
Alumni Spotlight 

A Note from the Director 

Greetings to all new and returning Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies majors and 

minors. We are growing, bringing vibrant energy to DePaul from vacation and travels. 

That is what is so great about PAX classes for students and faculty—creating this 

energy and sharing learning. 

Don't miss the opportunity for training in community organizing, facilitated in part by 

Rivera Sun, who visited us on her spring book tour. Check the times—you can attend 

the training (see back page), or sign up for the full two-credit course led by Ken 

Butigan, the new full-time faculty member for PJC. And, yes, you can do this late add 

through Josh Covell. A follow-up on organizing is scheduled for winter.  

— Mary Jeanne Larrabee 

Autumn 2015-2016 

Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 
              DePaul University 

What initially made you interested 

in the Peace, Justice & Conflict 

Studies Program? 
 

I always had a keen interest in social 

justice, but was lacking the tools on how 

to create social change. After taking my 

first introductory course I knew that this 

was the right program for me. Due to the 

interdisciplinary nature, I was able to 

focus on many of my interests and 

essentially tailor my education to my 

specific needs as someone who desired 

to work in the humanitarian field.  Peace, Justice & Conflict 
Studies 
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las.depaul.edu/pax Tessa Lavdiotis is an alumna of the Peace, Justice & Conflict 

Studies Program. She is currently pursuing a Master of Science in 

Refugee and Forced Migration Studies at DePaul. 

What was your path like after 

finishing the PJC Program? What 

options did you consider? 
 

I knew that I wanted to continue my 

education, but also needed a short break 

from academia. Initially I planned to go 

straight into school for Social Work, 

but ultimately decided to take a year off 

with the plans to begin my graduate 

studies the next school year. I spent the 

year after graduation working on a farm 

in Minnesota, then traveling the rest of 

the year.  
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I started in Ghana, where I worked as a volunteer 

at a special needs school. I continued on through 

Morocco, then made my way throughout a lot of 

Europe. This was a critical time for me that 

consisted of a lot of personal growth. This time also 

allowed me to reassess my goals and where I saw 

myself in the future.  

 
What motivated you to pursue work in 

refugee and forced migration? 

 
Initially I had a hard time honing in on what 

direction I wanted to take my social justice work. 

I always had an interest in refugee-related issues 

but wasn’t exactly sure how to 

get involved or have these ideas 

come to fruition. During my 

undergraduate degree I became 

involved with RefugeeOne, a 

Chicago-based resettlement 

agency as a volunteer and intern. 

I instantly felt a deep connection 

with the people I was interacting 

with and was able to see the 

strides that the individuals were 

making with a little assistance. 

 

I began to immerse myself and 

become more involved, and even 

went to a refugee camp while in Ghana. The sense 

of resilience I continually see really solidified that 

this is the path I need to follow. I have developed 

such a deep respect for the refugee community, 

and the ability to persevere in the harshest of 

conditions.  

 

What did the PJC Program do to prepare you 

for those next steps? 
 

I worked a lot on my cross-cultural communication 

skills, which helped me to work with diverse 

populations. I learned how to work with a 

community, not for a community, and essentially 

how to address these things with their input and 

feedback as a priority. Theoretical knowledge and 

critical thinking were at the center of all the courses 

I took. Also practical knowledge because I was able 

to do internships, independent studies and able to 

receive credit for working in Ghana.  
 

What career opportunities are you interested 

in pursuing with your foundation in PJC and 

refugee and forced migration work? 
 

I would like to work in the humanitarian field 

combatting gender-based violence in the refugee 

context. I see myself working  

for a non-governmental or 

intergovernmental organization, 

but eventually down the line 

would like to use the field work 

experiences to transition into 

policymaking.  

 
Do you have a favorite 

memory from the PJC 

program? 
 

Relationships formed with 

faculty and peers. I think it is 

such a unique and small program that it was such a 

privilege to learn from the experiences of my 

classmates. It was a creative and supportive 

environment and I think this really helped me to 

excel academically knowing that there were people 

to bounce ideas off of or collaborate with. 

 
What would your advice be for current and 

future PJC students? 
 

Get involved and get to know the professors in the 

program!   
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“I learned how  

to work with  

a community,  

not for a 

community.” 
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my capacity as a language 

teacher. I received my Masters 

in Women’s and Gender 

Studies from DePaul, with a 

focus on intersectionality and 

anti-racist feminisms. It was 

through anti-racist feminist 

theory that I was inspired to 

work on issues of racial and gender justice as an 

educator and workshop facilitator. Since then, I 

have spent the last few years working with both 

teenagers and adults navigating the complex 

matrix of identity, privilege and oppression, and 

how they impact our lives.  

I am thrilled to be teaching again this year at DePaul 

in the Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies Program. 

While I have worked in the field of education for 

over ten years in various capacities, my love for 

teaching continues to bring me back to the 

classroom. I believe that an exploration of our own 

social identities, in the context of systemic inequities 

and privileges, is not only an important intellectual 

activity, but an embodied process that can be 

transformative. My own professional journey began 

as a high school Spanish teacher in CPS, which then 

led to my passion for public education reform and 

social justice. I loved teaching and building 

relationships with young people, but I felt limited in  

How would you describe your transition from 

being a student at DePaul to now an instructor at 

DePaul? 
 

I graduated in 2007, and have traveled the world, had 

lots of experiences, but never thought I changed too 

much. Listening to my students articulate their opinions 

has been a wake up call for me. I now realize my real-

world experiences have shaped me in ways I had not 

imagined. The transition has not just been understanding 

how to be the professor and not the student, but also 

seeing myself then and evaluating who I am today. 
 

Which class are you teaching? 
 

PAX214, where we are discussing current events, root 

issues to today's conflicts, and how things can be 

changed. We are also experimenting with alternative 

conflict resolution tactics for said real life issues. 
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What is your connection to the course and the 

materials you have chosen? 
 

I like to stay up to date on current events both 

domestically and internationally, but often feel an 

overwhelming need to separate myself from the negative 

news being reported. This class reminds me, and 

hopefully teaches my students, that being 'right', as well 

as the 'truth', is completely subjective. 

 
What goals have you set for your students? What 

do you hope they get out of it? 
 

I hope my students have a better understanding of the 

current events, with the lasting understanding that there 

is always more to the story than they're ever going to 

know. We have to keep asking questions, and really listen 

to the answers—even if we don't like what we hear. 

Faculty Spotlight 

Beth Peres is a 2007 DePaul graduate, earning a B.A. in Sociology, and graduated 

from Brandeis University with a Dual Masters in Coexistence & Conflict and 

Sustainable International Development. She has just returned from over two years in 

Israel and has over 10 years of interfaith dialogue experience. Because Beth is a former 

DePaul student and now a DePaul instructor, we wanted to ask about what that 

transition was like and what to expect from her autumn course, PAX 214: Conflict: 

Intervention, Negotiation & Advocacy. 

A Conversation With... 

Jessica Havens is an adjunct professor with the Peace, Justice and Conflict Studies Program at DePaul.  



Community Peacemakers is a DePaul program established in the practice of restorative 

justice and exploring the roots of violence with our youth today. They seek to create more 

peaceful solutions and promote a more just future for all.  

This year’s trainings are free and open to the public. Participants do not need to be a 

DePaul Community Peacemaker to attend. All of the below trainings will be held in Arts 

and Letters, Room 402. 
 

Nonviolence/Conflict Resolution, facilitated by PJC professor Ken Butigan 

Friday, October 23rd, 3:30-5:30pm 

Here the focus will be on nonviolence and its relevance in peace work. Participants will 

have the opportunity to experience a number on nonviolent practices and also learn 

methods of facilitating these practices in moments of conflict. 
 

Classroom Facilitation, facilitated by PJC professor Jane Nicholson 

Friday, November 6th, 3:30-5:00pm 

Classroom facilitation can be a helpful tool in any field of work. We will review methods 

of facilitation and how to lead a lesson. We will also discuss an overview of Chicago Public 

Schools and the education system in Chicago. 

Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 

The Peace, Justice, & Conflict Studies Program offers students an undergraduate major 

and minor curriculum that helps them reflect on the origins and causes of conflict, 

violence, and social injustice as well as the wide spectrum of conflict intervention, from 

armed conflict, through governmental and organizational peace-building, to local and 

interpersonal conflict resolution. The Program also introduces students to strategies for 

resolving interpersonal, communal and international conflicts peacefully, as well as tactics 

that promote the common good in a way that addresses the structural origins of violence.  

Community Peacemaker’s Training Series  

Sociology Update: New Concentration  

The Irwin W. Steans Center for Community-based Service Learning and the Department 

of Sociology would like to introduce a new academic concentration within Sociology: 

Cities, Action, Power and Practice (C.A.P.P.). Spearheaded by Assistant Professor, J.J. 

Schlichtman, this concentration equips students to work for change in developing 

sustainable local communities. Concentrators will explore social, political, economic and 

environmental aspects of communities in the United States and around the world. Topics 

include the critical analysis of the historical development and current conditions of 

downtown centers, residential neighborhoods and suburban areas. Students will 

investigate the interrelated issues of poverty, housing, education and crime in phenomena 

like public housing and gentrification. As they do, they will also consider the activists, 

organizations and policy efforts that mobilize around these issues. Collaborations with 

community organizations will provide the student with a familiarity of urban issues and 

institutions as many of the courses offered under the CAPP concentration are service 

learning courses and/or satisfy the Community Service Studies Minor.  
 

PJC majors can take the Sociology Cities Concentration as a second major. 

Helpful Links & 

Resources for 

Students 
 

Career Center 

careercenter.depaul.edu 

Loop: 312.362.8437 

LPC: 312.325.7431 

The Career Center is a 

great resource to find an 

internship or job, network 

with professionals, and 

get career development 

assistance.  
 

Center for Intercultural 

Programs 

studentaffairs. 

depaul.edu/cip/ 

Follow this link to sign up 

for the CIP email list and 

for events calendar.  
 

University Ministry 

studentaffairs. 

depaul.edu/ministry 

Follow this link for 

information on Vincentian 

Community Service and  

Service Immersion Trips, 

as well as other resources.  
 

DePaul Engage 

facebook.com/ 

engagedepaul 

To join the DePaul  

Engage email list, you  

can email Emily at  

Ekrause@depaul.edu. 


