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Fulbright, Boren winners | INSIGHTS

“It was a 
profound 
sense of 
relief and 
excitement.”
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That's how award-winner Tom Rietz neatly summed up the 
feelings of the eight students and alumni with LAS degrees 
who won awards enabling them to study abroad for an 
academic year. Six won U.S. Fulbright student awards—tying 
the DePaul record set in 2015—and two won Boren awards. 

The winners, who include college seniors, graduate students 
and young professionals, undergo a challenging and 
highly competitive application process. They are coached 
by Phillip Stalley, associate professor in the Department of 
Political Science, and supported by a 13-member faculty 
committee that reviewed application essays, wrote letters of 
recommendation and offered career advice. 

“I was very impressed by the caliber of this year’s Fulbright 
and Boren applicants, particularly by their commitment to 
community service,” says Stalley. “One Fulbright winner, 
for example, lives in the Vincent and Louise House. Other 
applicants donated their time via student government or 
DePaul service immersion trips. One volunteered in a Syrian 
orphanage, while others worked in Chicago public schools 
or organizations that work with refugees or teach English as 
a second language. They are a cause for optimism.” 

This year’s Fulbright winners and their destinations are:

• Salma Ghalyoun (International Studies ’15), Malaysia

• Carolyn Kammer (Psychology and Spanish ’17), Guatemala

• Ani Kasparian (Arabic and Spanish ’16), Jordan

• Christina Origel (International Studies, Spanish, 
Geography ’17), Mexico

• Kyla Patterson (Writing, Rhetoric and Discourse ’17), 
Czech Republic

• Daniel Rosiak (PhD candidate, Philosophy), Colombia

This year’s Boren winners and their destinations are:

• Tom Rietz (student, Political Science and Economics), 
Jordan

• Dina Abdalla (International Studies and Geography ’17), 
Oman

DePaul’s ability to prepare students to succeed in prestigious 
competitions depends on the generosity of our alumni and 
friends. Please consider supporting the leaders of the future. 

Fulbright winner Ani Kasparian 
(Arabic and Spanish, ’16)
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