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Abstract 

 

Our presentation will describe an ongoing project to explore the possibilities for teaching 

Chinese language and culture through the classic novel, Dream of the Red Chamber, by Cao 

Xueqin. Through a year-long grant from the ASIANetwork consortium, the project began in 

March, 2019 with an interdisciplinary undergraduate seminar on the novel and its themes, 

following which we spent three weeks in China, visiting three cities and interviewing students 

and scholars of the novel. Now presenting on the results of this research and adapting our 

findings into classroom lessons on Chinese language and culture through “experiential learning” 

based on the novel and students’ research. We will share an outline of our project and describe 

our findings on how our interdisciplinary, experiential approach to the novel offers insights into 

student motivations and the kinds of insights into language and culture the novel offers.  
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