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FIRST: WHY MANUFACTURING? 

SECOND: WHAT MANUFACTURING? 
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THE BAD 

TABLE 1 
CONCENTRATION OF MANUFACTURING EMPLOYMENT IN THE GREAT LAKES STATES 

Great Lakes 
state 

Manufacturing 
LQ 

Manufacturing 
employment 

US rank (manufacturing 
concentration) 

Indiana 2.05 541,773 1st 

Wisconsin 1.91 465,533 2nd 

Michigan 1.67 627,799 3rd 

Ohio 1.49 698,974 8th 

Minnesota 1.29 321,932 13th 

Illinois 1.13 585,917 19th 
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THE GOOD 

TABLE 2 
EXAMPLES OF INDUSTRIAL CONCENTRATIONS AROUND CHICAGOLAND, USING 2018 

ANNUAL AVERAGE EMPLOYMENT DATA 

Chicagoland County 4-Digit NAICS manufacturing industry          LQ employment 

Cook County 

NAICS 3113 Sugar and confectionery product manufacturing 3.14 4,251 

NAICS 3312 Steel product mfg. from purchased steel 3.0 3,057 

NAICS 3343 Audio and video equipment 2.95 1,047 

Lake County (IL) 

NAICS 3254 Pharmaceutical and medicine manufacturing 20.89 14,212 

NAICS 3326 Spring and wire product manufacturing 12.13 1,219 

NAICS 3391 Medical equipment and supplies manufacturing 7.47 5,481 

Will County 

NAICS 3256 Soap, cleaning compound, and toiletry mfg 7.31 1,336 

NAICS 3342 Communications equipment manufacturing 5.64 807 

NAICS 3118 Bakeries and tortilla manufacturing 3.25 1,697 

DuPage County 

NAICS 3327 Machine shops and threaded product mfg. 3.2 4,873 

NAICS 3231 Printing and related support activities 2.47 4,486 

NAICS 3344 Semiconductor and electronic component mfg 1.81 2,829 

Kane County 

NAICS 3335 Metalworking machinery manufacturing 4.7 1,241 

NAICS 3273 Cement and concrete product manufacturing 3.77 1,069 

NAICS 3353 Electrical equipment manufacturing 4.32 887 

McHenry County 
NAICS 3339 Other general purpose machinery manufacturing 6.88 1,242 

NAICS 3321 Forging and stamping 10.33 695 
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NAICS 3391 Medical equipment and supplies manufacturing 5.33 1,129 

Lake County (IN) 

NAICS 3271 Clay product and refractory manufacturing 9.05 452 

NAICS 3312 Steel product mfg. from purchased steel 5.36 396 

NAICS 3279 Other nonmetallic mineral products 2.93 301 

Kenosha County (WI) 

NAICS 3222 Converted paper product manufacturing 2.88 354 

NAICS 3328 Coating, engraving, and heat treating metals 2.82 180 

NAICS 3323 Architectural and structural metals mfg 1.51 268 

Chicagoland is a major cluster for the “Maker Movement” 
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Legacy industries still have much to offer 
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TABLE 3 
PRODUCTION OCCUPATIONS IN THE CHICAGO-NAPERVILLE-ELGIN, IL-IN-WI MSA, MAY 

2018 

Occupation code 
Occupation  

Quotient 
Employment 

51-0000 Production Occupations 1.07 312,900 

51-3021 Butchers and Meat Cutters 1.42 6,080 

51-4034 Lathe and Turning Machine Tool workers, Metal and Plastic* 2.41 2,280 

51-4041 Machinists 1.96 24,180 

51-4081 Multiple Machine Tool workers, Metal and Plastic 2.19 9,390 

51-4111 Tool and Die Makers 1.48 3,460 

51-4193 Plating and Coating Machine workers, Metal and Plastic 1.63 2,090 

51-5112 Printing Press Operators 1.37 7,640 

51-9199 Production Workers, All Other 3.27 24,190 

 

Strong universities, education, and a well-trained workforce 

https://www.jane-addams.org/
http://bethelnewlife.org/our-investments/community-economic-development/advanced-manufacturing-program/
https://www.mfgren.org/
https://plantchicago.org/
http://bsdindustries.org/press/
https://www.arisechicago.org/
https://www.arisechicago.org/
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THERE ARE NO EASY SOLUTIONS, BUT THERE IS A LOT WE CAN DO 

When it comes to legacy industries, stick to infrastructure and services 

TABLE 4 
2006-2017 SHIFT SHARE (REGION SHIFT) IN THE MANUFACTURING SECTOR OF THE 

CHICAGOLAND MSA AND COUNTIES 

Geographic unit 
Region shift,  

% of employment 
Region shift, raw 

employment numbers 

Chicago-Naperville-Elgin MSA -4.18% -20,891 

Cook County -12.85% -32,186 

DuPage County 4.99% 3,018 

Lake County 10.31% 5,437 

Will County 27.69% 5,646 

Kane County 3.14% 1,106 

McHenry County -14.81% -3,002 

Kenosha County -10.26% -1,039 
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Lake County (IN) -0.38% -103 
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Put more money into Chicagoland’s good ideas 

 

 

TABLE 5 
KEY ORGANIZATIONS IN THE PUSH FOR CHICAGOLAND INDUSTRIAL/INNOVATION POLICY 

IN THE 2010S 

Organization Founded Institutional type Industrial support activities 

Cook County Bureau  
of Economic Development 

2010 County agency 
Startup grants, job training grants,  
tax incentives, industrial land use,  
export support 

Alliance for Regional  
Development 

2012 
Public-Private  

think tank 
Pro-manufacturing messaging,  
workshops, cross-state cooperation 

World Business Chicago 1999* 
Public-Private, 

Chicago 
Branding Chicago as an "advanced  
manufacturing" center 

Chicago Metropolitan  
Agency for Planning 

2005 
Regional planning 

(MPO) Industrial cluster research, technical  
assistance for economic and land use planning 

Chicago Regional Growth  
Corporation 

2013 
Public-private  

economic 
development 

Branding, networking among regional 
 industries, policy articulation 

 

The importance of equity and the high road 
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https://alliancerd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Fed-Reserve-6th-Annual-Regional-Summit-AM-and-PM-Sessions.pdf
https://alliancerd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Fed-Reserve-6th-Annual-Regional-Summit-AM-and-PM-Sessions.pdf
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https://www.bls.gov/regions/midwest/news-release/pdf/areaemployment_chicago.pdf
https://democracyjournal.org/magazine/14/manufacturing-up-from-the-ashes/
https://www.epi.org/publication/as-wisconsins-and-minnesotas-lawmakers-took-divergent-paths-so-did-their-economies-since-2010-minnesotas-economy-has-performed-far-better-for-working-families-than-wisconsin/
https://www.epi.org/publication/as-wisconsins-and-minnesotas-lawmakers-took-divergent-paths-so-did-their-economies-since-2010-minnesotas-economy-has-performed-far-better-for-working-families-than-wisconsin/
https://www.epi.org/publication/as-wisconsins-and-minnesotas-lawmakers-took-divergent-paths-so-did-their-economies-since-2010-minnesotas-economy-has-performed-far-better-for-working-families-than-wisconsin/
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https://psmag.com/economics/jobs-follow-people-people-follow-jobs-69354
https://www.nist.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2017/05/09/manufacturing_strategy_paper_0.pdf
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/republicans/analysis?ID=581865E8-F994-44C1-AD45-48644F31E624
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/republicans/analysis?ID=581865E8-F994-44C1-AD45-48644F31E624

