
Welcome, Professor Nick Ango ! 

A Note from Director Mary Jeanne Larrabee 

I would like to share with you two new opportuni es for PJC majors and double‐
majors:  You can complete a combined degree program within 9 to 15 months a er 
your BA. The program has you take three of the MA courses in your senior year, and 
allows you to pay undergraduate tui on for them. They will count for both your 
undergraduate PJC degree requirements (either a PJC or Open Elec ve) and the 
requirements for a master’s degree. There are two choices for the la er: the M.A. in 
Journalism and the M.S. in Refugee and Forced Migra on Studies. If you are a junior 
now, you will need to apply for the combined degree programs ASAP, so that in 
spring you can select as part of your course load the appropriate graduate course for 
fall. Those wan ng further informa on can check the PJC website in the coming 
weeks, or go directly to the relevant master’s program website. 
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Peace, Jus ce & Conflict Studies 
              DePaul University 

Peace, Jus ce & Conflict Studies is thrilled to welcome 

Professor Nick Ango  as the newest faculty member in our 

program! Professor Ango  is a veteran SAG actor of 25 

years, holds a BFA in Ac ng/Direc ng from the University 

of WI Milwaukee, and a Master of Religious Studies and 

Doctorate of Divinity from the Emerson Theological 

Ins tute of Oakhurst, CA. 

He established Transcendence Global Media, to present the Peace on Earth Film 

Fes val, to plant seeds toward building a culture of peace and nonviolence for. 

This Spring Quarter, Professor Ango  will teach taught PAX 250: Dialogue for 

Peace: Film and Finding Your Voice. This course will be Tuesday evenings, from 

6:00 ‐ 9:15pm for the second five weeks of the quarter.  

We hope that you will join with us in welcoming this new professor.  
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Christa Kuntzelman 
Student Program Coordinator 
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Student Perspec ve 
Addressing Depravity: Cesarean Rates in Nigeria 

By Debra Eloubaju, PJC Minor 
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 With the development of modern day obstetrics and the movement of childbirth from homes to 

health care facili es, the rates of cesareans in the developed world have been on the incline ever since the 

end of the 1930s1. As all developing countries strive for neoliberal modernity, there is a trend toward the 

acceptance of westernized medicine. With this, it would be expected that developing countries would, like 

most of the developed and some South American coun es, embrace the progression towards cesareans, 

both elected and non‐elected. 

Ini ally, when choosing to study c‐sec on rates in Nigeria, I chose the topic with the intent of 

exposing a massive increase, mimicking that of the western world. I wanted to juxtapose it to what appears 

to be Nigeria's appropria on of western culture to the dissolu on of its own. Surprising, a er briefly 

reviewing the academic literature, I began to see a trend: massive depravity. The na on is in dire need, not 

as a ma er of vanity but rather a ma er of life or death for mothers. With 66% of the popula on below the 

poverty line, not only are there very low rates of elected caesareans, but very few caesareans in general, 

which suggests that many women may not receiving life‐saving caesareans2. 

The average cesarean rate in Nigeria is below 2%. This is well below the ideal threshold for a 

na on’s healthy caesarean rate, which is a rate 

from 5‐15%3. This low rate in cesareans appears to 

be in congruence with the staggering maternal 

mortality rate of 630/100,000. This number is very 

problema c for a number of reasons. First, 

maternal mortality is used as a marker for the 

health of a popula on4. Therefore, Nigeria's high 

rate indicates problems in the field of healthcare in 

the country as a whole, not just in the field of 

obstetrics. Also, the health of the mother is 

indica ve of the health of the child, which means 

that the maternal mortality rate also coincides with 

the high infant mortality rate. 

30% of Nigerian women cited problems ge ng money for treatment, while 24% cited the problems 

of accessibility of health facili es and transporta on2. This reflects a greater problem within the na on: a 

lack of infrastructure. This causes the basic need of most of the popula on of Nigeria to be unmet and 

takes an especially taxing toll on laboring and new mothers. Most health facili es that women give birth in 

are not of caliber, with some women repor ng being required to bring the water needed for their labor. 
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Peace, Jus ce & Conflict Studies always wants to share your experiences! Please contact Josh or 
Christa in the office if you are also interested in sharing with your peers about events or travel that 
aligns with PAX curriculum. Ques ons? You can reach us at PJC@depaul.edu. 

 The lack of infrastructure also 

effects women's ability to receive care 

a er giving birth, at a me when the 

majority of maternal mortality in Nigeria 

occurs. As a result, the vast majority of 

women go months and some mes years 

before seeing a physician again a er labor, 

if at all. The quest for post‐partum care 

becomes more strenuous for women who 

live in the more rural areas of Nigeria. 

Demands of a farming lifestyle leave 

women without the me to travel for 

hours and some mes days on unpaved 

roads to reach the nearest hospital. 

The problems of maternal death and lack of infrastructure are further amplified during mes of crisis 

and civil unrest. Nigeria, over the past year, has been experiencing heightened levels of conflict, ranging from 

the Ebola outbreak, to the terror of Boko Haram. In mes of crisis such as these, women, especially those with 

child, tend to experience the full wrath of the circumstance. Therefore, improving the infrastructure of Nigeria 

is necessary for the promo on of the well being of expec ng and new mothers. 

Considering the astronomically low rates of cesareans in Nigeria, the high maternal and infant 

mortality rates, and the recent civil unrest, as a ci zen of the world I am moved to the point of ac on. This 

natural human concern is further exacerbated in me by the fact the all my family s ll lives in Nigeria. I want my 

aunts and baby cousins to give birth in their land of origin without the fear that they will not survive long 

enough to nurture their child. I want them to not have to travel for hours to a hospital that may not have 

adequate space for them when they arrive. Although at mes global problems like these may seem too big for 

us as individuals, it is worth no ng that educa on is the first step in inci ng any change in the world. Progress 

starts here. 
 

Sources:  

Ehiri, John. Maternal and Child Health Global Challenges, Programs, and Policies. New York: Springer‐Verlag, 2009. Print. 

Lanre‐Abass, Bola to A. “Poverty and Maternal Mortality in Nigeria: Towards a More Viable Ethics of Modern Medical Prac ce.” Interna onal 

Journal for Equity in Health 7 (2008): 11. PMC. Web. 21 Jan. 2015. 

Carine Ronsmans, Sara Holtz, Cynthia Stanton, Socioeconomic differen als in caesarean rates in developing countries: a retrospec ve analysis, The 
Lancet, Volume 368, Issue 9546,  28 October–3 November 2006, Pages 1516‐1523  

Wendy J Graham, Ann E Fitzmaurice, Jacqueline S Bell, John A Cairns, The familial technique for linking maternal death with poverty, The Lancet, 

Volume 363, Issue 9402, 3 January 2004, Pages 23‐27 



NEW PAX Courses for Spring Quarter! 
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Course lis ngs for Spring Quarter are available on Campus Connect. Remember to meet with your 

advisor when selec ng courses.  
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PJC: Spring Quarter Course Highlights 

PAX 290: Peacebuilding During Occupa on 

Tu/Th 2:40—4:10 

With Jerica Arents 

While much of Afghanistan’s physical 

and psychological infrastructure has 

been fractured throughout the thirty 

years of conflict, there are plenty of 

grassroots groups breaking forth to 

provide a new narra ve and create 

new communi es rooted in 

reconcilia on, dignity, and wholeness. 

In spring quarter, PAX students have 

the opportunity to enroll in a new 

topics course called “Peacebuilding 

During Occupa on”.  In it, we’ll study 

how grassroots groups in Afghanistan, Colombia, and the United States are ac vely building peace in 

the midst of occupa on.  We’ll focus on the Afghan Peace Volunteers, a group of youth in Kabul who 

are dynamically promo ng non‐military solu ons to the NATO occupa on of Afghanistan.  To more 

deeply understand the future military policy in Southeast Asia, we’ll study the reality of Colombia 

and the pockets of resistance among indigenous communi es there.  And to close the course, we’ll 

consider how grassroots groups here in the U.S. are working in solidarity with peacebuilding 

ini a ves globally. This course will also address the concept of libera on, not only in the context of 

geopoli cal strategy but in our own internalized forms of oppression and occupa on. 

PAX 290 will incorporate the idea of ordinary ci zens taking on the role of “ethical witnesses”. To 

refine our understanding of this concept, students will be asked to conclude the class by crea ng 

and par cipa ng in a nonviolent direct ac on that memorializes the lives of civilians lost in war. Join 

us! 

 

Jerica Arents was most recently in Kabul in April, 2013. She’s excited to bring original interview 

footage of the Afghan Peace Volunteers into the course. Contact the PAX department or Jerica 

(jarents@depaul.edu) with ques ons. 
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PAX 385: TOPICS SEMINAR: THE UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

With Dr. Gene Beiriger 

Tu/Th 1:00—2:30 

This seminar will examine the intellectual origins and historical tradi ons of “human rights” that led to 

the formal development of the UN Declara on of Universal Human Rights in 1948. While we will 

address 18th and 19th century influences on human rights thinking and prac ces, we will concentrate on 

20th century  contexts of two world wars, revolu on, and genocide as they created the impera ve for 

an agreed‐upon interna onal statement on human rights. The seminar will also examine the debates 

and nego a ons among the authors of the Universal Declara on, the significance of the declara on 

during the cold war, and contemporary controversies about human rights in the post‐9/11 world . 

PAX 250; NONVIOLENT LIVING: SKILL‐BUILDING FOR LEADING WORKSHOPS ON PERSONAL AND 

SOCIAL CHANGE 

With Dr. Ken Bu gan 

Course meets five Fridays 9:30—12:45: April 10, 17, 24, and May 1 & 8  

This course will train students to lead workshops on ac ve nonviolence for personal, interpersonal and 

social transforma on. In this class, students will study key the theory and prac cal applica ons of 

nonviolence; become familiar with workshop agendas and strategies; learn the fundamentals of 

workshop facilita on; and prac ce leading an introductory nonviolence workshop. This course will 

feature presenta ons, role‐plays, exercises, case‐studies, videos, readings, and small group discussion.  

Other Recommended Spring Quarter Courses 

PAX 250: Dialogue for Peace: Film and Finding Your Voice 

With Nick Ango  

Tuesday evening, 6:00—9:15pm.  

Dialogue for Peace: Film and Finding Your Voice will examine social jus ce and peace issues by 

discovering different perspec ves of interna onal conflict, social jus ce and change through the use of 

film and significant dialogue. Through this course, the individual will strengthen their understanding and 

perspec ve of their stance on conflict interven on, and what peace and jus ce means for all. This two 

credit course of five‐three hour sessions features films on social jus ce issues, and centered in 

interpersonal dialogue of the thema c film content. There will also be daily journal entry involvement 

where students will document their experiences throughout the course (film, discussion, etc.) along 

with things experienced in everyday life (acts of kindness/rudeness, world events, etc.). 



Page 7 

DePaul’s Center for Intercultural Programs (CIP) promotes ar s c expression and intellectual inquiry that challenges 

students to explore all aspects of their iden ty. CIP develops programs and services that empower students to learn 

about the mul tude of ways that their intersec ng iden es shape their understanding of their world and to confront 

systems of oppression and to promote social jus ce by celebra ng and affirming the dignity of every member of our 

university. For more informa on about events, visit h p://studentaffairs.depaul.edu/cip.  



Helpful Links and  
Resources for Students 

 

Career Center 

careercenter.depaul.edu 

Loop: 312.362.8437 

LPC: 312.325.7431 

 

Center for Intercultural 

Programs 

studentaffairs. 
depaul.edu/cip/ 

Follow this link to sign 

up for the CIP email list 

and for events calendar.  

 

University Ministry 

studentaffairs. 
depaul.edu/ministry 

Follow this link for 

informa on on Vincen an 

Community Service and  

Service Immersion Trips, 

as well as other resources.  

 

DePaul Engage 

facebook.com/ 
engagedepaul 

To join the DePaul  

Engage email list, you 

can email Emily at  

Ekrause@depaul.edu. 

 

The Peace, Justice, & Conflict Studies Program offers students a B.A. major curriculum 
that helps them reflect on the origins and causes of conflict, violence, and social 
injustice as well as the wide spectrum of conflict intervention, from armed conflict, 
through governmental and organizational peace-building, to local and interpersonal 
conflict resolution. The Program also introduces students to strategies for resolving 
interpersonal, communal and international conflicts peacefully, as well as tactics that 
promote the common good in a way that addresses the structural origins of violence. 

Rwandan Genocide Memorial  
Monday, April 13, 2015 6pm. Munroe Hall, 2312 N. Clifton Rooms 114-16 

In April 1994, Rwanda was plunged in pool of blood and the world remained silent. An 
ethnic cleansing against the minority Tutsi ethnic group materialized. In just 100 days, 
hundreds of thousands of Tutsis lost their lives along with moderate Hutus & others.   

21 later, we still commemorate so we do not forget, and to allow the memory of our 
lost ones to live on forever. We also commemorate to pay tribute to the resilience and 
bravery of those who survived. In a world that is currently plagued with violence of all 
sorts, it is important that we emphasize Never Again and take a stand to fight crimes 
against humanity.  

Every year, since the Genocide in 1994, Rwandans and friends of Rwanda gather to pay 
their respects to over 800,000 innocent men, women, and children who were brutally 
murdered. We, as Rwandans, especially 
gather to reflect on how far we have come 
and to look up ahead to the vision that we 
now hold for our country and the generations 
to come. We are, no longer, bound by the 
chains of ethnic tension and hate propaganda. 
We are confident in the future, which we all 
strive to build, in unity and solidarity, 
together as Rwandans. 

We invite you to be in solidarity with 
Rwandans at the 21st commemoration event. 

Events Happening At DePaul 
PJC Senior Celebration! 


