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di.as.po.ra [dī-as-per-uh]: 
referring to a group that 
has been dispersed outside 
of its traditional home-
land, especially involun-

ABD 202: Africa, 1750-1900  

MW 1:00PM - 2:30PM (LPC) 
Instructor: Dr. Ogenga Otunnu 

Crosslisted with HST 132. This 

class will focus on continental 

Africa with particular emphasis 

on the Age of Conquest, the ori-

gins of Afro-European relations 

and the political, economic and 

military causes of the European parti-

tion and occupation of the continent.    

ABD 206: Afro-Caribbean and 

Afro-Latin America: Peoples, 

Cultures, Ideas, and Movements 

TuTh 11:20AM - 12:50PM (LPC) 

Instructor: Dr. Julie Moody-

Freeman 

This course examines historical and 

cultural constructions of blackness in 

Latin America and the Caribbean. 

This class will explore the way racial 

projects intersect with gender, sexuali-

ty, and class issues via case studies of 

diverse communities and countries in 

the region through both historical and 

contemporary perspectives. Students 

will learn how racial identities are 

constructed and interpreted in the 

Americas and the ways these identi-

ties have shaped Latin American and 

Caribbean cultures, politics, and soci-

eties. The course will situate race and 

blackness amongst social, cultural, 

economic and political transfor-

mations in the region and the compar-

ative dimensions of these processes in 

order to illustrate the diversity and 

complexity of the region’s develop-

ment.  

ABD 232: Mixed Race American 

Identity 

TuTh 1:00PM - 2:30PM (LPC)  

Instructor: Dr. Lori Pierce  

Crosslisted with AMS 297. Racial 

mixing is not, of course, new.  The 

idea presumes that ethnic purity or 

social homogeneity ever existed or 

was ever possible.  This course will 

explore the idea of “mixing” by exam-

ining the lives of mixed race people, 

the laws, social institutions and cultur-

al expressions that constitute mixed 

race identity.  We will problematize 

the idea of race and the concept of 

race mixing and how the social and 

political contexts of racial identity is 

supported, undermined or confound-

ed by the existence of those who are 

considered to be “mixed.”  The 

course will also consider other 

forms of cultural and social mixing 

such as “passing,” “war brides,” 

“orientalism,” trans-racial adoption, 

and “colorism.”  

ABD 233: Survey of African  

Diasporic Intellectual Thought 

TuTh 2:40PM - 4:10PM (LPC)                          

Instructor: Dr. Chernoh Sesay Jr.   

Crosslisted with REL 218. This 

course does not assume that an intel-

lectual is an educated and secular 

elite person who thinks about the 

world more deeply and more in-

sightfully than a broad and less edu-

cated religious populace.  Instead 

this course defines an intellectual 

and an intellectual tradition in much 

broader terms.  This class illustrates 

how Black/African American reli-

gious traditions are, in fact, intellec-

tual traditions because they repre-

sent deeply serious, reflective, and 

meaningful expressions of social, 

spiritual, and political philosophy by 

both well-known and unknown folks 

of color.  Hence, this course makes 

the argument that we should not 

think of Black religious traditions as 

ideas, beliefs, and practices that are 

or that should be separate from 

Black intellectual traditions. 

This class invites students to exam-

ine the intersection of identity crea-

tion, community formation and politi-

cal activism through the prism of reli-

gious expression and thought.  More-

over, this class demonstrates that Af-

rican American religious experience 

is represented as much by the Black 

mind as it is by the Black body.  This 

course will help students think about 

the relationship of African-American 

religious traditions to American cul-

ture, black culture and black political 

thought.   

We will focus our attention on the 

relationship between political thought 

and theology as black people in 

America confronted racism.  We will 

also study the relationships between 

black identity formation, race, gender, 

liberation theology, and evangelical 

thought.  Not only will we follow the 

development of an intellectual tradi-

tion within black Christianity, but we 

will also pay attention to intellectual 

traditions within black Islam.  

ABD 240: Black Music in  

American Culture 

Online  

Instructor: Dr. Amor Kohli 

This course will focus on the histori-

cal development, cultural signifi-

cance, political commentary, and so-

cial effects of Black music in the U.S. 

from the 1960s to the 1980s. Begin-

ning with the rise of R&B and Soul in 

the 1960s, the course will continue on 

to examine innovations such as funk, 

disco and the emergence of hip hop. It 

considers the aesthetics and themes of 

Black music and how they reflect the 

Black experience in the U.S. during 

the latter half of the 20th century, as 

well as the ways that the music, the 

themes, and the people evolved over 

that period. 

Founded in 2003, African 

and Black Diaspora Studies 

is committed to a rigorous, 

interdisciplinary and  

socially-conscious approach 

to the study of the ideas, 

peoples, and cultures of   

African descent around the 

world. 

(over) 



ABD 246: Introduction to  

African Art 

TuTh 4:20PM - 5:50PM (LPC) 

Instructor: Dr. Jody Berman  

Crosslisted with HAA 101. This 

course is based on a series of im-

portant issues in the study of African 

art, such as medium and color, por-

traiture, the artist and innovation, re-

lationships with language, royal pat-

ronage, divination, gender, aesthetics, 

Othering, and authenticity. The 

course will explore each of these con-

cepts through a variety of artistic tra-

ditions from the continent. In this 

manner, students will gain basic theo-

retical tools which will enable them 

to work with art from across Africa.  

ABD 247: Ancient African Art 

TuTh 11:20AM - 12:50PM (LPC) 

Instructor: Dr. Mark DeLancey  

Crosslisted with HAA 201. This 

course surveys a selection of artistic 

traditions from across the African 

continent beginning with the earliest 

attempts by humanity to visually rep-

resent complex thought until the Por-

tuguese began trading along the coast 

of West Africa in the mid-fifteenth 

century. Emphasis is placed on 

demonstrating connectedness with a 

larger cultural environment, while 

also suggesting connections to future 

artistic traditions. Cross-listed with 

HAA 201.  

ABD 257: African American  

History, 1800-1900 

TuTh 9:40AM - 11:10AM (LPC)                          

Instructor: Dr. Authens Oppong 

Wadie  

Crosslisted with HST 247. This 

course explores the African experi-

ence in America beginning in the co-

lonial era and lasting through the pre-

sent day.   This course will focus on a 

portion of that history—that spanning 

the 19th century. The course is orga-

nized thematically, with an emphasis 

on topics such as resistance, the con-

struction of race, slavery and the law, 

gender and slavery, the nature of an-

tebellum free black life, abolition, the 

Civil War and Reconstruction. 

ABD 380: Topics in African 

American Studies: Toni  

Morrison   

TuTh 2:40PM - 4:10PM (LPC)                          

Instructor: Dr. Francesca Royster  

Crosslisted with ENG 371. This 

course will explore four of Toni Mor-

rison’s most critically acclaimed nov-

els: Sula, Song of Solomon, Beloved 

and A Mercy, as well as her speeches 

and critical essays. Among the ques-

of the Boston and New York Police 

Departments in the antebellum  

United States. 

ABD 386: Black Women's  

Experiences  

TuTh 2:40PM - 4:10PM (LPC)                     
Instructor: Dr. Anne Mitchell  

Crosslisted with WGS 386.  We will 

explore varying topics from black girl 

magic to black women's pain and trau-

ma. To do this work, we will critically 

examine representations of blackness 

in popular culture, social media, litera-

ture and fine art.  We will address the 

difference and similarities between 

black women's lives throughout the 

diaspora, by exploring both the Global 

North and South.  

This class will think through black 

women's and girls experiences within 

reproductive justice movements, queer 

communities, and beauty culture. We 

will question how black women and 

femmes survive in cultures that seek 

to erase them, exploit their labor and 

silence their voices. We will contrast 

how black women are seen and under-

stood by the larger culture, to how 

black women define themselves. De-

spite the malignment of  Black women 

they continue to enunciate complex 

life experiences, fight oppression, and 

maintain communities.  

 

 

 

Questions?  
Email abd@depaul.edu  

tions we’ll ask are: how does Morri-

son explore the concept of memory 

in light of a history of racial trauma?  

How are traditional gender roles en-

gaged and reinvented in her work? 

How does literacy, its absence or 

presence help provide the means of 

connection? How do characters see 

themselves as citizens of a larger 

social world, as well as part of local-

ized black communities? What role 

does family connection (blood and 

found) serve to mediate and/or com-

plicate one’s role in community? 

How do we see the effects of reading 

and writing to create social change? 

ABD 380: Topics in African 

American Studies: The Black 

Graphic Novel   

MW 1:00PM - 2:30PM (LPC)                          

Instructor: Dr. Evan “Poe”  

Johnson  

This course examines the key 

themes, ideas, and concerns within 

the contemporary production and 

reception of black comics (comic 

books, comic strips, graphic novels, 

etc.) We will explore themes includ-

ing, but not limited to: sexuality, ad-

aptation, nationalism, police brutali-

ty, afrofuturism, and the role of black 

superhero in mainstream culture. 

Throughout the quarter, students will 

read luminary and emerging black 

comic creators such as: Ta-Nehisi 

Coates, Roxane Gay, Nnedi Okora-

for, John Jennings, Tee Franklin, 

Alitha Martinez and more.  

ABD 380: Topics in African 

American Studies: Policing & 

American Life 

TuTh 2:40PM - 4:10PM (LPC)                          

Instructor: Dr. Jacqui Shine  

Crosslisted with AMS 395.  

This course invites students to exam-

ine the social, cultural, and political 

history of American policing from its 

colonial origins to contemporary life, 

with a focus on the ways in which 

race, class, gender, sexuality, and 

citizenship status have shaped ideas 

about the role and function of police 

in society. The course will examine 

how representations of police and the 

criminal justice system in popular 

culture (including television and 

film) have been mobilized to influ-

ence public perceptions of crime, 

danger, and safety—and, in turn, 

how they have affected the institu-

tion’s legitimacy since the founding 

 

Only 6 courses to 

minor in ABD!  

 

Only 13 courses to  

major! 
 

Email abd@depaul.edu 

to contact an ABD        

advisor. 

mailto:abd@depaul.edu

