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like cats & dogs
on the rhetoric of fi lm

How can fi lm portray history?  How can it render 
photographically that which defi es representation, 
that which eludes visibility?  Aren’t reality and 
representation, like cats and dogs, immiscible?  
Professor Lippit’s lecture addresses three fi lms that 
depict three catastrophes—the American Civil War, 
National Socialism, and the atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima—only to fi nd that at key moments, 
The Birth of a Nation, Triumph of the Will, and 
Hiroshima mon amour also feature a cat, a rhetorical 
fi gure perhaps, a metaphor for the cinematic relation 
between historical representation and catastrophe.  
Why a cat?  Join us as we close our spring series with 
an exploration of the relationships among fi lm and 
felines, catastrophes and cats. 
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