
Student Spotlight 

A Note from the Director 

Greetings!   

Deadlines are always upon us. But you don’t want to miss the chance to travel with 

University Ministry next December. The deadline comes by the middle of spring 

quarter, but you will need to attend an information session first. Once you go on one 

domestic trip and find it is a great experience, you can move on to an international 

trip. For either you might look into doing the training to be the student leader for a 

trip.   

Check all this out with University Ministry on the third floor of the Student Center, to 

the west of the food court.  I’ve done two already—they were great!  

— Mary Jeanne Larrabee 

Winter 2015-2016 

Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 
              DePaul University 

Anna Fechtor, French and Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies Major 

and International Politics Minor, received funding from the Babel 

Initiative to conduct a research project in Istanbul entitled “Istanbul 

as an Emerging Global Commodity: Understanding Local Agency in 

the Face of Urban Regeneration.” 

The Babel Initiative is a a student association, based at the Mediterranean and Middle 

Eastern Campus of Sciences Po in Menton, France, that aims at increasing the 

understanding of the diverse cultures and countries of the Mediterranean and the 

MENA region and operates as a platform to support student-initiated research 

projects, taking on various forms – from interviews, to video reports to the experience 

of human interaction itself. 

Sciences Po in Menton focuses on political, economic and social issues in 

Mediterranean countries, the Middle-East and the Gulf. Coursework can be done in 

French, English and Arabic. It is one of the six campuses to which DePaul students 

have access through the Sciences Po exchange agreement with DePaul University.  
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What initially made you interested in the Peace, Justice 

& Conflict Studies Program? 
  

I have always been interested in social justice. When I 

heard about this program, I was excited to learn more 

about nonviolent movements and solutions for solving 

some of the injustices in the world. I started with the 

program as my minor, but moved it up to a second 

major when that became an option my junior year.  

 

What was your path like after finishing the PJC 

Program? What options did you consider? 
 

During the time in the program, I focused my 

internships and volunteer experience at a variety of 

nonprofits that worked with immigrant and refugee 

populations. I knew that I wanted to continue a path 

working in nonprofits and serving the same population. 

I considered different service programs that would take 

me abroad, but ended with an AmeriCorps VISTA 

position that assisted ESOL programs in the state of 

Florida with language acquisition, career pathways, and 

health literacy skills. I enjoyed the aspect of the national 

service organization and moved up to be the 

AmeriCorps VISTA state-wide grant coordinator at the 

nonprofit where I worked once my year was complete.  

 

What kind of work are you doing now? And what 

motivated you to pursue that work? 
 

Right now I am an After-School Programs Coordinator 

at an inner-city high-school in Orlando that implements 

the community school model. The community school 

model is a partnership between the school district, a 

local university, a community health organization, and a 

lead nonprofit agency. This partnership aims to provide 

social services to youth, parents, and community 

members through schools. I'm currently pursuing my 

Master of Science in Family, Youth, and Community 

Sciences to continue to work with this model and 

implement this holistic approach to new programs. I was 

motivated initially to work in this program because I 

missed the benefits of direct service and believe in the 

power of youth. Since being in the position, I have 

implemented a service learning program, an anger 

management/conflict resolution program that works as 

an intervention strategy, and a community wide service 

day.  

  

What did the PJC Program do to prepare you for those 

next steps? 
 

The PJC program helped me in a multitude of ways. The 

primary thing I remember from the program is that other 

solutions are possible. Things don't have to be the way 

they are and sometimes you just need to be creative and 

collaborative to have an effective, long-lasting change. 

Each of the movements and programs we studied in the 

program were complex and connected through multiple 

agencies that put the voice of the community or those 

served, first. I aim to be effective in all my endeavors by 

bringing all those involved to the table.  

  

What career opportunities are you interested in 

pursuing with your foundation in PJC and refugee and 

forced migration work? 
 

My foundation in refugee and forced migration work 

helped me to better understand the populations in which I 

am serving. While I am not abroad, a significant amount 

of the population I work with are refugees or immigrants 

from Haiti or the islands. Having the cultural 

understanding of the traumatic experience of forced 

migration helps in creating programs and services that 

will help to serve students who are coping with trauma 

while adjusting to a new culture.  

  

Do you have a favorite memory from the PJC program? 
 

My favorite memory is going to a conference with 

Maureen Dolan and five other PAX students for a 

weekend in Milwaukee. It was an amazing weekend of 

learning, reflecting, and having intellectual discussions 

about the practicality of different social justice initiatives. I 

still keep in touch with several people who were on that 

trip.  

  
What would your advice be for current and future PJC 

students? 
 

Be open to learn from every experience and take a class by 

Ogenga Otunno. You will not regret either of those.  
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Annie Schmidt is a spring 2011 alumna of the Peace, Justice & 

Conflict Studies Program. She is currently an After-School 

Programs Coordinator in Orlando, Fl. 
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List of Spring Courses 

Dates and times are subject to change.  

Check Campus Connect for information on all of the Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies course offerings for winter quarter. 

Dept Title Time Faculty Camp Hrs LS Comment 

LSP 200-328 Multiculturalism in the US: Multicultural-
ism, Identity & Social Justice 

TTH 4:20-5:50 Havens, Jessica LPC 4 SSMW   

LSP 200-904 Multiculturalism in the US: Multicultural-
ism, Identity & Social Justice 

TH 6:00-9:15 PM Ellison, Joy LPC 4 SSMW   

PAX 200-301 Perspectives on Peace, Justice & Conflict MW 4:20-5:50 Butigan, Ken LPC 4 EL   

PAX 200-901 Perspectives on Peace, Justice & Conflict M 6:00-9:15 PM Lienhart, Luana LPC 4 EL   

PAX 200-902 Perspectives on Peace, Justice & Conflict T 5:45-9:00 Dolan, Maureen LOOP 4 EL   

PAX 200-903 Perspectives on Peace, Justice & Conflict T 6:00-9:15 PM Phillips, Charlotte LPC 4 EL   

PAX 206-301 Boundaries and Identities TTH 2:40-4:10 Nast, Heidi LPC 4     

PAX 210-301 International Conflict and Peacebuilding MW 9:40-11:10 Gosztonyi, Miklos LPC 4 SSMW   

PAX 212-301 Social Justice & Social Change TTH 11:20-12:50 Havens, Jessica LPC 4 SSMW   

PAX 212-901 Social Justice & Social Change: Civil Rights 
Movement 

W 6:00-9:15 PM Cohen, Adar LPC 4 SSMW   

PAX 218-301 Human Rights: Promise & Problematics MW 2:40-4:10 Chojnacki, Ruth LPC 4 PI   

PAX 225-901 Transnational Grassroots Social Move-
ments 

W 6:00-9:15 PM Arents, Jerica LPC 4     

PAX 235-301 The Ethics of Poverty MW 1:00-2:30 Chojnacki, Ruth LPC 4     

PAX 240-301 Voices of War and Peace: Art, Literature & 
Film 

MW 11:20-12:50 Gosztonyi, Miklos LPC 4 AL   

PAX 242-301 Acting for Social Change TTH 2:40-4:10 Martinez, Susana LPC 4 AL   

PAX 242-901 Acting for Social Change M 6:00-9:15 PM Butigan, Ken LPC 4 AL   

PAX 250-301 Topics in PJC: Ecological Frameworks F 9:30-12:45 Black, Monika LPC 2   2nd 5 weeks 

PAX 250-302 Topics in PJC: Mindfulness in a Distracted 
World 

T 9:40-11:10 Epperly, Bill LPC 2     

PAX 250-303 Topics in PJC: Peace Journalism TH 9:40-11:10 Koehler, Robert LPC 2     

PAX 250-304 Topics in PJC: The Body and Peace MW 2:40-4:10 Griffin, Phyllis LPC 2   1st five weeks 

PAX 250-305 Topics in PJC: Ministry Spring Trips By arrangement STAFF LPC 2   Permission required 

PAX 250-306 Topics in PJC: Digital Storytelling for Jus-
tice 

Special Cicirello, Brian LPC 2   Course meets 4/8, 12-2pm; 
4/9, 12-3pm; 4/15, 10-3pm; 
4/16, 10-3pm 

PAX 250-307 Topics in PJC: Critical Dance and Social 
Transformation  

Special LaSalle, Johnny LPC 2   Course meets 4/1, 4/8, and 
4/15, 10-3pm 

PAX 250-901 Topics in PJC: Advanced Restorative Jus-
tice Training 

T 6:00-9:15 PM Nicholson, Jane LPC 2   Permission required. 1st 5 
wks. 

PAX 253-301 Despair and Hope TTH 2:40-4:10 Furman, Frida LPC 4     

PAX 290-601 Topics on Justice and Peace: Religion on 
Political Conflict: Northern Ireland 

MW 11:50-1:20 McCain, Mary LOOP 4     

PAX 290-901 Topics on Justice and Peace: Religion & 
Politics in the US 

T 6:00-9:15 PM Strain, Charles LPC 4     

PAX 300-301 Topics Seminar: Literature of War in the 
Twentieth Century 

TTH 1:00-2:30 Beiriger, Gene LPC 4     

PAX 320-901 Transformative Justice TH 6:00-9:15 PM Russo, Ann LPC 4     
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Spring Course Highlights 

Striking a Pose: Critical Dance and Social Transformation will be an interdisciplinary learning course that offers 

students of all backgrounds a context for reflecting upon the practice of dance in our everyday lives. This 

course will challenge the perception of dance as merely aesthetically pleasing and will inspire students to 

become critical thinkers and socially aware artist through lectures, film, basic dance technique workshops 

and discussions. Together we will explore a uniquely holistic perspective of dance and use the classroom 

studio as a stage to reframe the conception of dance into a language that has the power to transform, 

influence, and implement social understandings into a new dynamic of human experiences.  

PAX 250-307: Topics in PJC: Critical Dance and Social Transformation  

April 1, 8 & 15, 10-3pm  |  Prof. Johnny LaSalle, Center for Identity, Inclusion & Social Change 

This course critically examines social justice themes in film and literature (fiction and nonfiction) to study the 

role that film and other narrative arts can play in social justice movements. We will explore questions such as: 

What role can literature play in understanding or promoting social justice and change? Can literature not 

only represent but also re-imagine the terms upon which we engage in political activism? What is the cultural 

role of storytelling in articulating claims for justice and change?  

 

Key goals of the course:  

 To develop students’ visual literacy and critical thinking skills.  

 To reflect on the role that social justice and the arts play in their own lives, activism, and career goals. 

PAX 242-301: Acting for Justice: Social Justice in Film & Literature 

T/TH 2:40-4:10pm |  Prof. Susana Martinez, Modern Languages 

International Human Rights observer with Witness for Peace in 

Honduras, August 2014. 

“Struggling to Study / Studying in order to continue the Struggle,” 

mural at the public University of Colombia, Bogota, December 2015. 
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Peace journalism is an evolving concept. Its goal, as I see it, is to bring an outside source of wisdom to a 

complex situation. This wisdom is about the nature of healing, the possibility of transformation, the 

awareness of social and global wholeness, and the assumption of human equality (everyone’s presence is 

vital to the whole).  

The starting point of the class is finding and developing your voice as a writer. Personal exploration, honesty 

and truth-telling are prerequisites for peace. Class time will be devoted each week to writing exercises and 

the reading of student writing. Peace journalism begins as an inward journey.  

There will also be actual reporting and investigation. The students’ beat is the DePaul campus, the city of 

Chicago and, most of all, their own lives. Students will do live interviews and eventually choose an issue to 

research and write about, as though (and perhaps in fact) for publication. Part of the research will be personal 

journaling, as students mull the implications of the issue and ask themselves such questions as: What is no 

one talking about? How could this be resolved in a positive way for everyone? What is the complex story 

here? 

The class will also include media and language analysis. What are the assumptions, especially the unstated 

ones, in a given story? How was the story framed? What was left out? Was it fair? What was the 

consciousness behind this story?  

Robert Koehler is a long-time Chicago journalist, nationally syndicated columnist and practicing peace journalist. Read 

more at commonwonders.com. 

PAX 250-303: Topics in PJC: Peace Journalism 

TH 9:40-11:10am  |  Prof. Robert Koehler 

Students, like other members of our society, struggle with the weight of significant personal and societal 

challenges. As human beings, we all confront periods of personal crisis, which might involve loss and death, 

depression, and identity definitions. A university education includes exposure to the many problems facing 

our society and our world.  All too often this exposure leaves students with a sense of powerlessness and 

hopelessness in the face of seemingly insurmountable issues. This course attempts to respond to this situation 

by guiding students to religious, ethical, psychological, and other models and tools they may use to address 

these as well as well as more personal concerns--a move from despair to hope--an essential transition in 

developing the human capacity for personal thriving and for involvement in constructive citizenship and 

socio-cultural transformation. 

PAX 253-301: Despair and Hope 

T/TH 2:40-4:10pm  |  Prof. Frida Kerner Furman, Religious Studies 

http://commonwonders.com/


The Chicago flag is iconic. Four red stars 

symbolizing key events in the city’s history are 

surrounded by blue bars for the Chicago River. A 

riff on the flag was 

created last year by the 

campaign that fueled the 

Reparations Ordinance 

for Police Torture 

Survivors — a radical 

document that outlines a 

path toward healing for 

those who survived 

torture under the 

direction of former 

Chicago police commander Jon Burge. The activist 

logo includes a fifth star, only in outline, to mark 

the Chicago Police Department’s reign of terror — 

including beatings and 

electrocution — against 

hundreds of black men 

from 1978-91. Only with 

official recognition of the 

torture and with 

restitution can that final 

star be made red. […] 

As a resident of Chicago 

on the fringes of  [Chicago 

City Council’s Reparations Ordinance] campaign, I 

wore a T-shirt with the activist logo last week in 

Guantánamo, Cuba. I was there over Thanksgiving 

with Witness Against Torture, a grassroots group 

devoted to closing the prison and ending all forms 

of U.S. torture. Along with 13 others, we traveled to 

Cuba in part to commemorate the 10-year 

anniversary of the group’s 

first pilgrimage — a 70-

mile walk from Santiago 

de Cuba to the detention 

facility in 2005. 

After arriving this time, 

we set up tents on top of a 

scenic overlook of the bay. 

The edge of the U.S. base 

was visible. We faced the 

prison and spoke our anger at our government and 

compassion for the men it has abused. We held 

huge banners, including portraits of detained men. 

On Thanksgiving Day, we 

fasted in recognition of 

the ongoing hunger strike 

of some detainees, and the 

separation of all from 

their families. And, in the 

defining ritual of our trip, 

we read the name, told 

the story, and placed on a 

stone wall the picture of 

each of the 107 men still at 

the prison. We then placed the portraits (excluding 

those of the tiny number of admitted, terrorist 

perpetrators held at Guantánamo) on a bed of 

blankets, prayer rugs, and mementos to represent 
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How torture and state violence made its way from Chicago to Guantánamo 

By Jerica Arents, Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 

Photo credit: Justin Norman  

Photo credit: Justin Norman  
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homecoming. To accompany this act, we sang the 

words: “Courage Muslim brothers / you do not 

walk alone / we will walk with you / and sing your 

spirit home.” 

These two histories — the torture and humiliation 

inflicted by the CPD and the terror practiced at 

Guantánamo — are deeply connected and never 

leave me. I came to Guantánamo, in part, to carry 

with me the stories of the African American men 

victimized in Chicago and to join them with people 

whose torture is more widely recognized. 

Throughout my time in Cuba I kept thinking: So 

many Americans still tolerate 

Guantánamo because we 

tolerate routine cruelties in our 

domestic detention and 

incarceration system. 

There is at least one direct 

connection between these brutal 

systems of domestic and 

overseas detention. While in 

power, police commander 

Burge led a cadre of detectives 

who occasionally cherry-picked individuals from 

the black community who fit the profile of an 

alleged suspect and inflicted electric shock, mock 

executions and physical beatings on them in remote 

areas of the city. One such detective, Richard Zuley, 

completed his training under Burge. Zuley, as The 

Guardian reported last February, abused suspects, 

including by shackling them to walls for hours and 

making threats to harm their family members. 

Also a U.S. Navy reserve lieutenant, Zuley was sent 

to Guantánamo in 2002 to conduct interrogations. 

He is alleged to have run “one of the most brutal in 

the history of the notorious wartime prison.” At 

Guantánamo he used sleep deprivation, exposure 

to extreme temperatures, and vivid death threats. 

As in Chicago, the result was a false confession. In 

Zuley, torture techniques practiced in Chicago jails 

were literally exported overseas. I wonder how 

many other police and corrections officials similarly 

applied their dark trade in War on Terror facilities, 

whether as private contractors or uniformed 

military.  

Race is another link between torture at home and 

abroad. Those abused in Chicago were almost 

exclusively African American 

men. The detainees in 

Guantánamo have been Muslim 

men mostly from the Arab 

world and Africa. All these 

populations were, in essence, 

profiled. Chicago police 

presumed the criminality of 

black men. The U.S. military and 

CIA first detained, and then 

tortured, countless Muslim men 

based on flimsy — and even non

-existent — evidence of connection to terrorism. 

Torture inflicted by the modern American state is 

in part the racist targeting and dehumanization of 

people of color. 

“Torture inflicted  

by the modern 

American state is  

in part the racist 

targeting and 

dehumanization of 

people of color.” 

This is a condensed excerpt of the article.  

Read the full text at WagingNonviolence.org.  

In Spring 2016, Prof. Arents is teaching PAX 225: 

Transnational Grassroots Social Movements, which  

was previously taught as a PAX 290 Topics course. 

http://wagingnonviolence.org/feature/torture-state-violence-made-way-chicago-guantanamo/


The Peace, Justice, & Conflict Studies Program offers students an undergraduate major 

and minor curriculum that helps them reflect on the origins and causes of conflict, 

violence, and social injustice as well as the wide spectrum of conflict intervention, from 

armed conflict, through governmental and organizational peace-building, to local and 

interpersonal conflict resolution. The Program also introduces students to strategies for 

resolving interpersonal, communal and international conflicts peacefully, as well as 

tactics that promote the common good in a way that addresses the structural origins of 

Information Session 

Combined BA in PJC / MA in Journalism  

Helpful Links & 

Resources for 

Students 
 

 

Career Center 

careercenter.depaul.edu 

Loop: 312.362.8437 

LPC: 312.325.7431 

The Career Center is a 

great resource to find an 

internship or job, network 

with professionals, and 

get career development 

assistance.  

 

Center for Intercultural 

Programs 

studentaffairs. 

depaul.edu/cip/ 

Follow this link to sign up 

for the CIP email list and 

for events calendar.  

 

University Ministry 

http://offices.depaul.edu/

student-affairs/about/

departments/Pages/

ministry.aspx 

Follow this link for 

information on Vincentian 

Community Service and  

Service Immersion Trips, 

as well as other resources. 


