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Jasmine Hall  
Jasmine’s focus throughout PJC has been to become 
acutely aware of the intersectionalities that make up a 
society of privilege and oppression. As a minor in African 
and Black Diaspora Studies, she has focused her work on 
the liberation of those throughout the African and Black 
Diaspora through the framework of Transnational 
Feminism.  

Taylor Jordan 
Taylor is a Peace, Justice and Conflict Studies major who 
will be graduating in December. Her interests are in food 
justice, the prison-industrial complex, and hopes to 
attend law school after graduation focusing on human 
rights.  

Marielle Galizio 
Marielle is a PJC double major with Sociology and a minor 
in Women's & Gender studies. She has been involved with 
the DePaul Fair Trade Committee and has served as 
president for two years. Additionally, she has served as 
coordinator of Political Activism VIA Engagement for two 
years to bring together student activists in intentional 
spaces. Mar plans to take a year off and then begin an MA 
in Social Work.  

Claire Habel 
Claire is an active volunteer that has completed over 
1000 hours of volunteer service with TEAM Englewood 
High School, Chicago Green Corps, and Edgewater 
Development Corporation. In addition to her local service, 
she has served globally through Global Brigades in Ghana, 
Africa. After graduation, Claire will pursue an MA in 
Environmental Communication. 

Rob Khlaifet 
Rob’s focus during his PJC education has been on conflict 
resolution in the Middle East. He is currently in the 
process of applying to MBA and Masters of International 
Business programs. Rob hopes to fully launch his startup 
by August and start graduate school by winter. 

Alyssa Mandula 
Alyssa is a PJC major with a focus on trans-rights and 
prison abolition, and is studying philosophy and queer 
studies. She has worked for national social justice 
organizations, including GLSEN, Lambda Legal, Planned 
Parenthood, and The Trevor Project. She has combined 
her interests into a workshop, “Why Should We Care? 
Queer People and the Prison Industrial Complex”, which 
she presented at a national LGBTQ collegiate conference. 
After DePaul, Alyssa will be traveling to Oregon. 

Bethel Orozco 
After graduation, Beth hopes to work for a non-profit 
organization that helps communities advance 
educationally and economically. She will be preparing for 
law school with the ultimate  goal of becoming an 
attorney to help low income individuals and families with 
legal advice and representation with litigation, family, 
and individual rights cases. 

Lauren Polcyn  
Lauren has been actively involved as a Senior Teamer 
and Community PeaceMakers Volunteer throughout her 
career at DePaul. She also teaches yoga at the Maria 
Kaupas Center in the Chicagolawn neighborhood and will 
lead a Restorative Justice Peace Circle training there in 
April. Lauren plans to apply for graduate programs in 
Somatic Therapy after gaining more experience in the 
field of trauma healing, restorative justice, and 
alternative therapy practices.  

Maggie Ryan 
Maggie is majoring in PJC and English with a minor in 
Women’s & Gender Studies. She works for DePaul's CIP 
as a Social Justice Advocate & workshop facilitator. 
During her studies, she focused on youth development, 
education, & transformative justice. After graduation, 
Maggie will work for an NGO in Ghana specializing in 
work with children and facilitating conversations about 
personal agency, privilege, oppression, and social justice.  

Iman Kort 
Iman was born and raised in Bridgeview, a southwest 
suburb of the city. She is president of United Muslims 
Moving Ahead, a student organization that fosters 
community through spiritual, social and service-oriented 
events. She is committed to a path of social change, that 
involves community  organizing. Her passion lies in being 
an activist and fighting injustice in its many forms. Iman 
is an alum of Democracy Corps 2014.  



Elodie Shami 
Elodie is Rwandan and has been in the US for 5 years. She 
is passionate about human and children’s rights.  
Currently, she works with Heartland Alliance, working 
with unaccompanied and undocumented minors. Upon 
graduation, Elodie hopes to continue her graduate studies 
at the Kroc Institute for Peace Studies at Notre Dame with 
a policy making and political change concentration.  

Claire Sanchez 
Claire will be earning a double major in Peace, Justice, and 
Conflict Studies and Environmental Studies as well as a 
minor in French. Her area of focus has been the 
connection between the human rights and the 
environment, specifically via food. Claire has applied to 
Jesuit Volunteer Corps Northwest and hopes to be a part 
of that program next year.   

Chelsey Sanford 
Chelsey is  a PJC and religious studies double major. Her 
experience in the PJC program has been shaped by an 
interest in restorative justice, food justice and the role of 
spirituality and religion in social change. After graduation, 
Chelsey plans to spend a year volunteering and traveling 
in Central America.  

Karen Smith 
Karen is a PJC major with a minor in American politics. 
Her concentration is on war and diplomacy and veterans 
issues. She has interned and volunteered with many 
programs at the National Veterans Art Museum. The 
museum allows veterans to tell their stories and be 
heard. Karen will graduate with honors and hopes to 
attend law school to study public policy law and open a 
veterans service non-profit organization some day.  

Greta White 
Greta will graduate in fall 2015. Majoring in PJC provides 
her with the fundamental requisites for pursuing a full 
and meaningful life. After graduation, her plan is to 
engage in methods of self-reliance and to strengthen her 
role as a world citizen. Additionally, recent revelations 
have led Greta to the Prison Reform Movement and she 
hopes to let that take her into her first avenue of social 
justice work.  

Nicole Young 
Nicole is a PJC major with a minor in sociology. She has 
spent her years at DePaul enjoying various aspects of the 
major, taking particular interest in the criminal justice 
system. She will be taking a year off to travel, intern, work, 
and study for the LSAT. Nicole’s goal is utilize her PJC 
major to become a civil rights attorney and fight for the 
protection of rights for everyone across the country.  

Sarah Almazkour 

Nicole Nader 

John Schuck  

Congratulations to all Peace,  
Justice & Conflict Studies Seniors! 

Thanks to our students and guests for joining us as we 
celebrate our graduating seniors and hear them share their 

visions for creating peace and justice in our world. 



Senior Group Projects 

Community Organizing 

By Iman K., Maggie R. & Claire S.   
 

We were inspired by action,  and the ways in which we can 
incorporate the tools and knowledge we've acquired in and outside 
of the classroom to work for systemic change. One form of action is 
community organizing, which is a hopeful, inclusive way to mobilize 
change. We wanted to explore the different ways communities use 
their resources for action, who is doing this, and what the 
benefits/criticisms/gaps are for the community organizing models 
we found.  

Exploring the Realities of the Prison Industrial Complex: 
Imagining Rehabilitation 

By Jasmine H., Nicole N., Elodie S., Karen S., Greta W, & Nicole Y 
 

Our workshop will explore the ongoing and harsh realities of those 
affected by the current policies, culture, and consequences of being 
processed through the American prison system. Through 
comprehensive research and the development of a prisoner 
simulation that allows workshop participants to experience the 
consequences and prejudices of the prison system first-hand, we 
have imagined rehabilitation to reveal what it truthfully means in 
American society. Our goal is to challenge established views of the 
prison system by revealing the cultural, economic, and familial 
devastation that can be visited upon American citizens who are 
forced to enter into the prison system  

Senior Group Projects 

Protecting Sex workers in and out of the Workplace  
By Mar G., Rob K., Alyssa M., Beth O., Lauren P., Chelsey S., & John S. 
 

We discuss the different benefits needed to provide a safe 
environment for the workers and their clients, including health care, 
unions, and safety. All workers need a health care plan that meets 
their specific needs, as there are health risks that could be prevented.  
Also, unions enforce protection of the workers, to guarantee benefits, 
and allow pension for retirement. Lastly, other forms of safety should 
be provided to the sex workers. The workplace should have safety 
regulations to protect the workers and clients. This is focused, but not 
limited to, the safety of the location, customer relationships, and 
identity protection. Safety regulations lower possible threats and 
maintain stable environments. Everyone should be protected in the 
workplace regardless of the risks or type of work.   

Technological (il)Literacy 

By Sarah A., Claire H., and Taylor J. 
 

 
Focusing on the ways in which individual scientific literacy affects the 
lifestyle/health choices we make and the ability to participate in our 
modern democratic society, the Scientific (il)Literacy workshop 
provides insights to these facets of life in the U.S. Including a 
summary of key educational programming aimed at increasing our 
country's scientific literacy levels, the workshop highlights the ways 
in which education (at all levels) is key to equipping individuals with 
knowledge necessary to make educated health choices and become 






