
 

Simon C. Kim is a Korean American priest of the Diocese of 
Orange (California) and serves as the Thomas E. Chambers 
Assistant Professor of Theology at Our Lady of Holy Cross 
College in New Orleans, LA. As a theologian of culture—
focused in doing theology within a particular context—Kim is 
able to understand not only his own cultural relevance in 
theological reflection, but also the culture of others as well.  

 
His publications reveal his level of academia and are the foundations that bridge his 
theological endeavors and pastoral engagements. Following the ecclesiology of Vatican 
II, Kim seeks to make Christology, the par excellence of God’s revelation, relevant in the 
lives of the faithful both in theological categories and sacramental realities. 
 

In addition to teaching in the classroom, Kim has been invited to give conferences, 
workshops, and retreats nationally and internationally on the Korean American Catholic 
reality as this community approaches their jubilee milestone. Recently, he has been 
engaged in generational outreach within the Korean American community, requiring him 
to present ideas and themes bilingually in order to bridge the generations of Korean 
Americans. His stories, experiences, and theological reflection resonate both with initial 
immigrants and the next generation and have won high praise from both groups as they 
draw on their Catholic faith to navigate their way in Church and society. In response to 
the needs he has witnessed firsthand, Kim earned a doctorate in theology from The 
Catholic University of America; intending to further his pastoral and theological 
reflections, he completed his dissertation on theology in cross-cultural contexts.  
 

While at DePaul University’s Center for World Catholicism & Intercultural Theology in the 
fall of 2015, Kim will be tracing the historical developments of Christological images as 
the source of evangelization of new cultures. Often, these images of Christ reveal the 
political, social, and cultural realities of a particular people and have deeper significance 
for our theological reflection once their context is properly understood. The ability for 
the church to reclaim and continue to cultivate these intimate images of Christ is not 
only constitutive for her being but also allows the local church to contribute to the 
universal aspects of the faith. The opportunities for Christological reflections based on 
the injustices of the global South is a task of the wider church for her own ecclesial being 
and to become relevant in society. Today, the migration of people from violence and 
economic oppression has given us the context to reflect on the migrant Christ regardless 
of locale, thereby deepening our understanding of both humanity and divinity. 


