
A Note from the Director 

Keep these changes in mind: 
 

Next year’s seniors: You will need to take PAX 350 in winter. You also must do the PAX 

300, but it will be acceptable to do PAX 300 (renamed to TOPICS SEMINAR) or any of 

these: PAX 380 TOPICS IN NONVIOLENCE, PAX 381 TOPICS IN PEACE BUILDING, PAX 

382 TOPICS IN SOCIAL JUSTICE AND SOCIAL CHANGE, PAX 383 TOPICS IN CONFLICT 

INTERVENTION, PAX 384 TOPICS IN ACTIVISM AND ADVOCACY, PAX 385 TOPICS IN  

HUMAN RIGHTS. From now on, all majors must do two or three of these. NO OTHER PAX 

300-level courses, which come from other programs, can be substituted, although they 

can still be taken as PJC electives. PAX 392 Internship will be offered in fall only; consult 

me (mlarrabe@depaul.edu) about independent placements prior to the course in fall. 
 

Next year’s juniors: Try to do most of your PAX 200-level courses and one of the above 

list during 2014-15. If you plan on a senior year winter quarter study abroad, plan to take 

the PAX 350 in winter 2015. 

Spring 2013-2014 

Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 
DePaul University    

Sister Helen Prejean, C.S.J.,    activist 

and author of Dead Man Walking, 

will once again visit   DePaul for a 

week’s worth of programming     

inspired by her work. Departments 

from around  the university will 

host panel discussions, class        

activities, and musical and dramatic 

public performances on the topic of 

death penalty abolition and Sister 

Helen’s novel. 

To find the most up to date           

information about these events, 

please visit the Sister Helen Prejean 

Week webpage found under About 

— Events at las.depaul.edu/pax.  

Dr. Mary Jeanne Larrabee  
Program Director 
Phone: 773-325-1147 
Email: mlarrabe@depaul.edu 
 
Dr. Eugene Beiriger 
Co-Director 
Phone: 773-325-7454 
Email: ebeirige@depaul.edu 

 

Joshua Covell 
Program Coordinator 
Phone: 773-325-7799 
Email: jcovell@depaul.edu 
 
Christa Kuntzelman 
Student Program Coordinator 
Phone: 773-325-7799 
Email: ckuntzel@depaul.edu 

Continue the  

conversation on 

facebook.com/

DePaulPeace 

Justiceand 

ConflictStudies 

Mark your Calendars! 

Sister Helen Prejean Week 

April 21-30, 2014 



 

When I first met Katie while teaching my Community Building Through the Arts course, I was 

greatly impressed not only by her outstanding work ethic, but even more by her insightful and 

reflective character. Little did I know that I was going to have the opportunity to count on her 

extraordinary support to the Restorative Practices initiative at Reilly Elementary school—an 

initiative that tries to depart from punitive practices that increase the amount of student 

suspensions and detentions that involve no community involvement or healing opportunities.  As if 

I needed some reassurance about her role in our school, just a few days after she joined our 

community, I had a visit from three 6th grade students that desperately wanted to know if Katie 

was coming on that day. It became clear that with just a few interactions with them, Katie had 

already touched their lives. 

The work of Katie has been immeasurable. She started as an assistant to the Peer Counsel Program 

and has now become a leader that has trained new members and overseen cases. Her support, 

however, didn’t stop there, as she also saw the need to open Reilly’s Peace Room on a regular basis, 

to provide a safe space for students to cope with social emotional instability.  She also has helped 

facilitate numerous peace circles that have helped bring classrooms together. A lot of what has 

been done at Reilly School in terms of Restorative Practices has had a lot to do with the hard work 

and big commitment of Katie. 

Katie, what was your experience? 
 

When Mr. Pineda presented the opportunity to our PAX 250 

class to observe his peer council, I was intrigued on seeing 

how the restorative justice practices were working in a 

school setting.  What I saw were an amazing group of kids 

who were taking ownership of not only their actions but of 

how conflicts were handled in the school.  I was immediately 

drawn in and wanted to be able to continue working with 

these peace building practice in the school.  Thankfully, Mr. Pineda and the school were open to 

having me intern for the entire year, and really gave me space and reins to expand the peace room 

to have a larger presence in the school.   

A Building Peace Experience 
An Interview with Katie Binhack 

Professor Mauricio Pineda 
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My experience in expanding the peace 

room to be open to the students has 

been more than positive.  The whole 

school experience for kids can be a 

really stressful, because there are lots of 

transitions that are happening and 

sometimes being in the school 

environment, there is not always a space 

where students can decompress, talk, or 

just reflect on their emotions.  I have 

strived to make the peace room that 

space where students feel safe and comfortable to come and talk, or engage in whatever activity 

they need to do to recharge themselves.   

 Thankfully I have had the support of the administration and the teachers.  When I have 

communicated with a student that is in need of more continued support, we are able to collaborate 

and work together so the student is getting the most out of the peace room.  That is one the most 

important things restorative justice has taught me, that this is not a lone process.  It takes a lot of 

collaboration and support for these actions to be productive and successful.   

 That holds true especially for our peer council.  I have seen them make enormous strides in 

hearing cases, being accountable for follow-ups, and just supporting and pushing each other to be 

the best peer council members.  Everyone has different strengths, and I see them realize that in 

each other as we hear more cases and reflect on them afterwards and in our check-ins.  That for 

myself is one of the best things I have seen, because everyone is naturally falling into a role that 

allows the process to flow seamlessly.   

 I am so glad that I was able to have this whole experience and still be engaged in it.  Not only 

have I learned more about restorative practices and bringing in different components of art, games, 

or conversation into the room.  It has taught me valuable lessons in collaborating with others, 

adapting to the environment I am working within, and holding myself accountable as a facilitator in 

the peace room.  The PAX department stresses doing the work and being a peace builder in action.  I 

know for a fact I would never walked out of a classroom with as much knowledge that I have gained 

while being at Reilly, and I am so indebted to Mr. Pineda and the school for opening their home for 

me so I was able to do all of this work.  
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The Dreamcatcher Foundation is hosting an eight-week pilot 

program that started March 7, 2014, teaching photography and 

writing skills to youth ages 14-18 who are survivors of sex 

trafficking in Chicago. 

The curriculum was derived from photoVoice, the highly respected leader in international 

youth media education. Fifteen young women are taking part in the program, which is held 

under the guidance of full-time faculty and staff from Columbia College Chicago’s 

Photography and English Departments, DePaul Peace, Justice and Conflict students, as well 

as the Center of Innovation and Teaching Excellence. 

 We decided to participate and create this project because we wanted to shed light on 

issues that are occurring in our community and work with the directly affected population 

to share their experiences. We chose to work with sex-trafficking survivors, because this 

issue needs to be deconstructed and we wanted to break down preexisting stigmas. We got 

on board with this project, because although neither of us are photographers, we believe in 

the power of art activism and the potential it has to tell a story and educate communities 

about difficult issues.  

It has been really interesting seeing the 

progress of the women who are 

attending class. Our students are 

beautiful, courageous, and talented. It 

has been wonderful to see the trust 

being built and the connections we 

have made in just a few weeks. They 

have all been making strong images 

week after week, and encouraging 

each other to further progress their 

photographic skills. Our critiques are 

constructive and somewhat intense, 

but still incredibly fun. A few of the 

girls have deemed themselves 

Student  Act iv ism Highl ight  

Tessa Lavdiot is  
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"professional" and even want to come to DePaul when they graduate.  

We have a very loud group. When we go on photo walks, you can hear us yelling "GET THAT 

PICTURE!" Last week we came across a Segway tour, which our students thought was the 

funniest thing they'd ever seen. They 

proceeded to surround the group yelling 

to each other to get pictures of the group 

from all sides. 

Ultimately, we see photography as a 

platform for expression and healing. Our 

goal is to see these students progress 

not only in their photography, but also 

in other aspects of their life. We want to 

create a community through this class 

that is encouraging and lifts each other 

up.  

The pilot Project will cumulate in an exhibition to be held at Columbia College Chicago on 

April 28th, during which participants’ photographs will be sold in a silent auction to benefit 

the Dreamcatcher Foundation. The exhibition will also feature information about human 

trafficking, here in Chicago and around the world. Following the exhibit, prints of the 

students’ photographs and examples of their writing will be disseminated to elected 

officials, as part of a unique and powerful campaign to refocus policy makers’ attention to 

the sexual trafficking of poor and vulnerable young people, and to inspire and encourage 

public policy designed to address this ongoing tragedy. 

We would love for you to come and see the work of the students, and help spread awareness 

about trafficking. The exhibition will be held on April 28th at 33 East Congress Room 101, 

from 5:30-8:00pm. We hope to see you there! 

For more information, please contact Tessa Lavdiotis (Tlavdiotis@aol.com) or Taylor Jordan 

(Tjwardtaylor@gmail.com). 

 



Page 6   

Another Quarter, and another great schedule of events from   

DePaul’s Center for Intercultural Programming.  



PJC Study Abroad in Merida, Mexico! 
Information Contributed by Professor Susana Martinez 
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For Professor Martí nez, leading the Study Abroad 

Me rida Program in Winter 2014 was a truly 

delightful experience.   She traveled to the 

Yucata n Peninsula with 13 students and taught 

Spanish 392 Transnationalism and Social Justice.  

Students lived with host families that provided 

three meals a day and studied Spanish at the 

public Universidad Auto noma de Yucata n with 

local instructors.   

 

 

Once a week, on Wednesday afternoons they 

traveled to the south side of Me rida to the Emiliano 

Zapata Sur Community where they worked with 

elementary school children and their mothers.  On 

Thursdays they ventured off to the northern 

extreme of Me rida for their Community Service 

class (CSS 201) at the private Universidad Marista.   

 

 

The group had excursions to the Mayan ruins of 

Uxmal, local haciendas that grew and processed 

henequen, and the wildlife sanctuary of 

Celestu n.  We also had longer trips to the 

Caribbean (and warm weather!) and Chiapas.  

Apply by May 15 to join Prof. Martínez in 

Me rida for Winter 2015!!!! 

Students at Canon Lancha 

Marista Campus 

Goodbye lunch with students and host families 



Peace, Justice & Conflict Studies 

EVENTS and DEADLINES 

The Peace, Justice, & Conflict Studies Program offers students a B.A. major curriculum that helps 

them reflect on the origins and causes of conflict, violence, and social injustice as well as the wide 

spectrum of conflict intervention, from armed conflict, through governmental and organizational 

peace-building, to local and interpersonal conflict resolution. The Program also introduces students 

to strategies for resolving interpersonal, communal and international conflicts peacefully, as well 

as tactics that promote the common good in a way that addresses the structural origins of violence.  

<<  Have you submitted your 

nomination yet? Nominations 

may be submitted directly to 

DePaul Engage. Just send an 

email to engage@depaul.edu! 

Submissions are due May 7!  

 


