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DePaul University Critical Ethnic Studies Statement of Solidarity and Fight for Black Lives 
 
We write this statement of sound heart and mind towards what each of us are experiencing this week. We 
write as a collective with the understanding of how you feel and how you are currently being impacted, 
because we, like so many others, are impacted too. We write this for Breonna, George, Tony, Nina, Sean 
and countless others whose names have and have not been uttered and in honor and memory of the Black 
lives lost to the inequality of this country, taken by COVID and abandoned by the state. Remembering 
that our first recorded death to the virus in Chicago was a Black disabled woman, Patricia Frieson. We 
will not forget her, and we connect her life all the way to that of George Floyd. 
  
Over the past decade, our nation has witnessed a further intensive form of injustice that impacts the lives 
of Black folks at an alarming rate. These injustices come in the form of increased police brutality, 
vigilantism, racism, ableism, transphobia, state sanctioned violence, imprisonment and so on. They are 
not new, they were just renamed. These injustices perpetually affect every channel of Black people's lives 
and they are impossible to ignore. It seems as if every day, Black Lives Matter seems more and more 
crucial to the critical and necessary transformative work needed in our world. And every day we are 
reminded of the legacy slavery, white supremacy and anti-blackness have perpetuated in our cities and 
communities.  
  
Today, we remain in the midst of a public health crisis, and more specifically a state of emergency for all 
Black Lives; specifically Black poor folks, Black Trans and Queer folks, Black women, and Black people 
with disabilities. And while there are faint whispers of justice, we still grieve the lives lost and the lives 
having to live day to day in fear and rage. On Saturday May 30, 2020, protests engulfed cities around the 
world demanding justice for the murder of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Tony McDade and Sean Reed 
by the hands of police. In days that have followed, we have witnessed a moment in history that will shape 
the course of where we are going. We cannot trust leadership from this country nor from this presidency. 
We cannot trust leadership from within the academy or in public offices. We must trust the people on the 
ground and in the community fighting for their lives and their right to be seen as human. This leaves us to 
our own devices of our own passions and love for another, for our Black siblings, to claim justice for our 
fallen and for the living. 
  
We call all of you to action. This comes in the form(s) of protest, petitions, donations, bail funds, 
volunteering, writing, and quite honestly anything that will center the lives of Black people, while 
reimagining a more just and equitable world. We ask this kindly, but urgently. It is these times of the 
highest and most blunt acts of violence that determine the outcomes of our actions. This moment will be 
defined by us, for us.  
  



The fight for Black Lives must and will continue. The abolishment of prisons and police is happening and 
it will only grow stronger. DePaul University’s Critical Ethnic Studies graduate students are committed to 
doing the work through a racial and transformative justice framework and equity lens rooted in 
black/queer/transnational feminism both in the classroom and on the ground with and for our 
communities. This moment is critical and may very well cost you your comfort and complacency. But to 
resist is to persist in the fight for liberation. We hope to see you there. We will get there-- together. 
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Valerie C. Johnson, Associate Professor and Chair Department of Political Science 
Bill Johnson Gonzalez, Associate Professor Department of  English 
Amor Kohli, Associate Professor and Chair Department of African and Black Diaspora Studies 
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