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A Note from the Director 

Welcome to our many new students, frosh and transfers, who have chosen to be part of 

our program!  You are about 40 this year, with over 100 major and double majors.  Come 

meet each other and our great PJC faculty at the Open House, Oct. 4.  Seniors and juniors 

graduating by March 2015 need to reserve Tu/Th 2:40-4:10 both winter and spring for 

the senior stream, which must be taken one after the other.  Find cool study abroad   

programs, but do the stream in junior year if the study abroad is in winter or spring of 

your senior year.  The PJC internship course is this winter 2014 on Fridays; next year it 

will be in fall.  Come speak to me about an independent placement that you can complete 

prior to the course itself, IF YOU CHOOSE.  I hope you find both fun and challenge in all 

your PAX courses. 

Autumn 2013-2014 

Peace, Justice & Conflict StudiesPeace, Justice & Conflict Studies  
                            DePaul University              DePaul University                

This Winter Quarter, Joy Ellison will 

teach PAX 384, a 300-level course in 

Activism and Advocacy. This course 

will explore the history and practice 

of activism and civil resistance.  

Students will critically analyze a  

variety of nonviolent movements, 

focusing on their goals, strategies, 

and tactics, as well as the theories of 

power they utilize. Through this  

analysis, we will build an understand-

ing of the ways that activists work for 

social justice, and develop tools for 

our own strategies for resistance, 

and  articulate the sources of    

movement successes and failures.   

This course will not only allow       

s tudents  to  examine soc ia l        

movements of the past, but will also 

inspire as we work for social justice 

today.  

 

If you have questions about this 

course, please email the PJC staff or 

y o u  m a y  e m a i l  J o y  a t  

jelliso8@depaul.edu.  

Dr. Mary Jeanne Larrabee  
Program Director 
Phone: 773-325-1147 
Email: mlarrabe@depaul.edu 
 
Dr. Eugene Beiriger 
Co-Director 
Phone: 773-325-7454 
Email: ebeirige@depaul.edu 

 

Joshua Covell 
Program Coordinator 
Phone: 773-325-7799 
Email: jcovell@depaul.edu 
 
Christa Kuntzelman 
Student Program Coordinator 
Phone: 773-325-7799 
Email: ckuntzel@depaul.edu 

mailto:jelliso8@depaul.edu
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piece—all of which was documented and shared 

in a video that was successfully presented to both 

schools in two different assemblies. Thanks to 

PAX director Mary Jeanne Larrabee and Theresa 

Bratanch, they were 

able to use a space 

a t  D e P a u l ' s          

Richardson Library as 

well as the Schmitt 

Academic Center for 

th i s  outs tand ing     

collaborative effort. 

The theme students 

decided to explore—

based on their own 

preferences was "judging" and its negative     

connotation, when put-downs dehumanize people 

based on race/ethnicity, culture, gender and even 

appearance and how we can affect change in our 

communities. The workshop has used community

-building practices, especially talking circles as 

the main tool to 

engage in this 

dialogue, make 

decisions, and 

create the pieces. 

Hay t  Schoo l 

teachers Emily 

P i n e d a  a n d 

 

Community-Building Through the Arts 

On May 11th and 18th, a group of 6th, 7th and 

8th grade students from Reilly Elementary located 

in Avondale and Hayt Elementary, from       

Edgewater, came together to participate in a   

creative process that 

examined similarities 

and differences in 

their communities. As 

a result of their    

i n f e r en ce s  and      

d i a l o g u e s  t h ey     

converged to identify 

certain negat ive    

aspects as seeds of 

v i o l e n c e  a n d         

dehumanization. The group of students used this 

workshop to explore possible solutions, expose 

the effects of such aspects and ultimately create 

a message of change to be brought back to their 

respective communities. The outcomes of this 

process were: a painting, a song written and 

sung by them 

b a s e d  o n      

personal stories 

and also the use 

of movement 

t h r o u g h  a     

student choreo-

graphed dance 
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Tareeq Rasheed, as well as Reilly School and PAX Faculty member Mauricio Pineda, facilitated the    

workshop. Additionally, we were lucky enough to have the help and collaboration of Francesco           

De Salvatore and Timothy Bradford, DePaul students. 

Mauricio Pineda 

PJC faculty 

The Peace, Justice, and Conflict Studies Program is excited to welcome 

and introduce a new professor! Kristin McCartney, PhD has lived and 

taught in Chicago for almost a decade.  Her areas of specialization 

within philosophy include: applied ethics, feminist philosophy, queer 

theory, postcolonial theory, and critical race theory. With her students, 

Kristin aims to develop complex, critical, and open-ended accounts of 

justice, violence, identity, happiness, beauty, and so on.  She is    

grateful that the Humanities classroom opens space for students to  

seriously reflect on the everyday and the extraordinary in their lives. 

Kristin’s essays and  reviews have been published in Philosophia Africana, International Studies in 

Philosophy, Hypatia, and Radical Philosophy Review.  Kristin is teaching PAX 200 Perspectives on 

Peace, Justice, and Conflict this Autumn Term and will be teaching other PAX courses throughout 

this academic year. You are invited to follow her public Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/

kristinmccartneyphd) for course-related news and event announcements.   

Welcome Kristin McCartney, PhD to PJC! 

https://www.facebook.com/kristinmccartneyphd
https://www.facebook.com/kristinmccartneyphd
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school libraries for kids to explore their interests 

and futures. On top of that, no creative or       

therapeutic arts are offered or available, despite 

the flourishing creativity of the children.  

We successfully got land donated by the Ghanaian 

government; drew up an architectural plan;     

consulted schools, universities, elders, children, 

and community members on programs; totaled 

the budget; and involved the community of 

Atonsu in every step of the way. 

After raising $20,000 to fund the entire physical 

construction of the building, we started building in 

June 2013, and in just two short months, the   

Education Center structure was complete. In order 

to finish, equip, and open the Center, we need to 

raise another $30,000. 

We want to create a space for kids to be kids. We 

want to allow our children and community to 

grow, prosper, love, laugh, inspire, live, and  

create. We know the community of Atonsu has the 

power and dedication to change the world but are  

Building A Community Center in Ghana 

  Just 24 hours after graduating high school in June 

2011, I hopped on a plane to Ghana to embark on 

the journey of a lifetime. I spent three months   

volunteering with Light for Children, a non-profit 

focused on HIV-positive and vulnerable children in 

the Kumasi area. During my stay I lived with a local 

host family, ran a sexual assault prevention       

program, taught at a free summer school, worked 

in orphanages, sought sponsorship for HIV-positive 

children, produced my own documentary, and, 

most of all, fell in love with Africa.  

Two years after my first journey to Ghana and  

having lived and volunteered in 5 more countries, I 

embarked on my dream project of building a    

computer lab/library/art center with Light for    

Children in the community of Atonsu, Ghana. In the 

entire Kumasi region there are close to 500 

schools, and only 10% of those schools have some 

sort of computer lab, despite Information        

Communication Technology being a required     

subject for teaching. There are also no public or 
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The Power of Solidarity:  Reflection on Gandhi 

just lacking the resources to do so. We believe in walking hand in hand with 

the community, instead of giving handouts. We believe in dreaming big…

and the Education Center is our biggest dream to date.  

I am moving permanently and indefinitely to Ghana in January 2014 to run 

the Education Center full time, work for Light for Children, and see where 

and how my journey unfolds. I know it will be a wild, crazy, and beautiful 

adventure. 

  To read more about the Center and my work in    

 Ghana, visit www.together-we-are.com.  

Rebecca Kuntz 

PJC Junior 

    

The power of solidarity creates hope and allows normal, everyday community members to join 

together to challenge State power and oppression. The motives behind Gandhi’s theory of social 

change stressed non-cooperation and civil disobedience.  The most important insight from studying 

Gandhi’s movements is to learn how social changes can lead to a more just society. My recent 

volunteer work with the Chicago Alliance against Racist and Political Repression, a group that works 

to fight repression and also to make Chicago Police more accountable with the citizens they are 

sworn to protect. The group has worked to mobilize the families and friends of individuals that have 

been wrongfully convincted, or that have been unarmed and shot. 

They want to put Gandhi’s ideals into action. The work shows 

sympathy to, and empathy with, the populations that have been most 

affected by violence in Chicago.  We are seeking political changes that 

will  benefit all who live in this city. Despite the challenges, Gandhi’s 

experience shows us that solidarity is possible. 

Wale Afolayan 

      PJC Student 

http://www.together-we-are.com
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A Father’s Reflection on Activism 

I got a phone call the other day from my daughter, 

Hanna, who is away at college. She told me she is 

in a class about “Activism,” and she asked me what 

differences I see regarding college activists today, 

as compared with students when I was in college, 

in the sixties and seventies. Well, right away I    

responded that teargas was the preferred teaching 

aid when addressing college activists in 1970. 

It was on a May day, exactly 43 years ago, that 

U.S. soldiers came to my college campus to deal 

with the protests that erupted after President Nixon 

announced he would be escalating the Vietnam 

War and bombing Cambodia. A few days later 

those soldiers who came to Kent State University 

ended up shooting 13 students. Their shots blew 

the windows out of the girls’ dorm beyond the  

unarmed crowd that they fired into. Their shots 

ended the lives of four students, and altered the 

lives of many more.  

I don’t remember anything I learned in class that 

abbreviated spring semester. But I learned a lot 

that day. I learned that a 30-caliber M1 bullet will 

pass through a steel plate sculpture, the trunk of a 

large elm tree, or the neck of a young man 730 

feet away. I learned that a human body has about 

six quarts of blood, and what it looks like flowing 

out into the street. I learned how to deal with a 

chest wound by watching a fellow student (he is 

now a high school history teacher), treat a student  

photographer shot in the chest.  And I learned 

what my country would do to maintain their grasp 

on political power in the face of resistance.   

Since then, we all have learned. I wasn’t paying 

attention at the time, but several years earlier, in 

1968, student activists at Mexico’s National      

University occupied the college administration 

building. They had a list of demands. Soldiers   

responded by shooting into a crowded square in 

Mexico City, killing and injuring hundreds. Once 

again, in 1995, student activists occupied the   

administration building of the same Mexico      

University. They had a list of demands. However, 

by now times had changed, and nothing         

happened. No troops. No shootings. The reason? 

Twenty-seven years later, those who had lived 

through the 1968 massacre were now in charge.  

They understand that military force is not an    

appropriate response to activism. Our children can 

be assured that they will not be subjected to    

military force for speaking their mind.  

This is a huge blessing. But we don’t live in a   

perfect world. There is still cause for protest and   

activism. There are still many injustices to rectify 

and disagreements to resolve. But if we cannot 

understand and acknowledge the blessings we 

have been granted, we cannot ask for more. 

Mark Stratman 

Father of PJC Junior Hanna Rose Stratman 
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Resources for Promoting Peace and Nonviolence 

Waging NonViolence is an incredible source of news and analysis about issues relating to peace and  

justice. A wealth of original content is available for a wide range of social justice topics. The site is  

extremely user-friendly so that one can easily learn more about the issues that are of importance, both 

locally and globally. For example, one can search by conflict, culture, region, or issue. While there are a 

plethora of news outlets available, this site is unique as it provides not only a nonviolent perspective to 

current problems, but also offers pragmatic solutions. American culture is entrenched in multiple forms 

of violence, from direct/physical to cultural and structural violence. Nonviolence isn’t just another  

option, but it is an powerful and effective option. Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies Professor Ken Butigan 

is one of the columnists contributing valuable insights—just another reason to check into this resource. 

 

For almost two years, I have been working with the Pall Hall Community Center. I was able to develop an 

educational program for children designed to teach them about the roots of racism—both internal and  

external—in America. I’ve dealt with racism first hand and the things surrounding it, such as residential  

segregation, poverty, disenfranchisement, and lack of resources. I feel it’s very important for children to 

know history, and to understand that racism is a plague that divides humans. They should know why things 

are the way they are, including why African Americans are considered “minorities”. 

The goal of the program is for children to realize that racism is a historical            

construction that can be deconstructed and overcome.  

I learned a lot from my work at the Community Center, especially about the  

administrative side of organizations. Eventually, I would like to start my own  

organization that addresses the issues of racism in Chicago.  

Sean Colley 

PJC Senior  

Overcoming Racism Through Community 

http://wagingnonviolence.org/


 

Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 

Upcoming Events 

Violence Against  

Women / Violence 

Against Communities 

Oct. 14, 6:00PM 

Presentation given by 

PJC Professor Jerica  

Arents, and Liz Deligio 

of the 8th Day Center 

for Justice.  

Suffering & Salvation 

in Ciudad Juarez  

Oct. 24, 6:00PM 

Presentation by Nancy 

Pineda Madrid with a 

Memorial Vigil to follow.  

Who am I? Cultural 

Identity and Values 

Oct. 21, 6:30PM 

An interactive workshop 

to explore how these 

ideas relate to          

relationships. 

Privilege: Walking  

the Talk 

Nov. 12, 6:30PM 

A workshop & dialogue 

to explore social class, 

privilege, and socially 

responsible leadership. 

 

Events Resources 

For the most up-to-date 

information on events, 

check out our website 

and Facebook page. Do 

you have a PJC-related 

event to share? Send 

an email with a brief           

d e s c r i p t i o n  t o 

jcovell@depaul.edu. Like us on Facebook!      facebook.com/DePaulPeaceJusticeandConflictStudiesProgram 

Welcome Back and Open House! 

The Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies Program offers students a B.A. major curriculum 

that helps them reflect on the origins and causes of conflict, violence, and social    

injustice as well as the wide spectrum of conflict intervention, from armed conflict, 

through governmental and organizational peace-building, to local and interpersonal 

conflict resolution. The program also introduces students to strategies for resolving 

interpersonal, communal, and international conflicts peacefully, as well as tactics that 

promote the common good in a way that addresses the structural origins of violence.  

 

mailto:jcovell@depaul.edu
http://www.facebook.com/DePaulPeaceJusticeandConflictStudiesProgram

