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Senior Presenters & Topics 

Maggie Miller:  The Mind is a Terrible Thing to Waste:  
  Inmate education and a plan for change 
 

Nelson Mandela once said “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use 
to change the world.” However, it is also a privilege denied to many. Through 
a discussion of the benefits that prisoner education can have both on the inmate 
themselves and on society as a whole, options for working toward systemic 
protections for such education programs will be explored.  

Karina Nava:  Changing the Educational Narrative:  
  Critical Pedagogy, Authentic Caring, and Social Justice 
 

This project seeks to empower and educate students through implementing an 
ethnic studies based curriculum in schools. This particular curriculum has the 
potential to build consciousness, decolonize students from oppressive forms of 
thinking, and open the door to critical thinking and liberation. 

                         

Shannon Kent & Annie Schmid: Divided to United, Chicago 
 

Our project proposal advocates for the economic 
strengthening of Chicago's marginal communities 
that are arguably replete with ambitious entrepre-
neurs and even lucrative markets. These neighbor-
hoods have been severely discouraged by the system-
ic lack of responsible city infrastructure (public safe-
ty, public transportation accessibility, etc.) as well as 
effective networking channels for business growth 
and development; all things enjoyed by those in af-
fluent regions of Chicago. Divided to United Chica-

go's goals include (1) creating a business mentorship program for young prospective entrepreneurs in 
Chicago's underdeveloped neighborhoods, led by volunteer successful businessmen and women who 
practice investing back into their own community, (2) the creation of a program that involves high 
school and college students, as well as professionals in the field of business, city planning, finance, and 
investment, to collaborate on formulating a legitimate and viable proposal to the city (and their more 
local government officials) for how to better bring economic opportunity and investment to their area, 
& (3) provide a unifying space for business owners and other commerce professionals across the city to 
network, exchange innovation, and provide mutual inspiration. 

Rebecca Kuntz:  Community Center in Ghana 
 

This project will give an overview of the non profit I'm forming, which is part-
nering with an NGO in Atonsu Agogo, Ghana to build a community center to 
bring much needed resources and opportunities to the region. The Center will 
be focused on literacy, ICT (information and communication technology) skills, 
and creative arts. 

Senior Presenters & Topics 

Edwin Gentry:  
The Andromeda  
Initiative 
 

Within the lgbtq com-
munity, there is a ball 
community which has 
also become the parents to young gay people. 
The goal of my project is to convince the ball 
community to reform it's ways by recognizing 
the talented people writhing the community. 

Timantha Tran:  
Community Center / 
Safe House 
 

This project will focus on 
the idea of a safe-house, 
which is dedicated to sup-
port survivors of sexual 
and domestic violence in 

order to provide them a second chance for a better 
life. 

Maggie Miller:  The Mind is a Terrible Thing to Waste:  
  Inmate education and a plan for change 
 

Nelson Mandela once said “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use 
to change the world.” However, it is also a privilege denied to many. Through 
a discussion of the benefits that prisoner education can have both on the inmate 
themselves and on society as a whole, options for working toward systemic 
protections for such education programs will be explored.  

Karina Nava:  Changing the Educational Narrative:  
  Critical Pedagogy, Authentic Caring, and Social Justice 
 

This project seeks to empower and educate students through implementing an 
ethnic studies based curriculum in schools. This particular curriculum has the 
potential to build consciousness, decolonize students from oppressive forms of 
thinking, and open the door to critical thinking and liberation. 

Melissa Rubio & Elizabeth Scrafford: Student Organizing 
 

The IIRON Student Network is a regional network of 
college and university student organizations, including 
Roots of Justice at the University of Illinois at Chicago, 
The South Side Solidarity Network at the University of 
Chicago, North Park Justice League at North Park 
University, Loyola Organized in Action at Loyola 
University, and DePaul Students for Justice at DePaul 
University. Each organization is working for commu-
nity improvement and economic justice in our region. 

Julia Hedrick:  Animal Aid Unlimited 
 

Udaipur, India has a huge stray animal population that roam the streets of the 
urban city. These animals face starvation, disease, mistreatment by community 
members, and various other threats to their health and well-being. Animal Aid 
Unlimited seeks to create sustainable solutions to these issues through educa-
tional campaigns that teach community members about humane treatment of 
animals, the utilization of a clinic and shelter, and through awakening compas-
sion throughout the community. 

Callie Galazka: We Can COPE Together: A New Nonviolent Network 

 

This presentation will focus on COPE: Critical Outreach Protection & Empow-
erment, Callie's nonviolent outreach organization dedicated to empowering 
youth through fitness motivation, conflict resolution training, identity explora-
tion, and creative stigma destruction. Utilizing both the viral and interpersonal 
spheres of human discourse, COPE hopes to create a nonviolent network with 
the capabilities of sustaining future social movements. 

Rebecca Kuntz:  Community Center in Ghana 
 

This project will give an overview of the non profit I'm forming, which is part-
nering with an NGO in Atonsu Agogo, Ghana to build a community center to 
bring much needed resources and opportunities to the region. The Center will 
be focused on literacy, ICT (information and communication technology) skills, 
and creative arts. 

 

Cameron Starnes:  Peacebuilding Inside-Out:  
      Yoga and Meditation in Prison 
 

I am proposing a program of ongoing yoga and meditation classes in prison. I 
will explore why this kind of program is needed and how it will be beneficial to 
incarcerated people as well as invaluable for their transition back into society. 



Thank you for joining us as we celebrate our gradu-
ating seniors and hear them share their visions for 

creating peace and justice in our world. 

Senior Presenters & Topics Continued... 

Amelia Hussein, Christa Kuntzelman,   
Sarah Steinhauer & Sarah Sweilem:   
Refugee Camp Conditions in Kenya and Jordan 
and Presentation of Ideal Camp Setup 
 

By looking at the issues existing  in Dadaab  Camp 
in Northern Kenya and Za’atari Refugee Camp in 
Mafraq, Jordan, we have created a presentation 
that discusses the struggles and difficulties each 
camp faces as conditions worsen, the population 
grows, and people remain in the camps longer than 
expected.  With this information, we have further 
researched what organizations are already doing to 
resolve these concerns and created a setup of an 
ideal camp that meets the needs that these two 
camps face. 

Sawyer Hopps:  Food Justice 
 

This project seeks to highlight the political and economic forces at play in influ-
encing our diet. In addition the goal is to empower college students to eat 
cheap, eat healthy, and at the same time support just and sustainable food prac-
tices.   

Suzanne Goebel: Stopping the School to Prison Pipeline 
 

This project explores holistic and restorative alternatives to punishment in 
schools in order to stop the criminalization of youth and create school  
communities focused on relationships. 
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