
Intercity Bus E-News Update
Intercity Bus Community,

I am pleased to share this special edition of Intercity Bus
E-News announcing Spring Surprise: Air & Train Fares Surge
While Bus Fares Fall for Trips Less Than 500 Miles.  This
Brief, which I co-wrote with Crystal Bell, is the product of 1,500

online fare searches by our internal DePaul team. It is released to coincide with
the traffic buildup for Memorial Day weekend.

A few highlights from our systematic review of prices
on major routes between 150 and 500 miles:

The lowest air & rail fares bought 3 days in
advance have risen about $40 each way since
January, when extraordinarily low pandemic
fares were pervasive. Air and rail fares have
returned to levels one would expect during the
summer season and moved higher in many
cases.
Intercity bus fares have risen only modesty,
just $2 each way for tickets purchased 3 days
in advance
Intercity bus fares fell for tickets purchased
10 days in advance, as more carriers roll out expanded schedules. This is
giving scheduled bus lines a widening price advantage over air and rail
options on tickets bought well in advance, albeit not as great as that for
those buying tickets at the last minute. 
Rising air and rail fares will encourage more travelers to turn to bus
travel during the summer season.

Travelers considering making a trip using a one-way
car rental are being forced to reconsider. We found
that this option is now typically more expensive than
flying (even without including fuel, insurance and
tolls), particularly if the rental is booked shortly before
departure. Worst still, we found one-way car rentals
are unavailable on almost a third of the routes. 

A comparison of average (mean) fares in our sample
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of 19 major routes since November 2020 is below:

Those doubting the critical role of the motor coach sector for those with limited
purchasing power should review the differing median prices on the 19 routes for
trips in late May, which is shown below--with car rental included.

These upward trends—spurred by rising
demand, rising gasoline prices, and supply
constraints—will give a boost to scheduled
motor coach travel this summer. We expect bus
bookings to accelerate in July and rise further
prior to Labor Day, when universities reopen,
more people return to downtown offices and
jobs, and great numbers of the young are
vaccinated. 

However, it must also be mentioned that the last 15 months have been
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tumultuous, to say the least. The ranks of intercity bus professionals have been
thinned, Congress has been slow to act as the industry struggles, and COVID-19
has taken the lives of many. 

Stay tuned for a regular Intercity Bus E-News
edition to be released on June 15th with many
mid-year updates on industry
developments.  This will include some
reflections on an intercity bus trip I will be
taking in early June. In the meantime, check
out our other intercity bus research here.

Check out the news coverage of the brief in Spectrum.
Safe travels over the Memorial Day Weekend!
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