
Northerly Island, former Meigs Field, Visits     

Visits on the afternoons of Tuesday, Sept. 2nd and Wed. Sept. 3rd will last about an hour and consist of: 

 Presentation/Discussion/Q&A;  (20 minutes) 

 Walking tour of terminal and former runway (15 minutes) 

 Class Exercise (20 minute) 

 Wrap Up/group photo/prizes (5 minutes) 
 

The presentation will briefly discuss the extraordinary rise and fall of Meigs Field between 1950 and 
2000. We will take a breezy walk down the former runway (now grass) and discuss a topic of your 
choice!  We’ll have two or three experts onsite at all times to add to the conversation.  
 

Class Small-Group Exercises 
 

Option 1:   Transportation, Environment, and Urban Planning: We will discuss the 

tradeoff between transportation and aesthetic/environmental goals.  
 

Small group activity (in teams of three):  Students will be asked to use Google features on their 
smartphones to estimate the additional time and costs facing business travelers on airline trips to 
Springfield due to Meigs’ closure.  Using a one-page worksheet, they will make a few simple 
assumptions to gain perspective on the cost of the inconvenience and compare this with the public 
benefits of the new lakefront park.  The point is to show the difficult tradeoffs that the city faced in 
making this decision.  Prize to the best estimate! 
    

Option 2:   The Cultural and Social Ramifications: We will discuss the disparity in the 

amenities available on the “north lakefront” and the “south lakefront” areas and look at the broader 
social/cultural ramifications of this disparity, which have only recently been alleviated.   
    

Small group activity (in teams of three):  Students will be asked to use their smartphones to look at the 
different demographics of the “north” and “south” lakefront neighborhoods.  They will then develop a 
cultural amenity plan that draws attentions to the symbolic importance of the island as a dividing point 
between the North and South sides.  Each group will be asked to describe their recommendation in one 
minute or less.  Prize for the best plan.  
 

Option 3:   Special Topics Arrangement: Contact us and will we arrange for a discussion 

related to your class theme! 



           Interactive Activities at Our Special Exhibit  
                    in Atrium of the Thompson Center 

                
Visits during the afternoon of Thursday, Sept. 4, and Friday Sept. 5, will be about 50 minutes and consist 
of: 

 Welcome by expert  (5 minutes) 

  Viewing Exhibit on Chicago’s famed air/bus/train terminals with Smartphone Features  
  (15 minutes)  

  Students take the 10-question “Terminal Test” in groups of two (5 - 10 minutes)   

 Class Activity + raffle prize (15 minutes) * 

*The “Terminal Test” is easy, with all the answers on the exhibit panels. Groups answering all 10 
questions correctly are eligible for a raffle prize.  
 

                 Class Activity Options 
 

Option 1:  Small-Group Discussion about Cultural Ramifications of the Loss of 
Historical Landmarks:  (15 minutes).  Classes will be divided into two or three groups for 

simultaneous conversations.  This option includes a quick walk out the main door to see the former site 
of the Chicago Greyhound Station.  
 

Option 2:  Discussion related to the theme of your class: (15 minutes).  Discussion will 

draw linkages to the exhibit.   
 

Option 3:  “Before” and “After” Photographs of Randolph Street:  (30 minutes).   

Students will work in teams of three. Each group will be handed a photograph of a location just outside 
the Thompson Center that includes the now-demolished Greyhound Bus station from 1984. They will be 
asked to capture an “identical angle” today, and then send it, along with a 15 word caption, to our 
Instagram account, or via email to: terminaltown@gmail.com.  Prize to the best submission.  

 
 


