
Welcome, Professor Luana Lienhart! 

A Note from the Director 

Welcome to all returning PJC Students, and a welcome to all newly declared majors 

and minors! 

Seniors and juniors hoping to graduate by December 2015, the required capstone 

course, PAX 350, is only offered ONCE A YEAR, and will be offered in the upcoming 

Winter Quarter. Please register for this course, as there are no independent study 

sections.  

This is a change from the past year when the PAX 350 course was offered in Spring.  

If you have questions about choosing courses, you are encouraged to contact your  

academic advisor.  

Autumn 2014-2015 

Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 
              DePaul University 

Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies is thrilled to welcome Professor Luana 

Lienhart as the newest faculty member in our program! Luana is a licensed  

clinical social worker, and has served diverse populations, including the low-

income mentally ill and survivors of domestic violence. She is also a  

member of the Secular Franciscan Order, an organization of laypeople, single 

and married, who strive to live the Gospel following the example of St Francis 

of Assisi.  

This Autumn Quarter, Professor Lienhart taught 

PAX 200: Perspectives on Peace, Justice and 

Conflict. She will also be teaching this course in 

the Spring term. 

We hope that you will join with us in welcoming 

this new professor. Professor Lienhart call be 

reached at llienhar@depaul.edu.   
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Program Director 
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Co-Director 
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Program Coordinator 
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Student Program Coordinator 
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Student Perspective 
Global Brigades: Human Rights Work in Panama 

 

By Elodie Shami, PJC Senior 
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At the beginning of the summer, I had the privilege of going on a Human Rights Global Brigade 

with the DePaul chapter, along with the UCLA and UC Irvine chapters as well. I have always 

wanted to travel, but travelling with a purpose to promote human rights was a great learning 

experience and was deeply moving and inspiring for me.  

While in Panama, we were working in Darien, a province in the east about four hours of a drive 

out of Panama City. We specifically worked with the indigenous community of Piriati Embera. The 

Embera people are a particularly complex group because they have their own legal system, which 

comes from the Piriati Embera Congress. This means that they do not necessarily abide by the 

Panamanian laws. The Embera communities also live on “collective lands”, which means that no 

one owns their own private space. Instead it is all shared among the Embera people.  

I thought this was a beautiful concept, due to their long history of suffering and being dislocated 

several times, that they still managed to come out of it and share 3,847 hectares of land that was 

given to them by the Panamanian government. However, it is easy to see how conflicts can easily 

arise in such a system.  

The Piriati Embera Congress is limited in their 

ability to resolve conflict, therefore seeking 

help from the Panamanian government when 

it comes to issues with land ownership, 

divorces, and other complex legal issues. The 

purpose of our trip was to help these 

communities navigate the Panamanian justice 

system. In order to do this, students were 

paired up with a Panamanian lawyer, in 

collaboration with an indigenous lawyer, to 

offer legal counseling through legal clinics and 

to work on a few cases that were already active.  
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Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies always wants to share your experiences! Please contact Josh or 
Christa in the office if you are also interested in sharing with your peers about events or travel that 
aligns with PAX curriculum. Questions? You can reach us at PJC@depaul.edu. 

I personally greatly enjoyed working 

with the client I was assigned to with 

other students and our assigned 

lawyers. It was encouraging to see 

that the information that we gave her 

would be key in her pursuit of self-

reliance and personal growth. To see 

how she carries herself with dignity 

and is respected in her community, 

despite the hardships she has been 

through, was greatly inspiring. The 

Embera people’s dedication and 

respect for nature and their fight to 

protect their lands was genuine and 

their love and hospitality for us was heart warming. Though miles and miles apart, it was eye opening 

to see that, no matter how different we are and how far apart we are geographically, our human 

needs and desires are so alike and equally important. 

 

If you are interested in learning how 

you can participate in a Global 

Brigades Trip like Elodie this one, 

contact DePaul Global Brigades at:  

globalbrigades.org/chapters/

university/depaul-university 

Elodie during a workshop for children on drug and alcohol abuse prevention. 



NEW PAX Courses for Winter Quarter 
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PAX 242 
ACTING FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE: THE PORTRAYAL OF INJUSTICE IN FILM AND LITERATURE 
 

This course critically examines social justice themes in film and narrative literature (fictional and 
nonfictional) to see the role film, filmmaking, and other narrative arts can play in social justice 
movements. It discusses a wide variety of depictions of social injustice in order to learn critical 
tools to analyze their representations of race, gender, class, and their depiction of agency of their 
subjects in light of the characteristics of the media portraying them. It examine case studies of 
activists who are using film and literary arts as a part of movements for social justice. 
 

 
PAX 300/348 

TOPICS IN ACTIVISM AND ADVOCACY: BEYOND THE POLITICS OF RESPECTABILITY 
 

This class will examine political movements in the U.S. that have challenged the expectation of a 

politics of respectability (Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham) on the part of the marginalized. In the first 

section, we will look at the welfare rights and reproductive justice movements that emerged in the 

1960s and ‘70s. Led by women of color, these movements addressed lack of access to health care, 

autonomy in one’s reproductive choices, the stigmatization of ‘non-traditional’ families and the 

criminalization of poor mothers, forced sterilization and medical experimentation, and the denial 

of food security and childcare to underemployed caregivers. In the second section, we will 

question the policing of persons and communities associated with street economies. Focused on 

the organizing of sex workers, youth of color, especially queer and transgender youth and those 

involved in street-level drug cultures, we will study their resistance to state and interpersonal 

violence, exposure of indifference and abuse within social services, and the rejection and remixing 

of their ‘pathologies’ in art, music, and clothing. Finally, in the third section, we will consider the 

production of disease as a means of social control and look at how radical activists responded to 

the public health crises of breast cancer, HIV/AIDS, and obesity. Again, we will confront how 

movements attempted to politicize and demystify dominant frames for thinking about health, 

responsibility, and morality. We will be able to trace how networked collectives enabled the 

precise unpacking of the larger economic and political interests shaping policy, as well as providing 

platforms for deeply personal and raw responses to shame, stigmatization, and mourning. 

Course listings for Winter Quarter are available on Campus Connect. Remember to meet with your 

advisor when selecting courses.  



Welcome, Kristin McCartney! 
 

PJC is excited to 

announce that we 

have hired our very 

first full-time faculty 

member. Kristin has 

lived and taught in 

Chicago for almost a 

decade. Her areas of 

specialization within 

philosophy include: applied ethics, feminist  

philosophy, queer theory, postcolonial theory, 

and critical race theory. With her students, 

Kristin aims to develop complex, critical, and 

open-ended accounts of justice, violence, 

identity, happiness, beauty, and so on.   

 
You can follow her Facebook page for course-

related news and event announcements: 

facebook.com/kristinmccartneyphd 

In Winter Quarter, Dr. McCartney  will be  

instructing PAX 300 (described on page 4) as 

well as two sessions of LSP 200. 

Dr. McCartney can be reached via email at  

kmccartn@depaul.edu. 

Page 5  

Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies Faculty Profiles 

PJC professors come from a wide variety of academic disciplines and focus on many areas of social 

justice. We encourage you to check out the PJC bulletin board at 2352 N. Clifton Ave., and to look at 

our website to find out more about these amazing individuals. 

Restorative Justice Training with  

Jane Nicholson 

We are pleased to announce that Professor 

Nicholson will be teaching her course on 

restorative justice this winter quarter on 

Tuesday evenings. This is a great opportunity for 

students interested in this topic, as Professor 

Nicholson has been involved in restorative 

justice training for more than ten years. 

Students that take this course will have the 

option of participating in additional workshops 

and training to become certified peace circle 

facilitators.  
 

If you have questions on this course, or would 

like to find out more about peace circle 

facilitation, you can contact her at 

nicholsonjane@yahoo.com.  
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CSS 310: RESTORATIVE JUSTICE ENGAGEMENT WITH THE PRISON 

This unique and thought-provoking class brings DePaul “outside” students together with students from 

“inside” Cook County Correctional to study as peers in a seminar on crime and justice. This course 

follows the Inside-Out Prison Exchange Program model based in Philadelphia at Temple University with 

over 250 courses across 30 states: insideoutcenter.org.  

Participation in this course requires a pre-course interview with instructor D. Moe. To schedule this 

interview or to further inquire, you can email to dmoe@depaul.edu, or call 773-325-8449. 

UIP241:  Uncovering Your Skills - Interdisciplinary Perspectives 

In this two-credit course, students will learn how their academic studies, as well as their work and 

campus activities, will transfer to the workplace and be of interest to potential employers. The course 

will begin by providing self-evaluations that will point students toward a variety of career opportunities 

that best fit their interests and values.   

Students will identify the wealth of transferable skills they have already acquired, which will give 

employers concrete evidence of their qualifications for positions. These transferable skills, such as how 

to communicate clearly and effectively, the ability to be creative and solve complex problems, and 

having had multicultural experiences are characteristic of a liberal arts education and are much in 

demand.   

This course is recommended for students who are nearing the end of their undergraduate career and 

who are preparing to enter the workforce.  For more information about this course, please contact the 

Career Center at 773-325-7431 (Lincoln Park) or 312-362-8437 (Loop). 

Other Recommended Winter Quarter Courses 
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DePaul’s Center for Intercultural Programs (CIP) promotes artistic expression and intellectual inquiry that challenges 

students to explore all aspects of their identity. CIP develops programs and services that empower students to learn 

about the multitude of ways that their intersecting identities shape their understanding of their world and to confront 

systems of oppression and to promote social justice by celebrating and affirming the dignity of every member of our 

university. For more information about events, visit http://studentaffairs.depaul.edu/cip.  



Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 

Helpful Links and  
Resources for Students 

 

Career Center 

careercenter.depaul.edu 

Loop: 312.362.8437 

LPC: 312.325.7431 

 

Center for Intercultural 

Programs 

studentaffairs. 
depaul.edu/cip/ 

Follow this link to sign 

up for the CIP email list 

and for events calendar.  

 

University Ministry 

studentaffairs. 
depaul.edu/ministry 

Follow this link for 

information on Vincentian 

Community Service and  

Service Immersion Trips, 

as well as other resources.  

 

DePaul Engage 

facebook.com/ 
engagedepaul 

To join the DePaul  

Engage email list, you 

can email Emily at  

Ekrause@depaul.edu. 

The Peace, Justice, & Conflict Studies Program offers students a B.A. major curriculum 

that helps them reflect on the origins and causes of conflict, violence, and social 

injustice as well as the wide spectrum of conflict intervention, from armed conflict, 

through governmental and organizational peace-building, to local and interpersonal 

conflict resolution. The Program also introduces students to strategies for resolving 

interpersonal, communal and international conflicts peacefully, as well as tactics that 

promote the common good in a way that addresses the structural origins of violence. 

Global Café on Human Trafficking in Chicago 

Thursday, November 6, 2014, 6:00-7:30 pm 

1 E. Jackson, 16th floor, Dublin Conference Room 

Join community leaders as they discuss the global epidemic of human 

trafficking, including the crimes of sex trafficking and labor trafficking. In 

2003, the New York Times ranked Chicagoland as a national hub for human 

trafficking and estimates state that upwards of 25,000 women and girls are 

victims of this in Chicago. Join with panel experts to learn what is being 

done, and what more can be done to end human trafficking.  

Events Happening At DePaul 

NAFTA, Narcos, and Feminicide:  

The Missing Women of Juarez 

Linda Tortolero 

Wednesday, October 29th 

6:30 pm 

DePaul University, Lincoln Park Campus 

Location TBA 

 

8:00-8:45 pm — Ni Una Mas: Remembering 

the Missing Women of Juarez 

Candlelight Vigil and Proclamation of the 

Names 


