
Senior Presenters & Topics 
Meghan M. M. Trimm 

Community Center 
A community center healing and empowering relationships, people, and the 
community through nonviolence, education, and holistic health.  

Alicja Kania 

Female Youth Mentorship 
A mentorship program for young girls from underserved backgrounds, de-
signed to help girls develop agency and achieve empowerment through edu-
cation. The program should be sustainable and easily implementable.  

Emily Simonson 

Water Justice in Ghana: Model analysis 
Water scarcity and insecurity in West Africa is a problem that pushes poverty and health 
issues to the brink of crisis. It is impossible to contend with justice or even life while suffer-
ing extreme thirst or water related parasites and illnesses. Analyzing different approach-
es, I seek to find a solution that is sustainable economically and socially as well as just.  

Jon Anderson 

Conflict Education  
This project will explore the implications of including conflict education as mandatory 
curriculum throughout the entire compulsory education program; proposing that the 
benefits would be to cut across traditional lines of conflict such as class and authority 
not by force of policy but by developing understanding in upcoming generations.  

Kaitlyn Willison  

The AWAKE Project for Youth Violence Awareness  
This project seeks to address the fact that white people across Chicago seem to care about 
issues of violence on a global scale, yet when it comes to violence in their own city they tune 
out. Many white Chicagoans were outraged by the Treyvon Martin case, yet know nothing 
about the youth homicide rates in the city. AWAKE hopes to spark awareness of the issue of 
youth violence through creative nonviolence and advocacy. 

Amy Black 
Strategies to Economically Empower Girls & Young Women in Poverty: Agency & Markets  
This project is an offshoot of a thesis on Sex Trafficking in Russia. Women's economic marginalization is 
due not only to poor economic conditions, but also to capitalist and patriarchal structures that bar them 
from jobs that are considered unfit—thus pushing them to seek occupations abroad they might not nor-
mally choose.  Agency is at the root of this problem—women, worldwide are often denied agency. Initially 
this project focused on women, but has since evolved to focusing on girls and young women.  By helping 
girls and young women in the areas of education, and career and personal development, this project will 
provide tools to empower women economically and socially, to be successful in life. 

Anton A. Tanas 

Can Violence Be Prevented? 
This project is concerned with violence in low-income communities, particu-
larly issues of violence amongst children and youth. 

Sameera Fatima 

Restorative Justice 
This project will focus on what restorative Justice and what measures can be 
taken in the hope  that victims’ needs are met and that harm done can be made 
right so that victims can thrive, communities can become peaceful places, and 
that offenders, too, can become successful members of society.  

Catherine Debelle 

Road Trip: Finding Justice in America 
As a creative way to engage in new communities, I have planned a road trip with my friends. 
We will travel through the heartland and majestic west to learn not only about ourselves but 
also about America. We learn about the different social issues that face different communities, 
how they are addressing them and analyzing how they are interconnected as part of larger 
structures of violence that affect us all. 

Pamela Barrientos 

Youth Empowerment and Social Justice Programs 
The idea for this project is to empower youth to identify issues of justice and oppres-
sion in their lives and to examine ways to provide communities with global examples 
of resistance and transformation; allowing these communities to determine their 
own visions for change. 

Dana Coffey 

Microfinance: Rethinking the Model 
The Microfinance Revolution has taken the development community by storm, but is 
it actually providing the revolution that it imagined? Who is winning from this and 
who is losing? What will the second generation of microfinance leaders look like?  

Max Schaefer 

Maquila to Fair Trade 
This project is a Fair Trade organization for former Maquiladora workers, focused on 
securing social, political, cultural and economic rights.  The intent is to provide repat-
riation for workers to go back to their homes and offer instruction in sustainable 
development, focusing on production and distribution of goods at Fair Trade.   

Julia Henrick 

Capacity Building for Communities in Need  
This project looks at communities in need and more specifically, the children that are 
growing up in those communities. What do urban or rural communities need to increase 
health, safety, and awareness? Why are children who are growing up in urban neighbor-
hoods getting involved in gang activity and other dangerous activities? What capacities 
can be developed to help communities grow?   

Alyssa Wieting 
An Analysis of Invisible Children  

This  project will analyze the organization Invisible Children from its roots to what the organization 
has become today.  This is a visioning exercise as it will facilitate a better understanding non-profits 
and how these organizations change over time.  This issue currently impacts the world through 
Invisible Children’s KONY 2012 campaign.  It has recently received many critiques because of its 
actions and change of course.  This project advocates for a change within the organization and 
critique it based on the current conflict in Northern Uganda and its surrounding areas.  


