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A Note from the Director 

A great way to expand your experiences with Program-related themes is through December 

immersion experiences offered by University Ministry. Our pilot program last year in El Salvador 

was a real success and will be continuing on under the instruction of Susana Martinez! Applica-

tions are due May 8, 2013 and can be obtained through the University Ministry website:  

(http:/studentaffairs.depaul.edu/ministry/index.html).  

For questions about our El Salvador or Columbia service immersions, contact Joyana Dvorak at 

JJACOBY5@depaul.edu. 

 

There are also internship opportunities through DePaul’s Study Abroad Program. Please visit the 

Study Abroad website for more information: studyabroad.depaul.edu. 

If you’re interested in receiving internship credit from study abroad, please contact me at  

mlarrabe@depaul.edu.  

 

 -Mary Jeanne Larrabee 
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With the simple click of a television remote, we are inundated by twenty-four

-hour cable news channels that make it appear as if we live in a world of 

perpetual violence. Syria. Sudan. Afghanistan. The Democratic Republic of 

Congo. Palestine. And that is not to mention the 

American violence that has reigned on our TV 

screens over the past weeks. When the news sta-

tions are not fixated on politics or the economy, 

they are focused on violence.  

 

Although I like to consider myself an idealist, it is 

at times like those when watching the television 

that the pessimist in me takes hold. I wonder to 

myself whether obtaining global peace will ever be 

feasible in the world we currently live in. I begin to 

question world peace. Is it a cliché? Is it logistically 

possible? But then I remind myself that humans 

are capable of anything. For as many times as humans have proven them-

selves capable of the most horrific atrocities, they have also proven them-

selves capable of extreme benevolence and ingenuity. 

 

We all know that world peace will not be achieved through the barrel of a 

gun. Perhaps it will not even be solved politically. The key to world peace 

might very well lie within us – the world’s citizens.  
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I am one to believe that in order for a physically violent-free world to be obtained, we first 

need to rectify the structural violence, otherwise known as the global inequalities, that exist 

and which often result in the physical violence we see on our television screens. Although it is 

impossible to change past sins such as colonialism, trade inequalities, and wars of yesterday, it 

is, however, possible to start afresh today and work to rectify the consequences of said past 

sins.  

 

Together, we can call for structural change in the forms of international universal health cover-

age, universal education, and equal rights to all regardless of individual defining characteris-

tics. If the world’s structural inequalities are resolved and the global scale of wealth/poverty is 

balanced, then perhaps there will be less grievances to be addressed through the barrel of a 

gun; perhaps there will be less international threats which would result in the uselessness of 

nuclear weapons; perhaps those who were so often silenced will be able to have their voices 

heard and will be able to contribute their ideas for obtaining a violence-free world.  

 

I find that I must constantly remind myself, that even in what seems to be the bleakest of 

times of this world, that peace is still obtainable with the combined efforts of those whom it 

affects the most: us. As the famous Kenyan proverb states, “Peace is costly, but it’s worth the 

expense”. I would advise us all to invest in peace, even in the tiniest of situations. With com-

bined efforts, we can make peace a real possibility. There is no better time to start than the 

present.   

-Karen Kilberg 

Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 

Listen 
 

 

 
Be still like the mountain 

Be free like the black bird wandering endlessly in 
adventure. 

Be calm like the Colorado. 
Be strong like the fierce Colorado when  

needed be. 
Listen to wind hear it speak for they carry  

ancient wisdom.  
Rise up like the tallest canyon peaks. 

Be still my friend.  
If not you are missing something beautiful. 

My child do not be afraid  
you matter just as the tiniest mustard seed for it 

can move mountains.  
Be still and listen to the fall of the raindrops. 

Stand tall like the mighty redwoods.  
Recognized the beauty in everything you see, 

from the crow flying aimlessly  
to the tiny leaf on the tree. 

O human child we leave this earth to you take 

care of it and become the Stewards of the earth.   
Do not feel alone for the smallest act can  

create ripples.  

 

-Elizabeth Juarez 
This poem was composed during 30 min of reflection at the 
Grand Canyon during the Tuba City service immersion trip.  

Rebalancing Peace Cont’d... 
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Community Engagement & Sustainable Human Development– Costa Rica 

The International Center for Development Studies (ICDS) has recently announced a new ser-

vice-learning course starting in Fall 2013, entitled “Community Engagement and Sustainable 

Human Development”. This course will provide students with the opportunity to participate in 

community work, complemented with reflection spaces 

in the classroom, along with discussions about topics of 

local human development processes in urban Costa Ri-

ca.  Through ICDS´ strong relationships with many dif-

ferent organizations in the community (i.e. ALIARSE, 

Costa Rica Multilingue), and our collaboration with the-

se groups, we offer rich and varied service opportuni-

ties to our students. Check out the links below for more 

information. 

 

www.icds.ac.cr 

www.twitter.com/ICDSCostaRica 

www.facebook.com/ICDS.CR 

Study Abroad in Costa Rica! 

Thursday, February 21 

1:00-2:30pm 

Webinar (phone & internet) 

 

Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI) 

 

Looking for work that is intrinsically interest-

ing and gratifying to you? The MBTI is used 

to assist individuals in identifying their per-

sonality strengths, preferred work environ-

ments, communication styles and career pos-

sibilities. While few occupations provide a 

“perfect” match between personality and 

work tasks, this indicator and workshop will 

assist you in making an informed decision. 

Opportunities at the Career Center 

Thursday, February 28 

1:00-2:30pm 

Loop TBD 

Love What You Do–  

DePaul Interest Finder (DIF) 

 

Research has shown a strong correlation be-

tween incorporating interests into your career 

planning process and ultimate workplace sat-

isfaction. Participants will take the DePaul 

Interest Finder (DIF), a tailored survey de-

signed to specifically help DePaul students 

explore their interests and identify related 

majors, student organizations, and careers. 

Take advantage of this opportunity to learn 

how your time at DePaul can be shaped to 

match your interests and help you work to-

ward career satisfaction. 

Visit the Career Center’s website for more information: careercenter.depaul.edu 
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SPOTLIGHT: Spring Quarter Courses 

Nancy Bothne earned her PhD in Community Psychology at 

DePaul University in 2012.  Her research explored gender 

differences in how immigrant survivors of torture in the Unit-

ed States experience a psychological sense of community.  

She examined experiences of survivors in their countries of 

origin and in the United States. Prior to her academic life, 

Nancy worked as Midwest Regional Director for Amnesty In-

ternational USA.  

 

In the Spring quarter, Dr. Bothne will be teaching PAX 385: 

Human Rights– Human Rights & Conflict Transformation: The 

Good, the Bad and the Ugly. Human rights are sometimes 

pitted against the need for countries to move on – to develop 

a “clean” slate -- following periods of conflict. In this class, 

we will explore what human rights are and how they may inhibit or facilitate peace following 

periods of conflict transformation.  We will explore not only how nation states recover from pe-

riods of conflict, but how people begin to recover a sense of community among each oth-

er.  Our focus on human rights will include protections of civil and political rights, in addition to 

economic, social and culture rights that address structural violence. This class may appeal to 

students interested in careers with NGOs that engage in transitional justice work or human 

rights advocacy. 

PAX 385: Topics in Human Rights- 

Human Rights & Conflict Transformation: The Good, the Bad and the Ugly 

 

In the Spring quarter, Dr. Ann Russo will be teaching PAX 320: Transformative Justice: Theory 

and Practice. This course introduces students to transformative justice responses to violence 

that do not rely on state institutions. These include collective processes for support and heal-

ing, intervention, accountability, and prevention. The pedagogical praxis of learning will be 

through communal peacemaking circles and collective strategy sessions to create community 

responses to violence. 

 

 

Areas of Teaching and Research 

 

-Women, Violence, and Justice 

-Feminist, Anti-Racist, and Critical Race Theories and Practices 

-Activism and Social Justice Movements 

-Constructions of Race, Class, Gender, and Sexuality in Media 

-Sexual Identities and Sexuality Debates 

 

PAX 320: Transformative Justice: Theory and Practice 
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SAVE THE DATES! 

 

Sister Helen Prejean 

Returns to DePaul! 
 

 

 

Sunday, April 21, 2013 

9:00-11:00pm 

Evening Liturgy 
St. Vincent DePaul Church 

 

Monday, April 22, 2013 

6:00pm 

Dead Man Walking  
Play Project Performance 
Location: TBD 

 

Wednesday, April 24, 2013 

9:00pm 

VIA Big 8 & Quarterly  
Interreligious Celebration 

Student Center 120 

 

Thursday, April 25, 2013 

9:00am-11:00am 

Memoir Writing Breakfast & 
Dialogue 

Location: TBD 
 

 

Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/DePaulPeaceJusticeandConflictStudiesProgram 

The Peace, Justice, & Conflict Studies Program offers students a B.A. major curriculum that helps them 

reflect on the origins and causes of conflict, violence, and social injustice as well as the wide spectrum 

of conflict intervention, from armed conflict, through governmental and organizational peace-building, 

to local and interpersonal conflict resolution. The Program also introduces students to strategies for re-

solving interpersonal, communal and international conflicts peacefully, as well as tactics that promote 

the common good in a way that addresses the structural origins of violence.  

  

Events CalendarEvents Calendar 

 

 

 

Monday, February 4 
7:00pm-9:00pm 

Forum: U.S. Call for Regime Change in Syria 

Student Center 120A 

 

Monday, February 11 

11:20am-12:50pm 
Cultural Café: Performing Activism in Virtual Spaces 

Student Center 120AB 

 

Monday, February 11 

6:00-8:00pm 

Cultural Café: CROSSED by Teatro Luna 
Student Center 120 AB 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, February 20 

6:00-7:30pm 

Speakers Series: Civil Rights and Cyber Racism in the Digital Era 
Student Center 120 AB 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Thursday, February 21 

6:00-7:30 

Speakers Series: Blogging & Internet Activism 

Student Center 314AB 
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