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A Note from the Director 

Welcome to our many first-year students (about 25) and transfer students who have chosen to 
be part of our program!  There are now almost 100 majors and double majors.  I'd encourage 
the first-year students to try any PAX course in winter or spring.  Looking ahead and be sure to 
check the upcoming Internship and Service Fair on Friday Oct. 5, 11:00am to 3:00pm.  Take a 
service trip at spring break, then check out the possibilities for international service, such as 
PJC's Colombia and El Salvador trips co-sponsored with University Ministry.  
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A New Perspective: The Inside Out Program 

Autumn 2012-2013 

As I sit down to try to put my experience with the Inside Out Program at DePaul into 
words, I am surprised as to how difficult it is for me to properly capture the details of that 
unique opportunity- especially when considering it was all I could talk to my friends and 
family about for months. Should I start by explaining that the assumptions I had about the 
Criminal Justice System and the people in it were totally shaken by the realizations I gained
- or would it be better to start with a recount of the logistics, the lessons, and the  

memories?  
 
Every week, eight other members of the DePaul Community and I would travel to Joliet’s 
Stateville Correctional Center, make our way through six layers of gates and guards, and 
venture into what felt like a foreign sector of society.  We would sit 
down with a group of men who were considered long-term-offenders 
and discuss the philosophical theories and traditions that led our Judi-
cial System to where it is today. We would learn of their reactions to 
the progressive restorative justice options for change. Restorative jus-
tice- a concept that most of us were unfamiliar with at the start of the 

course, but that, I can safely say, we are all excitedly interested in 
now. Within the proposed restorative justice framework, the Criminal 
Justice System would operate in a way that would enable those within 
it to leave the prison system more educated, at a more stable personal 
mental state, and as more engaged agents of social change than they 
were when they entered the system.  
As cliché as it may sound, I can honestly say that this class has opened my eyes in a way 
that is unparalleled by any other experience I have had at DePaul thus far. I am not sure 
whether I was more intrigued by the content of the course or the surrounding circumstanc-
es of the experience. In other words, was it the unique combination of my two majors, 

Community Psychology and Peace Studies, or was it that the people I met- both inside and 
out- had such interesting experiential insights to share in a setting so different than what I 
am accustomed to? Either way, I would take this opportunity again in a heart-beat.  
 
If you are interested in critically analyzing an often silenced system, if you are interested in 
pushing beyond your comfort zone and engaging in the experiential learning benefits of this 
course, then I highly encourage you to enroll in CSS 310: Restorative Justice, Engagement 
with the Prison in either the Winter or Spring Quarters. For more information, feel free to 
contact Professor Moe at insideoutdepaul@gmail.com.  

-Maggie Miller 
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Peacemaking circles become a way of living  

on Chicago’s South Side 
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―Four friends of mine were killed this summer,‖ 
Jonathan Little tells a group of college students 
visiting Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation, a 
kind of peace zone in Chicago’s Back of the Yards 
neighborhood. The young man’s voice is somber 

but composed, as if he has taken the full measure 
of this abyss of suffering. He has decided that it’s 
his duty to honor the dead by methodically push-
ing on with the work — the quest, really — of 
finding a way out of the storm of violence that 
bears down on the young in the precincts of pov-

erty and institutionalized racism on the South 

Side of Chicago. 
 

While he was still in high school, Jonathan came 
to Precious Blood and found something that went 

beyond the typical responses to the wave of vio-
lence engulfing his community. Instead of ineffec-
tual hand-wringing, edifying utopian optimism or 
the punitive sledgehammer of the law, this project 
— housed in a nondescript building only yards 
from the border separating one gang’s territory 
from another — takes a different tack: reweaving 

the web of life torn by crime and punishment. 
 

Precious Blood is bent on reconciliation, and has 
launched a raft of creative projects to help make 

this a reality: theater arts, community mural 
painting, rituals of hope and healing, and mentor-
ing that connects adults with youth transitioning 
out of the Cook County Juvenile Detention Center. 
There is an Arts of Peace Center, where partici-
pants express themselves and their reality 
through drawing, rapping, video production and 

building websites. These efforts sometimes be-
come experiments in feeling one’s way into a new 
story — visually, dramatically, poetically, digitally 
and relationally — that often opens up options 
that didn’t seem to be there before. 

 

Nowhere is the importance of a transformed story 
more alive than in the flurry of Peacemaking Cir-
cles that Jonathan and others lead virtually on a 

daily basis at the center. A Peacemaking Circle is 
a practice of restorative justice that seeks an al-

ternative to the traditional approaches of the 
criminal justice system. It seeks to address and 
repair the harm that has been done to the victim 
and the community, but also to not give up on the 
perpetrator. It does this, as the ministry’s website 
says, by reaching out to the victim, the wrongdo-

er, and the community to create a safe space 
where healing can begin and where people can 

find the support and encouragement needed to 
begin reconciliation. We strive to be a resource to 
the community to find restorative ways to heal 
and rebuild after violence and conflict. 

 

This approach stands in contrast to the official 
U.S. criminal justice system. While the courts of-
ten call on the victim to corroborate the charge, 
she or he is not offered means of healing. Peace-
making Circles offer a way to focus on healing for 

all. 

 

This, however, is not easy. All parties have to be 
willing to touch the pain of violence. But the pay-

off is the possibility of creating a new collective 
story together, one rooted in ―who we are‖ before 
getting to ―what we did.‖ As Precious Blood Minis-
try of Reconciliation director Fr. Dave Kelly, 
C.P.P.S., stresses, good does not come from trag-
edy, but ―good can come out of us when we wres-

tle with disappointment and suffering … good 
comes out of us in spite of the tragedy.‖ 

 

The power of the Peacemaking Circle lies in fos-
tering an environment of respect, confidentiality, 
listening and truth telling. Composed of victims, 
wrongdoers and members of the community, it 

creates a container designed to hold anger, frus-
tration, joy, truth, conflict, opposite opinions and 

strong feelings. The Peacemaking Circle process 
maintains that no one has the complete truth and 
strives to create a bigger picture. It does this us-
ing shared agreements, rituals, symbols and a 
talking piece held by the person who asks to 
speak. A Circle Keeper — what we otherwise 

might call a facilitator — guides the process.  
There is no guarantee that transformation will 

Photo from WagingNonviolence.org 
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take place. But one of the assumptions of Peace-
making Circles is that something good can come 
out of this process. In the years that Precious 
Blood has been facilitating Peacemaking Circles, it 
has seen this repeatedly. As part of an innovative 

arrangement with the courts in Chicago’s Eng-
lewood neighborhood, a judge can offer some of-
fenders the option of participating in a Peacemak-
ing Circle at Precious Blood. Though Peacemaking 
Circles do not conduct trials — which could re-
traumatize the victim — under some circumstanc-
es the process can be held in lieu of a court trial. 

In other cases, some convicted offenders are of-
fered a choice: sentencing by the court or partici-

pating in a Peacemaking Circle, which will focus 
on creating an outcome that is most healing and 
transforming for the victim, the wrongdoer and 
the community. The program has been so suc-
cessful that six other judges in the area are con-

sidering offering this alternative in the near fu-
ture. 

 
Stories of the Peacemaking Circle process are  

riveting. 

 

A young man who robbed a house agreed to par-
ticipate in a circle with the owner. By sharing their 
pieces of the truth in this safe environment, both 
experienced a shift in thinking and feeling. Now 

the young man has joined the basketball team the 

owner coaches. 

 
Charged with battery, a young man agreed to 

meet with his victim. Through the Peacemaking 
Circle he learned that his victim was mentally 
challenged. This came as an unexpected and 
stunning revelation, and he felt compelled to re-
pair the harm that he had done. He learned that 
the boy he had attacked liked video games, and 
he offered to teach him how to play some of his 

new games. 
 

A drunk driver ran a red light and, colliding with 
another car, killed a man who left behind a wife 

and several young children. The offender served a 
lengthy prison sentence. When one of the children 

was older, she wondered if the wrongdoer ever 
thought about the damage he had done. Ap-
proached about holding a Peacemaking Circle in 
this case, Fr. Dave contacted all parties and they 
agreed to take part. Their Peacemaking Circle 

lasted a day and a half. (Most are typically a cou-
ple of hours.) The widow and her children shared 
their wrenching pain and how all their lives had 
instantly and catastrophically changed. The of-
fender shared his deep trauma at the horror he 

had inflicted and had thought about it every day 
since then. At the end of the circle, the children 
forgave the perpetrator. Their mother couldn’t, 
but asked to stay in touch with the man. After six 
months of emailing, she, too, decided to forgive 

him. 
 

Precious Blood Ministry of Reconciliation facilitates 
Peacemaking Circles for many groups. It holds 
regular sessions for family members who have 

lost children to violence, in English and Spanish. It 
holds weekly Peacemaking Circles for the larger 
community. It is often called in to schools. 

 

And now it is going farther afield. It is about to 
train eight community organizations in the South 
and West Sides of Chicago to bring this process to 
their parts of the city. And this summer Jonathan 
Little presented their work to an appreciative re-
storative justice conference in California. There is 

a growing community of Circle Keepers in Chicago 
and elsewhere, and they are slowly bringing this 
process into many settings. 

 
While this process is beginning to get traction in 

some places, it is clear that the Peacemaking Cir-
cle’s methods and assumptions would be trans-
formative at every level of our society and our 
world. Sooner rather than later we must enter the 
age of restorative justice, and Precious Blood — 

where the circle is a way of living — is pointing us 

in this direction. 
 

 

 

 

-Ken Butigan 
Reprinted with permission from WagingNonviolence.org 
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SPOTLIGHT: Winter Quarter Faculty 

Katrina Myers Caldwell, PhD has 14 years of experience in higher edu-

cation.  She has extensive experience in diversity and social justice ed-

ucation.  Dr. Caldwell has taught courses in English Literature and Afri-

can American Studies. She is currently the Assistant Vice President for 

Diversity and Equity at Northern Illinois University.  She received her 

BA in English Literature from Spelman College and her MA and PhD in 

English Literature from the University of Illinois at Chicago.  

In the Winter quarter, Dr. Caldwell will be teaching PAX 250 Topics in 
Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies: Approaches for Disrupting Privilege 
and Oppression. Working for equity and justice through self and social 
transformation often requires fostering difficult and critical dialogues 
around white supremacy, white privilege, diversity, multicultural educa-

tion and leadership, social and economic justice, and the intersecting 
systems of privilege and oppression.  This course will provide opportunities to participate, skill build, 
learn, and gather resources for addressing issues of privilege and oppression as it occurs in our everyday 
lives, institutions and systemic social structures.  Utilizing a peace circle facilitation format as a model for 
engaging in critical conversations for dismantling oppression, the class setting will provide a space to re-
flect on personal privileges, expand knowledge of historical and contemporary oppression in the United 
States and build skills in relationship and alliance building across social divisions created by inequality.   

Katrina Caldwell, PhD.—Co-Teaching PAX 250 Topics in Peace, Justice & Conflict 

Studies: Approaches for Disrupting Privilege and Oppression 

Photo courtesy of Katrina Caldwell 

PAX Professors and Classes for Winter Quarter, 2013 

Dr. Juana Goergen. Ph.D. SUNY, Stony Brook in Latin American Literature and 
Cultural Studies with Cognate Field Examinations in U.S. Latino Studies.  Associ-
ate Professor of Spanish and Latin American Literature in the Department of 
Modern Languages. She also teaches in the Peace Studies and Latin American/
U.S. Latino Studies Programs at DePaul University. Administrative appointments 
at DePaul include: MOL: Coordinator Heritage Speakers Committee, currently; 
WLE Graduate Students Advisor, 2010-2011; Director of Spanish 2007-2010, 
LLST: Director of Latin American and U.S. Latino Studies program 1995-2000. 
Research Grants: Fulbright Scholar at the University of Tubingen, Germany 2002
-2003. As a literary critic she has published: Literatura fundacional americana:El 
espejo de paciencia (1991), Heroínas del Bronx (oral history, 1998) and numer-
ous critical essays published  in  journals, such as El Centro Journal, and Mellus 
among others. She is also a published poet and one of the main forces behind 
the International Poetry Festival/Poesía en abril in Chicago. As a poet she has 
published the collections:  La sal de las brujas, La piel a medias and  Las Ilusas/
Dreamers,  as well as single poems published in journals and anthologies. At 
present she is working on ― Memory Constructions  in U.S. Latino Art and Litera-
ture‖ and on a poetry collection, La celda de Lilith/Lilith’s Prison Cell. 
 

In the Winter quarter, Dr. Goergen will be teaching PAX 240/CPL 240 Voices of War and Peace. This course uses litera-
ture and some films to gain insights into core questions about the nature of war and peace in multiple societies: How 
can killing be sanctioned as a moral act? How do normal men become able to kill enemy soldiers or even non-
combatants? How is becoming a warrior linked to gender identity? What sort of obstacles do veterans face in re-
integrating into civilian life? To what extent can combat experience be conveyed through words and images? What 
myths do societies create about war? How can literature and film perpetuate or contest such myths? How does another 
group become ―the enemy‖? How does the experience of those on the front lines of combat differ from that of high 
officers and politicians who declare and direct war? How have bureaucracy, technology, and the military-industrial 
complex altered the way war is experienced by soldiers and civilians? How does war literature deal with why war hap-
pens? Is war literature inherently anti-war or pro-war? How have writers resisted war through writing? Is there such a 

thing as a literature of peace, and what would it look like? 

Juana Georgen, PhD.—Teaching PAX 240/CPL 240 Voices of War and Peace 

Photo courtesy of Juana Georgen 



 

Monika Black—Teaching PAX 250 Ecological Framework– From Theory to Application 

Monika Black is currently a doctoral student in the Community Psychology 
program at DePaul University. As a community engaged scholar she is com-
mitted to serving in the community while maintaining her commitment to 
teaching and research. In 2006, Monika co-founded Las Caras Lindas (LCL), a 
self-esteem mentoring program for Black and Latina adolescent girls (ages 
12 to 18). From 2008 to 2010 Monika served as the Executive Director for 
LCL. In this role Monika was responsible for developing the strategy for LCL, 
developing the core program curriculum and designing the program evalua-
tion process and managing community partnerships. In addition to organiza-

tional development, Monika also served as one of the two mentors for the 
2008, 2009, and 2010 LCL programs. In her research, Monika focuses on the 
design and development of culturally grounded interventions that will lead to 
the achievement of impactful policy, processes and procedures and real re-
sults across various under acknowledged and overlooked communities. Spe-
cifically, she focuses her research on diverse populations, women, community 
organizational development and leadership engagement. 

In the winter, Monika will be teaching PAX 250– Topics in Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies: Ecological 
Framework- From Theory to Application. The Ecological Framework looks at the fit of a person within their 
given context. This model is based on Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Framework in which the interaction be-
tween the person and their environment is seen as bi-directional and the focus of intervention. Various lev-
els of the environment (e.g., individual, community and society) are modeled as a nested arrangement of 

concentric circles beginning with the individual and extending outward through more external environmen-
tal factors. The ecological framework can not only be used as an effective lens through which various chal-
lenges confronting individuals, communities, organizations and societies can be more fully understood but 
also a tool through which a multitude of opportunities can be developed across various levels of society.  

Photo courtesy of Monika Black 

Stefanie Smith—Co-Teaching PAX 250 Topics in Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies: 

Approaches for Disrupting Privilege and Oppression 

Stefanie Smith currently works as the Program Coordinator at DePaul’s Center for In-
tercultural Programs, developing and executing co-curricular events and experiences 
for the DePaul community around issues of  identity, cross-cultural dialogue, diversity, 
and social justice. Last year, she assisted in the piloting and facilitation of a student 
dialogue group focused on issues of privilege and oppression, entitled "Dialogues on 
Dismantling White Privilege". Stefanie's work is inspired by her desire to support 
emerging adults in the exploration, self-discovery and affirmation of their identity dur-
ing the college experience. She strives to create programs, spaces, and contexts for 
students to express and develop in who they are, to see the possibilities for a better 
self, to harness their capacity to create a better world, and to actualize the positive 
social change they envision. Prior to DePaul, she worked in the public sector and holds 
a BA in Economics and Business Management and a MA in Public Service Management - 
Public Administration. 

Photo courtesy of Stefanie Smith 

Angelyn Anderson—Teaching ISP 200 Multiculturalism, Identity & Social Justice  

Angelyn is an entrepreneur with a consulting practice (Angelyn Anderson Con-
sulting), which allows her to collaborate with organizations and companies to 
identify challenges within their communities; facilitate discussions as to how to 
address those challenges; and generate intentional, strategic interventions that 
lead to self empowerment and action. She holds a B.S. in Political Science, a 

M.S. in Educational Administration and Foundations from Illinois State Universi-
ty and a M.A. in Social Justice and Community Development from Loyola Uni-
versity Chicago. She is also a conflict coach and mediator. As an instructor, 
Angelyn utilizes humor, quick wit and a practical perspective to engage, encour-
age, and challenge students to think outside their comfort zone so they can dis-
cover ways to become greater global citizens.  

Photo courtesy of Angelyn Anderson 
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CSS 310 Restorative Justice and Engagement with the Prison (accepted as a PJC elective) 

This course will provide an opportunity for students to 1.) reflect deeply on the meaning of justice, 2.) 
examine institutionalized forms of justice, and, above all, 3.) explore alternative models of justice. Using 
a dialectic process, students will actively scrutinize theories of justice and investigate issues and move-
ments of social justice. Additionally, they will be asked to consider how each of these areas informs the 
other, since theories often influence as well as emerge from issues and movements. Assumptions about 

crime and justice will be considered by comparing and contrasting retributive and restorative paradigms. 
The role of offender, victim and community will be analyzed in the context of crime and justice. Students 
will also look into programs in restorative justice to discern their outcome effectiveness. 

Other Noteworthy Courses 

PAX 250 El Salvador-Columbia Service Immersion 

DePaul University celebrated its 21st year of sending students, staff and faculty to El Salvador for a cul-
tural and service immersion. The Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies Program and University Ministry Vin-
centian Community Service Office partnered to create a new model for international cultural and service 
immersions in El Salvador, and now Columbia this year. This model has multiple parts. Students apply 
and are chosen through  

University Ministry and attend 3 
pre-trip meetings. Students then 
have the option to take PAX 212 

Social Justice/Social Change dur-
ing Autumn Quarter, along with 
other students not involved in 
the immersion. Up to twelve stu-

dents travel to El Salvador with 
two staff/faculty facilitators and 

a similar group goes to Colum-
bia. The trip is in December for 
10 days. Then these students 
have the option to take a PAX 
250 course based on post-
immersion reflection and action. 
Look for applications for the  

December 2013 trip in spring.  

DePaul Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 

PAX 383 Topics in Conflict Intervention: Transcending Coexistence 

What happens after a ceasefire? Does the signing of a peace agreement – or a free and fair democratic 
election, or a long-awaited atmosphere of calm – signify peace? The crucial and complex processes of 
reconciliation involve tending to the individual and societal needs associated with the transition from cha-
os and conflict to a new, shared, post-conflict future. A society’s search for the ―truth,‖ its public grap-
pling with justice and forgiveness, and the possibilities of accountability, (re-)building trust, and restoring 

relationships can fortify a post-conflict area against the recurrence of conflict as well as empower all con-
cerned (oppressed and oppressors) to pursue a collaborative, just, and peaceful coexistence. Examining 
multiple case studies through the lenses of theory, best practices, and primary source transcripts and 
footage of Truth and Reconciliation Commission proceedings, the course explores the possibilities and 
challenges of reconciliation.     

Photo courtesy of  University Ministry 
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Resources & Volunteer Opportunities 

These Organizations Provide Great Resources on Promoting Peace and Nonviolence 

Resources 
 

 

 

Pace e Bene 

Education, Action & Resources for  

Nonviolent Change 

Paceebene.org 

 

INCITE! 

Women of Color Against Violence 

Incite-national.org 

 

Waging Nonviolence 

People-Powered News and Analysis 

Wagingnonviolence.org 

 

Transformative Justice Law Project 
Free, zealous, life-affirming, and  

gender- affirming holistic criminal legal services 

Tjlp.org 

 

Creative Interventions 

Resources for Everyday People to  

End Violence 

Creative-interventions.org 

 

Lambda Legal 

Making the case for equality in the nation’s 

courts and in the court of public opinion 

Lambdalegal.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 

 

 

AmeriCorps 

Education, Action & Resources for Nonviolent 

Change 

Americorps.gov 

 

Chicago Freedom School 

Supports social change movements led by 

youth with support from adult allies 

ChicagoFreedomSchool.org 

 

Voices for Creative Nonviolence 

active nonviolent resistance to  

U.S. war-making 

Vcnv.org 

 

Green Corps 

Trains college graduates to run  

environmental campaigns 

Greencorps.org 

 

Project NIA 
Advocacy, organizing, popular education,  

research, and capacity-building center with the  

long-term goal of ending youth incarceration 

Project-NIA.org 

 

Projects Abroad 

Volunteer Projects and Internships Abroad 

Projects-Abroad.org 

My name is Sarah Sweilem and with my peers, Meghan Trimm, Sarah Steinhauer, and Frankie LaCoste- I 
have helped develop a club at DePaul called the Nonviolent Living Project. This club is an extension of a 

former PAX 250 class. We have developed workshops on how to promote the nonviolent lifestyle, provide 

students with a toolbox of resources to make change, and most importantly- make them feel as though 
they have a safe space and opportunity to make a change. We have a number of scripts prepared and are 
always open to going to any classes to do NvLP presentations.  

 

If you are interested in being a part of the NvLP club and would like to share your nonviolent lifestyle with 
the DePaul community, please contact us at nonviolentlivingproject.depaul@gmail.com or they can con-
tact us via Facebook - 

  

 LIKE DePaul's Nonviolent Living Project. 

 
-Sarah Steinhauer 

Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 

PAX Students Bring Nonviolence to DePaul– Get Involved! 

mailto:nonviolentlivingproject.depaul@gmail.com


Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 

Events Calendar Events Calendar   
 

 
Monday, October 8, 2012 

6:00-8:00pm 

Women Human Rights Defenders Tour 

Cortelyou Commons 

 

Wednesday, October 10, 2012 
3:00-5:00pm 

President’s Book Club  
"Living Illegal: The Human Face of Unauthorized Immigration"  

Student Center 314 AB 
 

Thursday, October 11, 2012 

6:00-8:00pm 

Up & Out: A Celebration of Queer Visibility and Advocacy 

DePaul Art Museum 

 

Thursday, October 18, 2012 
6:00-7:30 

Jasiri X 

Student Center 120AB 

 

Thursday, October 25, 2012 

9:30am-1:00pm 
The Politics of Resources Conference 

McGowan South (1110 W. Belden) Room 105 

 

Thursday, October 25, 2012 

6:00-7:30pm 

Virginia Eubanks 
Student Center 120 

 

Thursday, October 25, 2012 

6:00-8:00pm 

Khalil Gibran Muhammad 

Courtelyou Commons 
 

Friday, October 26, 2012 

6:00-9:00pm 

Dandelions in the Concrete 
SAC Pit 

 

Thursday, November 8 2012 

6:00-7:00pm 

Privilege: Walking the Talk 
Student Center 324 

Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/DePaulPeaceJusticeandConflictStudiesProgram 

The Peace, Justice, & Conflict Studies Program offers students a B.A. major cur-

riculum that helps them reflect on the origins and causes of conflict, violence, 

and social injustice as well as the wide spectrum of conflict intervention, from 

armed conflict, through governmental and organizational peace-building, to local 

and interpersonal conflict resolution. The Program also introduces students to 

strategies for resolving interpersonal, communal and international conflicts 

peacefully, as well as tactics that promote the common good in a way that ad-

dresses the structural origins of violence.  

Photo by Jasiri X 

Photo by Virginia Eubanks 

Page 8 


