
Welcome, Professor Amali Dabarera! 

A Note from Director Mary Jeanne Larrabee 

Greetings to all!  I would like to announce the PJC’s Outstanding Senior, chosen from 

among students completing their degrees in 2014/15 by PJC faculty.  Chelsey Sanford is a 

joint B.A Religious Studies and PJC major, having also completed the University Honors 

Program.  PJC named five seniors as academically outstanding at the annual Senior Day, 

but only one can go to the LAS College Honors Night. Congratulations, Chelsey! 

 

This  spring marks the 5th anniversary of our first PJC graduate, Emily Ce Anderson, who 

worked with L.A. gangs after college in the Vincentian Volunteers and then returned to 

DePaul for an M.A. in Writing and Publishing.  Having married in 2013, she is known as 

E.Ce Miller: track her at http://www.ecemiller.com/.  And now we have a fine trail of PJC 

graduates who follow their own paths.  Among these I would like to mention three PJC 

alums who are moving into graduate programs in fall: Tessa Lavdiotis is entering DPU’s 

new M.S. in Refugee and Displaced Persons (in the last year she has traveled to investi-

gate refugees in Africa).  Amy Black just recently returned after 2 ½ years with Global  

Brigades in Honduras and will enter the University of Chicago’s A.M. program at the 

School of Social Service Administration; she is currently working as Executive Coordinator 

at the National Immigrants Justice Center in Chicago.  Christa Kuntzelman, just completing 

the M.S. in International Public Service at DePaul, is moving on to a doctoral program at 

Northwestern University in Political Science.  We were grateful to have her as the PJC 

graduate student Program Assistant for two years, when she has also continued her  

volunteer work with the Red Cross restoring communications for families internationally 

displaced by violence.  

Spring 2014-2015 

Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 
              DePaul University 

Please join us in welcoming our newest professor, Amali Dabarera, 

teaching PAX 214. Amali is a DePaul Alumni graduated in 2013 with 

a Master’s of International Public Service. She grew up in a small 

coastal town in Sri Lanka during a time of tremendous ethnic 

conflict. In 2005, Amali moved to the US for her undergraduate 

degree and completed her B.S. in Community Health. During her 

studies, she provided service to many non-profits such as Boys and 

Girls Club, American Red Cross and Parliament of the World’s 

Religions— where she currently works to support its mission to 

promote peace through interfaith cooperation.  

Dr. Mary Jeanne Larrabee  
Program Director 
Phone: 773-325-1147 
Email: mlarrabe@depaul.edu 
 
Dr. Eugene Beiriger 
Co-Director 
Phone: 773-325-7454 
Email: ebeirige@depaul.edu 

 

Joshua Covell 
Program Coordinator 
Phone: 773-325-7799 
Email: jcovell@depaul.edu 
 
Christa Kuntzelman 
Student Program Coordinator 
Phone: 773-325-7799 
Email: ckuntzel@depaul.edu 

facebook.com/

DePaulPeace 

Justiceand 

ConflictStudies 

Program 

@DePaulPAX 

las.depaul.edu/

departments/

peace-justice-and

-conflict-studies 



Student Perspective 
The Silence: Violence against Pregnant Women in Nigeria 

By Debra Eloubaju, PJC Minor 
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Anyone who has ever ridden the CTA Red Line cannot escape hearing the prerecorded message that priority 
seating is reserved for peoples with disabilities and expecting mothers. Have you ever seen a pregnant woman 
standing on the train? Every time that I have, there is an overwhelming feeling of sympathy that washes over 
me, followed by immediately giving up my seat (unless someone else does first). Not because pregnant women 
are inherently weak, but because it is visually apparent that pregnancy is an extra stressor to the body. I give up 
my seat out of respect for women who are carrying and bringing new life into the world in which we all live.  
 

When studying maternal mortality is Africa, specifically Nigeria, it is easy to attribute the high maternal mortality 
rate to a lack of infrastructure--roads to get to facilities during high-risk pregnancy, and a lack of skilled birth 
attendants. However, with a maternal mortality rate of 545 in 10,000 (a low estimate), it is fair to assume that 
there are other contributing factors. One contributing factor appears to be undervaluing women; which 
combines dangerously with harmful traditional medical practices.   
 

A survey conducted with Nigerian women in both urban and rural areas of the country found that violence 
during pregnancy by their intimate partner occurs across the board2. This is not only detrimental to the gender 
relations in the country but is also correlated to the high maternal mortality rate. A vast majority of women 
believe that intimate partner violence was the fault of the women due to her having a "strong month," being 
disobedient or demanding/refusing sex. This view was congruent with the men who were also surveyed; they 
believed that intimate partner violence was the woman’s fault due to her lack of prayer, obedience, or sex 
refusal. 
 

The reality of the matter is that intimate partner violence is viewed as a private matter and therefore many 
women suffer in silence3. This silence does not allow for the magnitude of the issue to be fully grasped. Not to 
mention the women who cannot be accounted for because they have perished due to this violence.  Now this 
question remains, if the issue is a private matter how can it be addressed? 
 

It was frightening to see that even though not all the men surveyed hit their partners during pregnancy, they all 
claimed that if they witnessed the act they would not step in. Nigeria is a patriarchal society like most of the rest 
of the world. Therefore, men need to be the catalyst in reducing intimate partner violence, and need to be 
active in reducing maternal mortality.  
 

When one is initially faced with the problem of violence against pregnant women, naturally there is a sense of 
disgust. How can Nigerian men beat on the women who are carrying their children? Then, once we move, pass 
the initial disgust we can really see the issue at hand. Yes, violence against pregnant women is awful in Nigeria; 
but this phenomenon is not unique to Nigeria or even Africa, this is a global issue.  
 

What systems do we have in place in our societies that have allowed abuse against women to become routine?  
In Nigeria the women most at risk to experience this type of violence are women who are lower educated and of 
lower income3. Although it may take years to address the issue of poverty and education disparities, this issue 
cannot wait. It is time to break the silence and dismantle to taboo that surrounds this type of violence against 
women.  

  
Source 
National Population Commission (NPC) [Nigeria] and ICF Macro. 2009. Nigeria Demographic and Health Survey 2008. Abuja, Nigeria: National Population 

Commission and ICF Macro. 
Andersson, Neil et al. “Male Responsibility and Maternal Morbidity: a Cross-Sectional Study in Two Nigerian States.” BMC Health Services Research11. Suppl 2 

(2011): S7. PMC. Web. 21 Jan. 2015. 
Prevalence of violence against pregnant women in Abeokuta, Nigeria, Australian and New Zealand Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology 2008; 48: 405–414 
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On Monday, April 13th, Rwandans and friends of Rwanda in Chicago gathered to honor those who were 
slaughtered in the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsis in Rwanda.  During this period from April 7 to July 4, 
Rwanda remembers, the harrowing times that took one million people. For Rwandans living abroad being away 
from home in this period is hard. Many worry about their family who will be reliving those times. They want, 
more than anything, to be home, and comfort their loved ones.  

In this commemoration event hosted by Peace, Justice, and Conflict 
Studies, Rwandan students at DePaul were joined by Rwandans in the 
Chicago area, friends of Rwanda, DePaul Catholic Campus Ministry, and 
many more from the DePaul family.  In this emotional event, we heard 
from many incredible speakers who reminded the true meaning of Never 
Again. In 1994, the world knew, and many sat quietly, watching behind TV 
screens, as men, women, and children were killed by machetes for three 
months. The senseless acts could have been stopped, and lives could have 
been saved. Today, similar situations occur around the world.  

Father Guillermo Campuzano (Memo) called on those present to cultivate a spirit of unity and reconciliation, 
and to fight for a world free of atrocities like the Holocaust, the Genocide, and many other human rights 
abuses.  Annabella Uwineza, a genocide survivor shared her testimony. She said that she finds closure from 
knowing that she is living everyday, not just for herself, but also for all of those who don’t have a chance to live 
out their dreams today because their lives were taken too soon.  

This year, Rwandans focused their efforts in fighting genocide denial and revisionism. Kelley Szany, the director 
of Education at the Illinois Holocaust Museum spoke about the consequences of genocide denial and 
revisionism. She reminded those present that, while the events that lead to a genocide are not always linear, 
there is a logical application of the methods used by the perpetrators, with the end goal of annihilating a 
specific group of people, and this is a fact in the Rwandan case. 

I called on those present to not confine Rwanda’s history to the horrors of the genocide. I insisted people 
acknowledge and admire how far the survivors, together with a supportive and progressive government, have 
come. I reminded those present of where Rwanda stands as a nation today, exemplary to many in developing 
countries and western nations.  

Rwandans at DePaul University are thankful for a school whose dedication to 
the promotion of social justice extends further than the city limits and the US.  
May the victims of the Genocide rest in peace, and the survivors find comfort. 
May the world, Never Again turn a blind eye to the cries of the oppressed.  

A Commemoration on the Rwandan Genocide Against the Tutsi: 
A Reflection by PJC Senior Elodie Shami 



Thabita Haruna’s Life Matters 
A reflection by Kathleen “Kat” Anaza 
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Last weekend a young woman named Thabita Haruna lost her 

life. Until yesterday, her name evaded me. What the media had 

informed me of were the alleged events that led to her murder. 

After refusing to the search and frisking of her body at an 

entrance to the Muda Lawal Market in Bauchi, Nigeria; she arose 

suspicion from her fellow market-goers. Her refusal incited the 

forcible removal of her hijab from her body; allegedly revealing 

two plastic bottles attached to her waist. This revelation was all 

the catalyst the crowd needed to bludgeon her to death, place a 

tire drenched in gasoline over her body and light her ablaze. 

 

This story leaves me distraught. For nearly a week, her name was unavailable for those who wanted to pray 

on hers or the behalf of her family. In my head I named her Nneka Doe, (Nneka is a common Nigerian girl 

name). I could learn nothing about her life, except its heinous end.  All reports indicated that it was unlikely 

that Thabita had any involvement in a ‘terror’ plot.  It is possible she was nervous and uncomfortable with 

idea of subjecting her body to the violation and humiliation of a search. I think about all the feelings present 

in the marketplace. I think about the fear she must have experienced when she realized this crowd had 

turned their anger, fear and helplessness onto her body. I think of the fear her shopping companion 

experienced as they watched their friend’s gruesome murder. Now with the confirmation of her name, I 

only have a little more insight into Thabita’s life. Her sister is presently extremely pained by her death and 

in mourning. Thabita previously worked in the market until 2007 when she began experiencing mental 

illness. I can learn little more about Thabita, but the press wants me to know who and what Boko Haram is, 

also they want me to know that Boko Haram’s action hinders life in Nigeria. 

 

Thabita and her fellow market-goers are living in a climate where the kidnapping of hundreds of their 

daughters during their final examinations occurs, and nearly a year later no one has conclusively answered 

how many girls are even missing. They live in a world so numb to their suffering that a weekend slaughter 

of over 2000 community members in Baga, Nigeria barely elicits a hashtag. They live a world where 

#Pray4Nigeria or #BringBackOurGirls are requests they know will remain unanswered. 

 

The Bauchi market-goers are not unique or irrational in their fears. In the last year alone 28 women have 

been involved in suicide attacks in Nigeria alone. When these reports cite women as the attackers, it could 

likely be that the attackers are young girls, girls the same age as the missing Chibok girls. The media does 

not differentiate between children, adolescents and adults in their reporting of Nigeria; not in same ways 

that they would report if ‘Nneka Doe’ was a ‘Jane Doe’ of the US. The media does not ask if the young 

Photo Source: AlJazeera article in sources 
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female attackers are the same young females, kidnapped nearly a year ago from their school in Chibok, 

Nigeria; the girls who still are not back! They do not ask what support someone experiencing these traumas 

requires before condemning and attacking a possible ‘terrorist’. No one asks because their still posting 

aimless hashtags, hoping someone, somewhere cares more than them. The market-goers of Bauchi can feel 

this irreverence, their feelings are similar to any community battling insurgency. Communities in Syria, 

Afghanistan, Pakistan, Mali, Kurdistan and numerous other regions conduct their daily social interactions in 

political climates like those of Bauchi. 

 

With political climates like these, I can only imagine how many other women like Thabita will have their 

bodies used as a space for cathartic release. How many, will bear the brunt of brutalization while their 

communities negotiate fear, despair and hopelessness? Their bodies have become the space where 

communities release feelings of fear, affirm their cultural beliefs and resist conditions imposed on them. Their 

bodies become a crucial space for debates like: female circumcision, veiling practices and child marriage; but 

the voices and stories attached to these bodies remain silenced and ignored.  

 

Hearing the name ‘Boko Haram’ on the global media was the first time I had heard the Hausa language 

outside of my community, nonetheless on international media. Today we recognize the names of ‘Boko 

Haram’ and its leaders like Abubakar Shekau. We acknowledge those people; but I still cannot learn about 

Thabita. We know ISIS or ISIL and Al-Shabab; but do we know its victims? Do we think about what the ‘notions 

of terror’ and ‘insurgency’ are doing to communities, families and especially the bodies of women? Moreover, 

do our thoughts extend beyond the time needed to create as hashtag and share it on social media? I have 

consumed countless expert analysts and 

politicians’ opinions about the political 

climate in Nigeria. I do not want to hear 

any more from them, until I get to hear 

what the daughters of Nigeria: the 

Thabitas, Nnekas, Halimas, Abiolas and 

Chimamandas have to say. Until I hear from 

the daughters of Afghanistan, Mali, Syria 

and Pakistan this story will not be whole.  

 
 
 
News Reports of Thabita: 
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/03/02/teenage-girl-thought-to-be-a-suicide-bomber-is-beaten-and-burned-to-death-in

-nigeria/ 

http://nypost.com/2015/03/01/teen-girl-accused-of-planning-suicide-bombing-beaten-to-death/ 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-31748394 

http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/03/mob-kills-woman-over-suicide-bombing-scare-in-bauchi/ 

http://www.america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/4/13/mistaken-for-a-boko-haram-bomber-nigerian-woman-was-lynched-by-mob 
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Recommended Fall Quarter Courses 

PAX 300/384: The theory and Practice of Nonviolent Action  

With Dr. Scott Paeth 

 

This course will offer an introduction to the theory and practice of nonviolent action, examining the 

strategy and tactics that have served as the basis for movements of nonviolent change throughout the 

world. Through a close reading and discussion of by Gene Sharp's “The Politics of Nonviolent Action” we 

will critically analyze the ways in which nonviolence offers concrete prospects for social action. 

PAX 250: Critical Dance and Social Transformation  

With Johnny LaSalle 

 

Striking a Pose - Critical Dance and Social Transformation will be an interdisciplinary learning course 

that offers students of all backgrounds a context for reflecting upon the practice of dance in our 

everyday lives. This course will challenge the perception of dance as merely aesthetically pleasing and 

will inspire students to become critical thinkers and socially aware artist through lectures, film, basic 

dance technique workshops and discussions. Together we will explore a uniquely holistic perspective of 

dance and use the classroom studio as a stage to reframe the conception of dance into a language that 

has the power to transform, influence, and implement social understandings into a new dynamic of 

human experiences. 
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DePaul’s Center for Intercultural Programs (CIP) promotes artistic expression and intellectual inquiry that challenges 

students to explore all aspects of their identity. CIP develops programs and services that empower students to learn 

about the multitude of ways that their intersecting identities shape their understanding of their world and to confront 

systems of oppression and to promote social justice by celebrating and affirming the dignity of every member of our 

university. For more information about events, visit http://studentaffairs.depaul.edu/cip.  



Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 

Helpful Links and  
Resources for Students 

 

Career Center 

careercenter.depaul.edu 

Loop: 312.362.8437 

LPC: 312.325.7431 

 

Center for Intercultural 

Programs 

studentaffairs. 
depaul.edu/cip/ 

Follow this link to sign 

up for the CIP email list 

and for events calendar.  

 

University Ministry 

studentaffairs. 
depaul.edu/ministry 

Follow this link for 

information on Vincentian 

Community Service and  

Service Immersion Trips, 

as well as other resources.  

 

DePaul Engage 

facebook.com/ 
engagedepaul 

To join the DePaul  

Engage email list, you 

can email Emily at  

Ekrause@depaul.edu. 

The Peace, Justice, & Conflict Studies Program offers students a B.A. major curriculum 

that helps them reflect on the origins and causes of conflict, violence, and social 

injustice as well as the wide spectrum of conflict intervention, from armed conflict, 

through governmental and organizational peace-building, to local and interpersonal 

conflict resolution. The Program also introduces students to strategies for resolving 

interpersonal, communal and international conflicts peacefully, as well as tactics that 

promote the common good in a way that addresses the structural origins of violence. 

Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies  

Sponsored Event! 


