
This panel profiles the Catholic response to the environmental and human injustices that  
result from coal mining in the U.S. and the Philippines. Joining us from West Virginia is 

Michael  Iafrate, doctoral candidate in theology and co-coordinator of the 
Catholic Committee of Appalachia, which stands in solidarity with the region’s poor 

against issues like the radical “mountaintop removal” form of coal mining.

And from Mindoro Island, Philippines, is Fr. Edwin Gariguez, executive secretary 
of the National Secretariat for Social Action/Caritas Philippines and recipient of the 
2012 international Goldman Environmental Prize for his work leading a grassroots 

movement against an illegal mine on Mindoro.
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