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The Trials of Job

More than 2,600 years ago the author of The Book of Job set out to investigate why bad things 
happen to good people.  More than this, though, Job—as a symbol of unwarranted penalization 

in the face of an all-powerful punisher—has become synonymous with unjust suff ering.  Yet when 
is suff ering of any kind ever truly just ?  And is the story of Job’s suff ering simply a story about an 
indiff erent authority or, possibly, a story that opens up a space for optimism, resistance, wisdom, 

and liberation for those who suff er in many diff erent ways?  
In the second event in the DePaul Humanities Center’s yearlong series, “CondemNation: Justice, 

Prison, Punishment, Persecution,” we examine these and other questions.  Live chorale 
performances will begin our evening as we listen to the ways in which Brahms, Byrd, and Boyce 

were inspired by Job to create beautiful music.  We next turn to look at the sense in which Job may 
point toward a non-anthropocentric view of the universe that could be key to understanding true 
justice for all of creation.  Next, we examine the paintings and engravings of William Blake as the 

poet attempts to illustrate, and interpret, the biblical story.  Finally, we ask about the relation 
between liberation theology and Job’s suff ering, considering the possibility that Job is truly a 

source of politically radical freedom and hope.  
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