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The department is on Facebook 
at facebook.com/DePaulHistory, 
where we regularly post 
information about available 
internships and upcoming event. 

 

Follow us on Twitter 
@DePaulHistory for history in 
the news, event updates, and 
general happenings in the 
department.  

 

The department publishes a 
periodic email newsletter for 
students, alumni, and friends of 
the department. To subscribe, 
visit: http://eepurl.com/ij8Sg 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A Message from the Chair 

2015 was another year of exciting 
developments in the History Department.  
 

I’m very pleased to announce that Professors 

Kerry Ross and Ana Schaposchnik earned tenure 

with promotion to Associate Professor and 

Professor Lisa Sigel earned promotion to Full 

Professor. Professor Ross is a Japan expert. 

Professor Schaposchnik is a Latin Americanist. 

Professor Sigel works on modern Britain. You 

can see more about the fascinating research and 

teaching interests of Professors Ross, 

Schaposchnik, and Sigel at our department 

webpage. 

 

A number of our graduating undergraduate and 
graduate students hit milestones of their own – 
with some entering prestigious internships in 
government, exciting new positions in business 
and education, and others going on to graduate 
school in History and other fields. We look 
forward to hearing more from them as they 
pursue their dreams and make their marks in 
the world. 
 

I hope you enjoy looking through the 
newsletter and reading about some of these and 
other developments in greater detail. Please 
continue to send us notes and updates as we all 
like to hear what our alumni are up to. And if 
you’d like regular emails about History 
department activities, please subscribe to our 
email list by going to this website: 
http://eepurl.com/ij8Sg.  
 

Another great way to stay connected to History 
is through Facebook. Our page contains photos 
and updates -- and you don’t even need to 
belong to Facebook to keep up with the 
Department:https://www.facebook.com/DeP
aulHistory. 
 
 

Welcome to our newsletter! 
 
 
 

Thomas A. Foster 
Professor and Chair 
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Thomas A. Foster, chair of the department, has been at DePaul since 2005. He is a social and cultural historian of early 

America with focus on women, gender, and sexuality. He is the author of Sex and the Eighteenth-Century Man: 

Massachusetts and the History of Sexuality in America (Beacon, 2006) and editor of Long Before Stonewall: Histories of Same-Sex 

Sexuality in Early America (NYU, 2007) and New Men: Manliness in Early America (NYU, 2011). Professor Foster regularly 

offers undergraduate and graduate courses on U.S. women’s history, the history of sexuality in America, and early 

American history, as well as the Sophomore Seminar on Multiculturalism and the Graduate Seminar in Primary Sources.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alumnus Spotlight:  Ismael Biyashev 

 
For most, choosing a university for 

undergraduate education is a very 

difficult and emotionally taxing 

process, for me though DePaul 

University was the obvious choice. I 

was initially drawn to the University 

because of DePaul’s strong 

commitment to teaching, because of 

its location, and because of its flexible 

curriculum. I have lived in Chicago’s 

Lincoln Park neighborhood for more 

than ten years, and the campus has 

always been an integral part of my 

vision of the city. Transitioning to 

DePaul was thus a very natural step for 

me. 

 
Choosing a major once I began my 

studies, though, was somewhat harder. 

I knew that I wanted to study 

humanities from the beginning, but I 

did not declare a major in history until 

the end of my first quarter at DePaul. I 

was convinced to declare my History 

major after taking an introductory 

history of Medieval Europe class with 

Professor Andrew Miller. This was 

probably the hardest and most 

intensive 100-level class I have ever 

taken, but what intrigued me most was 

the way in which the class wove 

together period source material into a 

class that was entirely lecture based.  

 This class definitely piqued my interest 

in studying history, but it was 

Professor Lisa Sigel’s Historical 

Methods sequence that provided me 

with my first experience of working in 

the archives. This sequence not only 

taught me how to interrogate historical 

sources and pose historical questions, 

but also exposed me to the thrill of 

archival research for the first time.  
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I think that the effectiveness of the 

lessons I learned throughout the 

course of my DePaul education was 

due in no small part to the erudition, 

patience, and teaching finesse of the 

History Department’s faculty, who 

challenged me intellectually and 

academically to strive for excellence 

both in and out of the classroom.  

The most memorable example of 

exactly such a push came when 

Professors Benton Williams and Lisa 

Sigel persuaded me to take part in 

the intercollegiate Newberry Library 

Undergraduate Seminar (NLUS). 

Participation in this seminar gave me 

an opportunity to take a project from 

the first stages of genesis to the final 

stages of presentation. This was 

extremely important for my 

preparation for my current graduate 

studies because it taught me to 

formulate my research questions 

succinctly and how to adapt and 

defend my ideas through criticism. 

 In the context of this seminar, I 

produced what I consider to be the 

best paper of my undergraduate 

academic career, one that I was able 

to present at the Department’s 

annual conference and later able to 

repurpose into a writing sample for 

applications to graduate school. The 

NLUS also played another very 

fortuitous role in my academic 

career: through my participation in 

the Seminar I was first introduced to 

faculty from the University of 

Illinois-Chicago (UIC) where I am 

currently pursuing my graduate 

studies. 

 

I am extremely fortunate to have been 

able to call DePaul University my home 

over the course of my undergraduate 

education. I am exceedingly grateful to 

my alma mater for nurturing my 

curiosity and instilling in me a passion 

for research. I know that I will carry 

these qualities with me for the rest of 

my life.      

 Since graduating from DePaul 

University in June of 2014, I have 

continued down the academic path. I am 

currently pursuing a PhD in Russian 

History at the University of Illinois-

Chicago. At UIC I was honored to win 

the University’s most prestigious 

graduate award, the University 

Fellowship. This competitive award 

provides four years of financial support 

to awardees.  Broadly construed, my 

field of study is Russian intellectual 

history. More specifically, my academic 

interest lies in examining the discourses 

surrounding the study of archaeology of 

the steppe regions of Russia in the late-

Imperial and early-Soviet period.   

 



For the past six years, she has 

asked students in History 268, 

History of Ireland: 1800–

present, to pore over the whole 

of W.B. Yeats’s “Easter, 1916.” 

It is a discussion with particular 

resonance this year, as the Irish 

at home and abroad 

commemorate the centennial of 

the Easter Rising. 

 

When a very young Mary 

McCain would listen to her 

parents’ copy of “Freedom’s 

Sons,” an album released in 

1966 by the Clancy Brothers and 

Tommy Makem to mark the 50th 

anniversary of Ireland’s Easter 

Rising, she did not understand a 

poem (actually, part of a poem) 

recited within the medley on the 

record. She heard it so often, 

though, that she memorized it 

anyway. As a teenager who 

occasionally got mad at the 

world, the first two lines, “Too 

long a sacrifice/Can make a 

stone of the heart,” made 

perfect sense. 

 

Her first experience at 

DePaul had come three 

years earlier, when 

medieval historian Karen 

Scott, then director of the 

Catholic Studies Program, 

invited her to teach a 

section of Introduction to 

Catholicism. Shortly after 

that, the Department of 

 

The opportunity to teach 

for History, however, was 

the final piece of McCain’s 

career aspirations falling 

into place. With her 

degree in Irish history, 

McCain continues to feel 

incredibly fortunate for a 

job teaching in her own 

field, and in a major  

 

a set-piece with one-

dimensional heroes—who 

always come from one side—

and villains—who always come 

from the “other” side. “Helping 

students develop an awareness 

of the subtleties of the Irish 

story is one of things I try hard 

to accomplish,” McCain said. 

“There were men and women 

who had only their own gain in 

mind, and there were those with 

loftier goals; there were people 

who just wanted to live their 

lives in peace, and there were 

others who found it necessary or 

desirable to interfere with 

others’ lives or property; but 

each of these categories includes 

people from all the cultures on 

that island—and there were 

never just two cultures or 

communities in Ireland, which is 

another important element of 

the way we approach these 

centuries.”  

 McCain had decided to become 

a newspaper reporter in 5th 

grade and received a bachelor’s 

degree in journalism from 

Northwestern. She began to 

consider a new direction, 

however, in her junior year, 

when she took courses from the 

late British historian Bill Heyck. 

“He wore his vast knowledge so 

lightly, and he struck the most 

amazing balance between being 

kind and supportive and 

expecting solid work,” she said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Studies gave her 

the chance to teach a class 

on Northern Ireland that 

Jack Leahy, professor 

emeritus in Religious 

Studies, had developed and 

taught for many years. 

Colleagues in both these 

departments had also been 

(and continue to be!) 

welcoming and collegial. 

 

University in a great 

location at that. When 

students begin McCain’s 

classes about Ireland or 

Northern Ireland, she 

generally finds they have 

only a basic sense of the 

shape of Irish history, 

even if they are Irish–

Americans. She feels she 

has generally been 

successful at helping 

them move past the 

notion of Irish history as 
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McCain is a professional lecturer 

who teaches for the departments 

of History, Catholic Studies, and 

Religious Studies. She began 

teaching in the Department of 

History in Fall 2007, when she 

was hired to teach the course on 

Ireland from 1450–1800. “I 

loved the students, and I was 

thrilled to be welcomed so 

warmly by the chairs and faculty 

in the department, who were as 

hospitable and supportive as 

they were accomplished.” 

 

Continued on page 12 

 
 

Faculty Spotlight: 
 Mary McCain 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attending the 
Phi Alpha Theta 

History 
Convention: 

 

Megan Deppen 
 
 

 

January2016 

I remember my shock when the 

emails flooded my inbox; my flight 

reservation, the confirmation of 

my stay at the Hilton Disney, and 

the instructions sent from my 

panel’s moderator. In one flurried 

afternoon it was decided that I 

would be presenting at the Phi 

Alpha Theta Biennial History 

Convention in Orlando, Florida.  
 

I had applied on a whim, despite 

feeling nervous about sharing my 

paper with thousands of peers from 

across the country. I received the 

Summer Undergraduate Research 

Grant (SURG) from DePaul to 

polish my Senior Capstone Project 

about a railroad during the Civil 

War, and I had been revising it 

under the guidance of Dr. 

Margaret Storey for months. Still, I 

could not imagine how my work 

would stand on a national stage.  

 

It was not until I sat in on the first 

panel that I began to see what a 

unique experience I had been given. 

Students, like my peers at DePaul, 

are drawn to familiar topics and try 

to answer similar questions. How 

are historiographies gendered and 

exclusive to privileged members of 

society? How can we as historians 

challenge and build upon the work 

of others?  

 

My peers also impressed me with 

the ability to apply these questions 

to every subject area imaginable. 

And to my immense relief my 

presentation was received well. My 

peers' positive feedback affirmed 

that I was asking the right questions 

about capitalism, the Civil War, and 

political clout, and I enjoyed sharing 

questions and brainstorming with 

them. 

 

The experience was 

overwhelmingly positive, and 

is one I hope other students 

take advantage of. I was the 

first student at DePaul to 

present at the convention, and 

I returned feeling inspired. I 

am thankful that the History 

Department was so willing to 

support my research, and I 

know without a doubt that my 

peers' work at DePaul has a 

place at the next convention.   

 

№ 6 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

difficult for anyone to handle the amount of work   
required  in the graduate courses here at  

DePaul. Still, I prefer to see the 
 rigorous coursework as a  

testament to the quality of the  
program and its students.  
Additionally it helps that  

each member of the  
DePaul faculty seems 
 passionate about not  
only the subjects they 

 teach, but also the  
success of their  
students. From  

encouraging me to  
submit articles to 

 helping plan for my  
future as a historian, the  

professors I have had here  
have been profoundly 

 influential. Because of this, I  
am constantly reminded of how  

thankful I am to have received the  
assistantship, as it allows me to pursue my MA as a 
full time student. 

 

 

Although Walt Whitman said that the "real war" of 
the American Civil War will never get into the  
books, I see it as a call to arms for all  
those interested in history to do  
what they can to get as close to  
the "real war" of their subject  
as possible. Having entered  
my undergraduate school  
as a finance major, I  
knew something was 
wrong when I found 
myself studying for  
my history class in  
order to procrastinate  
studying for  
accounting. Quickly  
I switched my major to  
history and have not 
looked back since. I have  
been fortunate enough to  
have had professors at both  
my previous institution and  
DePaul that helped foster a  
passion for history and reaffirm that  
I made the right choice. I soon became  
enamored with studying the American Civil  
War, as well as the antebellum and reconstruction 
periods. 

 

2015-2016 Graduate Student Assistant: Mitch Lohr 

 
Each spring the History Department awards a Graduate 
Assistantship to support a graduate student for the academic 
year.  In the spring 2015, the department selected Mitch 
Lohr for the 2015–2016 graduate assistantship.  The 
assistantship offers a six-course tuition waiver and a stipend 
for work performed in the department. 

 

It is amazing to walk down the streets of a city with so 
many historical landmarks, monuments, and memories. 
As someone with a focus in 19th century American 
History, being in a city that had such a profound impact 
on the industrial history of the period is an experience 
second to none. As prepared as I thought I was, it is 
  

 

In my opinion, not only was this period the most 
turbulent and dramatic of American history, it was also 
one of the best documented. Just as we can still feel the 
echoes of that period's racial and sectional tensions, so 
too can we feel the hopes, dreams, and fears that the 
soldiers recorded in their journals and letters home. I 
chose DePaul because I knew it would give me the 
perfect opportunity to immerse myself in the exact 
environment I needed. 
 

In class, I find myself surrounded by students who share 
my fascination with history and professors who provide 
the knowledge and guidance to promote academic 
growth. Yet just as important, I also am surrounded by 
history in the city of Chicago. 
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In addition to my graduate coursework, I have been able 
to present a paper on the historiography of Ulysses S. 
Grant's presidency and submit articles to various 
historical journals. Though I still have another year in this 
program, I intend to continue immediately on to pursue a 
PhD after obtaining my master's. It is my goal to become 
a professor of history and although I have been 
consistently reminded of the difficulties ahead. 
 

I am a firm believer that one should do what inspires 
them to be their best. As someone who has found so 
much happiness and fulfillment from studying history, I 
want to help instill the same curiosity and fascination in 
others. 
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Peter Kuznick 
 

“The ‘Greatest Thing in History’ or the Most 
Reckless? Reflections on the 70th Anniversary of 

the Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki” 

 Peter Kuznick, Professor of History and Director of the Nuclear 
Studies Institute at American University, is author of Beyond the 
Laboratory: Scientists as Political Activists in 1930s  

 

 

Conference Awards 

 

  

  Eleventh 
  Annual 
  Student 
  History 
  Conference 
  Participants 
 

 

Keynote Speaker 

 

 
Brittney Bendien 

Jordan Brash 
Jackson Danbeck 

Jacob Dault 
Carly Evans 

Aliya Flanagan 
Rosa Gallagher 

Milos Gaskin 
Justin Glenn 

Brittany Harrison 
Roxanne Haveman 

Rob Hintz 
Bret Hoover 

Sean Hux 
Scott Jones 
Juan Leon 

Kristen Lopez 
Kristen Masterson 

Austin Merrill 
Matthew Morley 
Joseph Okasheh 
Kathleen Olsen 
Daniel Owens 
Polina Popova 

Amy Reece 
Daniel Rife 

Brittany Schmitt 
Jenna Studtmann 

Lauren Szady 
Joseph Williams 

Scott Zwierzchowski 
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heiwa riyo no shinso (Nuclear power and Hiroshima: the Truth Behind 

the Peaceful Use of Nuclear Power (Iwanami, 2011), and co-editor 

with James Gilbert of Rethinking Cold War Culture (Smithsonian 

Institute Press). His current projects include a book on scientists 

and the Vietnam War and another that looks at how the evolving 

understanding that nuclear war could lead to annihilation of all 

life on the planet has shaped the behavior and views of military 

strategists, policy-makers, and the public. He and Oliver Stone 

co-authored the 10 part Showtime documentary film series and 

book both titles The Untold History of the United States. 

 

America (University of 
Chicago Press), co-author 
with Akira Kimura of 
Rethinking the Atomic Bombings 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki: 
Japanese and American 
Perspectives (Horitsu Bunkasha, 
2010), co-author with Yuki 
Tanaka of Genpatsu to 
Hiroshima – genshiryoku  

 

Kirsten Lopez 
Kathryn DeGraff Award for the Best History Department Undergraduate 
Methods Course Paper 
 

Kristin Masterson 
James P. Krokar Award for the Best Paper in an Advanced Undergraduate 
Course 
 

Brittany Harrison 
Best Paper in a Graduate Course 
 

Derek Potts & Rosa Gallagher 
Albert Erlebacher-Cornelius Sippel Award for Outstanding Achievement in 

History (see pp. 14-15) 

 

 

 



Cave dwelling and remains of building associated with the site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Scott Bucking’s  
Archaeological Site in the Middle East 
 

 

Fulbright 

Grant 

 

Dr. Scott Bucking, our ancient 

Mediterranean specialist in the 

department, will be heading to 

Israel in the spring quarter to take 

up a prestigious Fulbright Grant, 

which he received for his 

archaeological work at the Roman-

Byzantine site of Avdat.  Dr. 

Bucking’s work, being carried out in 

partnership with the Israel 

Antiquities Authority, is part of a 

groundbreaking regional study of 

Christian monasticism.   

 Avdat, a hilltop town in the Negev 

Desert of southern Israel, was home 

to two ancient Christian churches, 

one of which was associated with a 

monastic community.  During his 

four-month stay in Israel, Dr. 

Bucking will conduct an excavation of 

a building originally connected to a 

cave dwelling along the slopes of the 

hilltop town. 
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The cave, which Dr. Bucking first 

excavated in 2012, presented 

evidence of use by monks in late 

antiquity, notably hand-painted 

Christian crosses concentrated in an 

area that may have served as an 

oratory, or prayer space. The 

remains of the building articulating 

with this cave suggest a large 

compound, and Dr. Bucking’s 

excavation will yield the first 

 ground plan of the building, along with 

additional material culture that could 

shed further light on the monastic 

function of the compound. While in 

Israel, Dr. Bucking will also be a 

visiting research professor at the Jacob 

Blaustein Institutes for Desert Research 

of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, 

located in Sde Boker, near his site. 

 

    Southern slope of Avdat, with arrow indicating area of Dr. Bucking’s excavation 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using DePaul’s Special Collections and Archives 
Jamie Nelson, Head of Special Collections and Archives 

 

Chances are readers of this newsletter are no 

strangers to Special Collections and Archives 

departments. I suspect that many of you have spent 

time with our local version in the Richardson 

Library, though Chicagoans are fortunate to have the 

deep and rich collections of so many academic, 

historical, and cultural institutions located in the city 

and region.  While this wealth of resources can be 

humbling (as in, we are but one of many), the other 

perspective is that it is the collective and cooperative 

work of all these institutions combined that create 

our historical safety net of primary resources.   
 

So what does that mean for DePaul, and for you, as a 

scholar of history? DePaul’s Special Collections and 

Archives are guided by the University’s emphases on 

teaching and learning and social justice.  DePaul’s 

own students are our primary audience, and we 

believe that fostering skills and confidence in novice 

researchers enables them to more deeply engage with 

their education, their community, and their selves.  

All facets of our department are tailored to this 

student audience—the nature of the collections we 

solicit and accept, the level of arrangement and 

processing we perform on our archival collections the 

services and support we offer in our reading room, 

and the instruction we plan in cooperation with 

teaching faculty. 
 

Two thirds of our researchers are our own DePaul 

students. For the past five years, we have supported 

an average of 900 researcher visits per year, meaning 

600 researcher visits annually are our own students. 

About a third of our instruction sessions are with 

History classes, and it is a reasonable inference that 

many of our student researchers are History students. 

The habits of mind that are exercised and developed 

by interacting with primary source documents are 

well known to archivists and scholars of history.   

 

In connecting first-year students of various disciplines with 

primary sources and starting them on a journey to appreciate 

the past, construct personal meaning from new information, 

engage deeply with an idea or person, and work 

independently and creatively, we are giving them a taste of 

skills and attributes that will serve them well as students and 

as citizens. DePaul’s pieces of the collecting puzzle include 

the Lincoln Park neighborhood, community advocacy, social 

justice and the Catholic Left (Dan Berrigan, Phil Berrigan 

and Liz McAlister, Sr. Helen Prejean), DePaul’s own 

institutional history, and the Vincentian collections 

(materials related to the history and legacy of St. Vincent de 

Paul, and the archives of the Western Province of the 

Congregation of the Mission). 
 

Such collections “make sense” for DePaul geographically, 

philosophically, historically, and strategically.  They reflect 

the values of the institution and model the character we 

would like to build in our students. And as part of the 

greater archival whole, these collections fill in gaps and 

complement holdings at other Chicago-area institutions. 
 

Descriptions of our collections are found on the Library’s 

website (http://library.depaul.edu/special-collections), and 

we have rotating exhibits in our reading room.  We look 

forward to seeing you as an exhibit-goer, a researcher, or a 

donor (do not forget we are all creating new documentation 

of potential interest to future scholars). 
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Continued from page 5: McCain 

 

  

  Our Graduates: 
   2014-2015 

 

 

Minors 

 

 

Majors 

 

Katelyn Carlson 
Sarah Greene 
Sarah Harrington 
Alexander Kaczmarek 
Kristen Lopez 
Ilse Magana 
Danielle Matousek 
Michael McNicholas 
Martha Meek 
Ruby Orozco 
Sam Shenassa 
Fuchsia Suh 
John Trager 
Ashley Valentin 
Jessica Vodnik 
Hannah Woodford 
 

Arielle Amiri 
Daniel Barnett 
Brittney Bendien 
Aiden Bettine 
Mikhail Bolotnikov 
Jordan Brash 
Nicole Camp 
Edward Conley 
Melon Davis 
Danijela Desnica 
Jared Edmonds 
Rosa Gallagher 
Milos Gaskin 
Bret Hoover 
Colin Humanski 
Chelsia Lai 
Cristina Lazala 
Kristin Masterson 
Sean McSwain 
Brianna Meyer 
Maribel Morales 
Matthew Morley 
Daniel Owens 
Derek Potts 
Jasmin Quito 
Daniel Rife 
Sam Shay 
Madeline Stolberg 
Lauren Szady 
Charles Terry 
Dawn Waites 
Ronald Wheeler 
Saxby Wiles 
Kara Zelasko 
Erin Yarnall 

 

 

Masters 

 

Jacob Dault 
Brittany Harrison 
Polina Popova 
Joseph Williams 
 

“Taking his courses and 
chatting with him in office 
hours made me realize I 
wanted to try to do what he 
was doing, even if I knew I 
would never do it as well.” 
She returned to graduate 
school after two years of 
writing for a newspaper, 
enrolling at the University of 
Chicago to work with 
historian Emmet Larkin. Her 
dissertation, which took a 
very long time to complete, 
was on an Irish Dominican 
priest whose preaching style 
attracted huge crowds 
wherever he went, including 
in Chicago, where he 
preached on the first 
anniversary of the Great 
Chicago Fire. He was a key 
figure in communicating the 
new vision of Catholicism 
taking hold in the period of 
sweeping religious change in 
nineteenth-century Ireland 
known as the Devotional 
Revolution. 

 In 2008, she worked with 
then-Irish Studies director 
Jim Fairhall to bring both the 
Irish and the British consuls 
general to campus to speak 
about the 10th anniversary of 
the Good Friday Agreement, 
which brought an end to the 
30 years of violence of the 
Troubles. 

 

She still remembers with 
tremendous gratitude the 
support History and chair 
Warren Schultz gave to that 
event, and to Warren’s and 
Tom Foster’s willingness to 
support other events she has 
helped to organize since then.  

In Spring 2015, McCain was 
named interim director of 
DePaul’s Irish Studies 
Program. “I truly can’t 
imagine a greater honor than 
the opportunity to help this 
program continue to realize 
its potential,” she said. She 
works with the other 
committee members, 
including Gene Beiriger and 
Tom Mockaitis to build on 
the work of her predecessors 
to continue the program’s 
growth and development. 

 McCain speaks annually at the 
Irish American Heritage Center 
(near Wilson Avenue and the 
Kennedy) and worked last year 
on the committee for its annual 
Irish Books, Arts, and Music 
(iBAM!) festival. She is eager 
for Spring Quarter, particularly 
for the last week in April, 
when, among other events, the 
keynote speaker for the 
Student History Conference 
will be an Irish scholar speaking 
about 1916, a decision on the 
part of the department for 
which she is really grateful on 
behalf of Irish Studies. In the 
summer, she looks forward to 
stand-up paddle boarding on 
Lake Michigan and spending 
time with her spouse and two 
young children. 
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   Phi  
 Alpha 

   Theta 
Inductees 

2015 
 

 
Katherine Connolly 

Megan Deppen 
Kira Light 

Kristin Masterson 
 

 
Michael McNicholas 

Kathleen Olsen 
Kasper Sorfleet 

Adam Thai 
 

Faculty Milestones 
Years of service at DePaul University 

 

Professor Gene Beiriger: 25 years 

 

Professor Colleen Doody: 15 years 

 

Department Chair/Professor  
Tom Foster: 10 years 
 

Department Assistant  
Onie Green-Givens: 15 years 

 

Professor Felix Masud-Piloto: 25 years 

 

Professor Valentina Tikoff: 15 years 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albert Erlebacher-Cornelius 

Sippel Award for Outstanding 

Achievement in History  

 

 

Celebrating 

Student 

Achievement 

 

Each spring the History Department 
recognizes the top graduating senior 
through the Albert Erlebacher–Cornelius 
Sippel Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in History. In 2015, two 
seniors, Dereck Potts and Rosa Gallagher, 
received the Award. Below are Dereck’s 
and Rosa’s reflections on their time at 
DePaul. 

 

Derek Potts 

 I selected DePaul primarily because of 
its location. I moved back to Chicago 
and wanted to finish my undergraduate 
education in the area. I selected a 
History major as part of an organic 
learning process. Following eighteen 
years of working in and around theatre, 
film, and television, I needed a career 
change and realized that the types of 
social justice jobs I might be interested 
in required a bachelor’s degree. 

Basically, I wanted to help make the 
world a better place, but did not have 
the career world’s most basic 
requirement. Having completed only a 
year of college credits twenty years 
previously, I decided to take assorted 
classes of interest at Pasadena City 
College. I gravitated to histories of all 
kinds, including those beyond the ones 
featured in the History Department 
such as art, music, and philosophy. I 
ultimately decided that a degree in 
History would not only offer me the 
opportunity to take numerous 
interesting classes, but also  

 

provide me with the critical thinking 
and research skills needed for a variety 
of fulfilling careers.   
 

My most memorable experiences at 
DePaul involved my job as a student 
assistant at DePaul Special Collections 
and Archives. As a History major, I 
loved finding and researching primary 
sources, so working with them during 
every shift at the University Archives 
was a perfect match for my interests. I 
credit this student job with providing 
me with a direct connection between 
the craft of History and the career 
world. 

Three experiences as a History major 
stand out: First, as part of Professor 
Lisa Sigel’s HST 298, I will never forget 
the experience of touring DePaul  

 

Special Collections and Archives. 
This transformative behind-the-
scenes view provided me with a 
new understanding of the 
complexities of preserving primary 
sources for public use and 
introduced me to a career field that 
I was previously unaware of. 
Another memorable experience as 
a History major involved my 
participation in the 2014 DePaul 
History Conference. That single 
day provided me with an important 
early indication that I was on the 
correct path. Presenting my 
research and painstaking writing, 
and watching my peers present 
theirs made me feel part of a 
unique club. The kicker was being 
presented with the award for “Best  
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Rosa Gallagher 
 

Continued on page 20 
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History Department Undergraduate Methods Course 
Paper,” an honor I did not expect. Finally, my 
“experiential learning” class at the Chicago History 
Museum provided me with an important tangible 
example of public history work. I felt privileged to 
participate in an exciting museum project—the creation 
of an online exhibit based on an 1894 diary—so much 
so, that I continued with the project as an intern after 
the class ended. 

In the short term, I will continue working as an 
Archives Assistant at DePaul’s Special Collections and 
Archives. I am also in the process of obtaining a MA 
degree in Library and Information Science from the 
University of Illinois Urbana–Champaign. In the future, 
I plan to find fulltime employment in the archival field. 
Through this employment, I plan to provide greater 
access to historical items and narratives of underserved 
and lesser-heard peoples, organizations, and social 
justice causes.   

 

Like many other students I’ve talked to, I liked DePaul 
because it is in the city. I’d visited the University of 
Illinois Urbana–Champaign and did not feel the same 
life that I felt in Chicago. DePaul also offered me more 
scholarships than the state schools I applied to. I am 
from Oak Lawn, which is on the southwest edge of 
Chicago. I didn’t particularly want to be so close to my 
family, but immediately after starting at DePaul I was 
glad this was the case! My father was a major source of 
my interest in history before I started college, and my 
proximity to him and his encouragement was, I believe, 
the reason I stayed committed through every single 
quarter. 

I feel very lucky that I chose the right major for me 
when I first enrolled, and that I didn’t have to change 
majors, though I did add German as another major in 
my second year at DePaul. After a couple quarters of 
history classes, I was kind of blindsided and intimidated 
by the emphasis on historical methodology rather than 
historical facts. This is now what I love about history––I 
am very glad I stuck with it instead of giving up. 

My original interest in history comes from my dad, Ed 
Gallagher, who is a history teacher at John Hope 
College Prep in Chicago. My whole life, he has 
discussed United States history with me and tried to get 
me to understand racial power structures, even as I 
resisted and argued with this kind of compassionate 
critical thinking as a kid. I started being engrossed with 
history during my junior year of high school 

 

because of my AP United States History teacher, Matt 
Gavin, who tragically died of cancer at the age of thirty-
two, two years after I graduated from Richards High 
School. My most vivid and embarrassing memory of Mr. 
Gavin is a time he made it very clear to me and my friends 
that the history of slavery and white supremacy is serious 
and absolutely not appropriate to joke about. 

My most memorable experience in the History 
Department is the Newberry Library Undergraduate 
Seminar that I did in winter/spring 2014 as a junior. 
Professors Margaret Storey of the History Department and 
Marcy Dinius of the English Department taught the 
seminar, “Representing the American Civil War: Art, 
History and Literature, 1820-1890.” 

 This two-quarter class was the hardest I’ve worked at 
DePaul. I learned (the hard way) how not to organize my 
notes during the independent research time in this class. 
Putting up over fifty adhesive notes on my research carrel 
in the library seemed like a good idea in the heat of the 
moment, but I later wished I had continually been 
consolidating my ideas rather than simply cataloging them 
in a green and orange clutter. I researched Northern 
representations of the 1861 Confederate attack on Fort 
Sumter and wrote a paper entitled “Call You It A Victory, 
Then’: Reframing the Fort Sumter Defeat as Union 
Triumph by 1865.” I presented this at the Newberry 
Library in 2014 and at the 2015 Student History 
Conference. Another memorable time in the History 
Department was the lively set of discussions in Professor 
Benton Williams’s class on the Bill of Rights. It was great 
to be updated on Supreme Court happenings––I wish that 
Obergefell v. Hodges decision had coincided with my time 
in his class! 

Another memorable experience at DePaul was my 
changing relationship with the John T. Richardson library. 
Here is where I learned how to read and print microfilm 
entirely on my own. Special Collections at DePaul is 
where I first learned to do real primary source research, 
using an 1810 essay on racial theory by the Presbyterian 
minister and Princeton University president Samuel 
Stanhope Smith. For three years I spent many hours inside 
all parts of the library, but I stopped putting in a lot of time 
there after the 2014 remodeling because the first floor was 
turned into a social area rather than a quiet study area. 

My immediate plans include finishing my Digital Asset 
Management Internship at the Chicago History Museum. 
The work I am doing in this internship is part of the 
Museum’s effort to actively put out content for public use, 
rather than only digitizing material as it is requested. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jen Manion, “To Work as a Man: 

Transgender Narratives and Labor in Early 

Nineteenth-Century America” 

Women have always crossed gender and embraced 

work more commonly expected of men. Attempts 

to understand these figures through the lens of 

transgender studies have been challenged by 

reductive claims that restrictive work opportunities 

for women—not an identification with another 

gender—drove these people to cross gender and 

pass as men. This lecture considers work and its 

attendant gendered norms and rituals as a vital part 

of how people experienced gender in nineteenth 

century America, when cities and factories replaced 

ships and farms as dominant workplaces.  

 

 

2015 Featured History Department Events 

 

Black History Month, February 2015 

 

Dr. Craig Steven Wilder, “She Had 

Never Been Whipped But Once’: 

Catholic Colleges and Slavery in the Age 

of Revolution’ 

 

Co-sponsored by The African and Black 

Diaspora Studies Program, Catholic Studies, 

The Center for Black Diaspora, and Religious 

Studies, and the Department of Educational 

Policy Studies and Research. This talk is part of 

the Organization of American Historians 

Distinguished Lecture Program. 

 

Women’s History Month, March 2015 
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Jennifer Brier, “Queer Crossroads: Chicago as a 
site of LGBTQ History” 

In 2007, Brier was named co-curator with Jill Austin 
of the CHM’s path breaking exhibition, Out in 

Chicago, which opened in 2011. That project aimed, 
as a mainstream history museum exhibition, to tell 

Chicago’s LGBT history and make visitors of all 
backgrounds, ages, sexualities, and identities aware 
that LGBT history has been part of Chicago history 

for more than 150 years.  
 

Timothy Stewart-Winter, “Queer Clout: Chicago 
and the Rise of LGBT Politics” 

In postwar America, the path to political power for 
gays and lesbians led through city hall. By the late 
1980s, politicians and elected officials, who had 

originally sought political advantage from raiding gay 
bars and carting their patrons off to jail, were 

pursuing gays and lesbians aggressively as a voting 
bloc—not least by campaigning in those same bars.  

 

Lourdes Torres, “Latina Lesbian Organizing in 
Chicago” 

This project constitutes an effort to name Latina 
lesbians as agents of change and active subjects of a 

multiracial history of grassroots organizing. 

 

Japanese WWII Imprisonment Lecture, June 

2015 

 Sam Mihara, "Memories of Heart Mountain": 

The Imprisonment of Japanese Americans in 

Wyoming during World War II 

Sam Mihara is a second-generation Japanese 

American, born in the early 1930s and raised in San 

Francisco. When World War II broke out, the United 

States government forced Sam and his family to 

move, first to a detention camp in Pomona, Calif., 

and then to a remote prison camp in Northern 

Wyoming, where they stayed for three years. The 

camp was one of 10 in the United States. Together 

the camps housed a total of 120,000 West Coast 

residents of Japanese ancestry, most of them U.S.-

born American citizens. 

 

LGBTQ Chicago, October 2015 
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Books 
History department faculty continue to publish fascinating research on a 
broad range of topics, including the following books: 

Thomas Foster Ed., Women in Early America (New York: New York University Press, 2015). 

 

Kerry Ross 
Photography for Everyone: The Cultural Lives of Cameras and Consumers in Early Twentieth-
Century Japan (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2015).  

 
Warren Schultz 

“Numismatic Nights: Gold, Silver, and Copper Coins in the Mahdi A Manuscript 
of Alf Layla wa-Layla,” Ulrich Haarmann Memorial Lecture Series, v.12, Bonn University, 
Germany: Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg of Mamlukology, 2015. 

 

Ana Schaposchnik 
Lima Inquisition: The Plight of Crypto-Jews in Seventeenth-Century Peru (Madison: 
University of Wisconsin Press, 2015). 

 

Edward Udovic 
Henri Du Maupas Du Tour: The Funeral Oration for Vincent de Paul 23 November 1660 
(Chicago: DePaul University Vincentian Studies Institute, 2015).  

 

Articles 

 

Our faculty members have also published an impressive variety of 
articles, chapters, and other activities including the following: 

 

Colleen Doody 

 

Review Essay, “Race, Gender, and the Rise of Conservatism,” Reviews in American 
History 43 (June 2015): 361–368. 

 
Robert Garfield 

"Three Islands of the Portuguese Atlantic: Their economic rise, fall, and 
[sometimes] re-rise,” Shima: The International Journal for Research into Island Cultures 9 
(October 2015): 47–59. 

 
 

Lisa Z. Sigel 

 

“Best Love: Female Impersonation in the Great War,” Sexualities 19 
(January/February, 2016): 98–118; Primary Content Advisor, “Hardcore: A 
Century and a Half of Obscene Imagery,” Museum of Sex New York, June 2015–
ongoing. 

 

Margaret Storey 
“A Conquest of Manners: Gender, Sociability, and Northern Wives’ Occupation of 
Memphis, 1862-1865,” Ohio Valley History 15 (Spring 2015): 4–20. 
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Professor Frederic Kopp’s 

students experience “Vikings” 

at the Field Museum as part of 

his World History course. 

 

Professor Juan Mora-Torres 

makes his students 

#DePaulWorldReady 

by using the city as a 

classroom during DePaul’s 

Immersion Week. 

 

Photo courtesy of DePaul University/Maria Toscano 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chicago  

is our  

Classroom 
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2320 N. Kenmore Ave, Suite 420 
Chicago, IL 60614 
 

The department would like to thank everyone who contributed last year. We appreciate your generosity and 
encouragement. Thank you so much for your support. 

 
    You can support the History Department by making your gift online at 

 

               giving.depaul.edu 

  
         Step 1       Click “Donate Now”                         You can also make a gift by mail to: 
 
         Step 2       Select “College of Liberal           Office of Advancement 
                       Arts and Social Sciences”            1 E. Jackson Boulevard 
                Chicago, IL 60604 
 
 

          Step 3                  Enter “Department of History”          Please denote “History Department” 
                       to designate your gift to the                          in the memo line.  
                       department.  

 

For additional information, please contact Sara Miller Acosta, CFRE, Senior Director of Development, at 

312-362-5383 or email smillera@depaul.edu 

 

Continued from page 15: Albert Erlebacher- Cornelius Sippel Award 

 
I am working in the Rights and Reproductions 
Department with the Licensing and Reproductions 
Coordinator Sarah Yarrito. I have been surveying 
collections of glass and cellulose nitrate negatives, 
assigning them identifying information, sending 
them to the photo lab for digitization and then 
entering item-level and collection-level metadata in 
the digital database. The negatives include 
commercial architectural photography from the 
early–twentieth century. Construction of Soldier 
Field and the Tribune Tower are especially 
interesting. Another collection includes photos of 
activities by the Chicago-based Infant Welfare 
Society in the 1910s 

 

––nurses, doctors, and volunteers photographed 
immigrant families and children getting medical care. 
My favorite photos are the ones showing 3, 4, 5, and 
up to 10 nude crying babies sitting on a table. 

My long-term plan is to do historical research on 
mid–to late–nineteenth century history––perhaps 
focusing on German immigrant women in cities. I am 
in the process of applying for MA programs in 
history, museum studies, and a combination of the 
two.   
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