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PSC 349: Latin American Political Economy         
Winter 2017 

Prof. Rose J. Spalding    
Phone: 773-325-1983     Office:  990 W. Fullerton, Room 2102 

Email: rspaldin@depaul.edu 
 

Over the last half century, Latin America has experienced dramatic political and 
economic change. The region shifted away from authoritarianism, often under military 
and dictatorial rule, toward democratic politics; transitioned from structuralist to 
neoliberal economic models; and developed new forms of insertion into the international 
economic system. At the same time, several basic power parameters have proven quite 
durable, as have many of the region’s social and economic problems. Inequality continues 
to be pronounced, and heavy dependence on commodity exports has returned. This course 
explores competing theories about the reasons for and results of those dynamics.   
 
The first part of the course is designed to familiarize you with the background of Latin 
American economic development, the dominant economic models of the 20th and early 
21st centuries, and debates about alternative economic approaches and outcomes.  This 
section emphasizes understanding conceptual tools and general arguments in this field. It 
focuses on the broad political trends across the region and the policy debate among three 
schools of thought: neoliberalism, neostructuralism and neoinstitutionalism.  
 
The second part of the course explores the social and environmental consequences of the 
development models currently operating in the region. Particular attention is given to the 
rise of extractivism and community-level opposition; new challenges to international 
economic institutions; the pattern of remittances and bottom up capital flows; and the 
region’s emerging relationship with China.  
 
READINGS:   

• Peter Kingstone, The Political Economy of Latin America: Reflections on 
Neoliberalism and Development. New York: Routledge, 2011; 

• Fábio de Castro, Barbara Hogenboom and Michiel Baud, eds. Environmental 
Governance in Latin America.  New York and Houndmills, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire: Palgrave-Macmillan, 2016.  This is an Open Access book, available 
for free at: http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-137-50572-9 

• Assorted readings that are linked electronically to the syllabus at the course D2L 
site. 

 
GRADING: 
Class participation                                                                     20% 
Take-home midterm exam (5-7 pages)                                      20 
Take-home final exam (5-7 pages)                                            20 
Annotated bibliography (10 items)                                              5           
Research presentation                                                                  5 
Research paper (10-12 pages)                                                    30 

http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22F%C3%A1bio+de+Castro%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Barbara+Hogenboom%22
http://link.springer.com/search?facet-creator=%22Michiel+Baud%22
http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-137-50572-9
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CLASS PARTICIPATION:   
You should plan to attend class regularly and participate in class discussions.  If you miss 
more than two class sessions, your participation grade will drop a letter for each 
additional class missed. 
 
You’ll have the opportunity to “co-lead” class discussion for one class period this quarter.  
That means you’ll need to do the readings assigned for that day with extra care and come 
to class prepared to provide an overview, raise questions, and offer comments of your 
own.  I’ll circulate a sign-up list so you can choose to lead discussion on a topic and 
readings that interest you.   
 
TAKE-HOME MIDTERM EXAM: 
Using Peter Kingstone’s book and other materials assigned during the first five weeks of 
class, you will write two essays.  The first will ask you to describe, compare and assess 
the three political economy models that shape the development debate in Latin America.  
The second will give you an opportunity to analyze different kinds of regimes that are 
emerging in the region and assess their strengths and weaknesses. 
 
TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAM: 
Drawing on the readings from the last five week of the quarter, you will prepare two 
essays.  The first, focusing on extractivism and environmental governance in Latin 
America, will explore the opportunities and challenges faced by national governments 
and local community leaders as the extractive sector (mining, hydroelectric energy, 
petroleum and natural gas) expands. The second will discuss the shifting international 
environment and emerging trends. 
 
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
You will be constructing an annotated bibliography composed of at least 10 items, each 
one described in 1-2 paragraphs.  Your description should include information about the 
nature of the source, the author’s thesis or main findings, the research methods employed, 
and how you intend to use this information in your paper. Your list will need to include at 
least two primary sources, three books published in the last five years, and three articles 
from scholarly journals.  
 
RESEARCH PRESENTATION:  Toward the end of the quarter, you’ll have the chance 
to give a presentation based on your research project.  You may work on this assignment 
individually or in teams, as you prefer.  As you prepare a 6-7 minute overview of your 
research paper, you will design a handout or power point presentation that details your 
research question, identifies the main arguments, incorporates the tables and charts that 
provide evidence and structure, and lists the key bibliographic resources on which you 
draw.  
 
RESEARCH PAPER:  Your research paper will allow you to explore either a political 
economy topic in a specific Latin American country (for example, NAFTA in Mexico, 
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export processing zones in Honduras, social security privatization in Chile, gold mining 
in Peru) or a cross regional theme (for example, free trade agreements, “free, prior and 
informed consent,” remittances, tourism, development bank loans, climate change).  This 
paper will give you the chance to offer your own analysis of an issue and construct a set 
of research findings.  
  
COURSE POLICIES:  Assigned papers must be turned in on time.  Unless an extension 
is arranged in advance, late papers will be graded down ½ letter grade for each day they 
are late.  
 
While in the classroom, internet-enabled devices such as laptops, tablets, smartphones, 
and smartwatches can only be used for the purpose of learning as required by the 
instructor. No texting, emailing, or web browsing is allowed in the classroom during the 
class period.  
 
Expect to spend a minimum of two hours working on this course for each hour of class 
time.  To keep up with unfolding developments in Latin America, you should read a 
newspaper (New York Times, Wall Street Journal, or a daily paper from Latin America) 
on a regular basis during this quarter.   
     
OFFICE HOURS:  My office is in Room 2102 in 990 W. Fullerton, and my phone 
number is (773) 325-1983.  Office hours are MW 11:15-12:15, and by appointment.  I 
hope each of you will come by to talk with me at least once during the quarter. 
 
WRITING CENTER: Given the number and complexity of the writing assignments for 
this course, I strongly recommend you make use of the Writing Center. The Writing 
Center provides free peer writing tutoring for DePaul students and alumni. Writing 
Center tutors work with writers at all stages of the writing process, from proposal to 
revision, and they are trained to identify recurring issues in your writing as well as 
address any specific questions or areas that you want to discuss. Visit 
www.depaul.edu/writing for more information. 
 
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS:  Students who feel they may need an 
accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss 
their specific needs. All discussions will remain confidential.  To ensure that you receive 
reasonable accommodation based on your needs, contact me as early as possible in the 
quarter (preferably within the first week of class). Make sure that you have also contacted 
the Center for Students with Disabilities at 773-325-1677, Student Center #370, 
http://offices.depaul.edu/student-affairs/about/departments/Pages/csd.aspx. 
 
ACADEMIC INTREGITY: DePaul University is a learning community that fosters the 
pursuit of knowledge and the transmission of ideas within a context that emphasizes a 
sense of responsibility for oneself, for others, and for society at large. Violations of 
academic integrity, in any of their forms, are detrimental to the values of DePaul, to the 
students' own development as responsible members of society, and to the pursuit of 

http://www.depaul.edu/writing
http://offices.depaul.edu/student-affairs/about/departments/Pages/csd.aspx
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knowledge and the transmission of ideas. Violations include but are not limited to the 
following categories: cheating; plagiarism; fabrication; falsification or sabotage of 
research data; destruction or misuse of the university's academic resources; alteration or 
falsification of academic records; and academic misconduct.  
 
There are strong sanctions against plagiarism at DePaul.  If proven, a charge of plagiarism 
could result in an automatic F in the course, formal notification of your college dean, and 
possible expulsion.  Conduct that is punishable under the Academic Integrity Policy could 
result in additional disciplinary actions by other university officials and possible civil or 
criminal prosecution. Please refer to your Student Handbook or visit Academic Integrity 
at DePaul University (http://academicintegrity.depaul.edu) for further details.  
 
DEAN OF STUDENTS OFFICE: The Dean of Students Office (DOS) helps students in 
navigating the university, particularly during difficult situations, such as personal, 
financial, medical, and/or family crises. This office provides Absence Notifications to 
faculty, Late Withdrawals, and Community Resource Referrals. Additionally they have 
resources and programs to support health and wellness, violence prevention, substance 
abuse and drug prevention, and LGBTQ student services. They are committed to your 
success as a DePaul student. Contact them at http://studentaffairs.depaul.edu/dos. 
 
COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS 
1.  Introduction to the course and each other (Jan. 2)    
 
2.  Latin America political and economic background and development models (Jan. 4) 
           1.)   Debates about the concept of development  
           2.)  From the agro-export model to import-substitution industrialization (ISI) 
           Readings: Kingstone, Chs. 1-2. 

    
3. Debt crisis and the dynamics of neoliberal reform (Jan. 9) 

       1.) Indebted development  
       2.) IMF, stabilization and structural adjustment programs 

            3.) Neoliberal transitions: multi-tiered stages, influences and debates 
        Readings: Kingstone, Ch. 3, pp. 45-59; 

 --Spalding, Chapter 1, “The March to Market Reform in Central America,”   
Contesting Trade in Central America: Market Reform and Resistance (Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 2014). (PDF on D2L). 

 
4.  Debate about Neoliberalism, Democracy and Development (Jan. 11) 

        1.)  Neoliberalism and Democracy/Neoliberalism against Democracy 
Readings:  Kingstone, Chapter 3, pp. 59-90; 
--William I. Robinson, “Promoting Polyarchy in Latin America: The Oxymoron 
of Market Democracy,’” in Eric Hershberg and Fred Rosen, eds. Latin American 
after Neoliberalism (New York: New Press, 2006): 96-119. 

            http://www.soc.ucsb.edu/faculty/robinson/Assets/pdf/marketdemocracy.pdf 
 

http://academicintegrity.depaul.edu/
http://studentaffairs.depaul.edu/dos
http://www.soc.ucsb.edu/faculty/robinson/Assets/pdf/marketdemocracy.pdf
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Jan. 16th is Martin Luther King Day.  No classes at DePaul 
          
5. Radical Lefts, Moderate Lefts, and the Return of the Right  
            1.) Rentier states and radical alternatives: Venezuela (Jan. 18) 

Readings: Kingstone, Ch. 4; 
--Steve Ellner and Lucas Koerner, “Steve Ellner Part I: Democratization of PSUV 
is Key to Chavismo’s Future,” Venezuelanalysis.com, October 16, 2016 
https://venezuelanalysis.com/analysis/12716 and “Steve Ellner Part II: Is the 
Bolivarian Revolution a Populist Failure?” Venezuelanalysis.com, October 17, 
2016. https://venezuelanalysis.com/analysis/12723; 
--Edgardo Lander, “The Implosion of Venezuela’s Rentier State,” New Politics 
Papers #1, Transnational Institute (Amsterdam: TNI, September 2016). 
https://www.tni.org/files/publication-downloads/lander-venezuela-english-1.pdf; 
 
2.) Constrained reformers and the “politics of the possible”: Brazil (Jan. 23) 
Readings: Oswaldo E. Do Amaral and Timothy J. Power, “The PT at 35: 
Revisiting Scholarly Interpretations of the Brazilian Workers’ Party,” Journal of 
Latin American Studies, 48 (2015): 147-171. 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-
core/content/view/CD001665B447188C2EDD440D64267275/S0022216X150012
00a.pdf/div-class-title-the-pt-at-35-revisiting-scholarly-interpretations-of-the-
brazilian-workersandapos-party-div.pdf 
--Anthony W. Pereira, “Bolsa Família and Democracy in Brazil,” Third World 
Quarterly, 36, #9 (2015): 1682–1699.  
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01436597.2015.1059730 
--Amy Goodman and Juan González, “Dilma Rousseff on Ouster: This is a Coup 
That Will Impact Every Democratic Organization in Brazil,” September 2, 2016. 
https://www.democracynow.org/2016/9/1/dilma_rousseff_on_ouster_this_is 
Research paper topics due Jan. 23rd 
 
3.) Market fidelity on the Right in Latin America: Mexico (Jan. 25) 
Readings: Christopher Wilson, “Cross-Border Investments Lay the Foundation for 
Shared Regional Prosperity,” Wilson Center October 2016. 
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/growing_together_cross-
border_investments_lay_the_foundation_for_shared_regional_prosperity_1.pdf 
--Asa Cristina Laurell, “Three Decades of Neoliberalism in Mexico: The 
Destruction of Society,” International Journal of Health Services 45, 2 (2015): 
246–264. http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0020731414568507 
--John M. Ackerman. “Mexico: Ending the Neoliberal Nightmare,” 
NACLA Report on the Americas 48, 4 (2016): 394-400.  
http://tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10714839.2016.1258285 
Jan. 25th: Class debate on alternative models 

 
6. State, Markets and Institutions (Jan. 30th) 
 Readings: Kingstone, Ch. 5; 

https://venezuelanalysis.com/analysis/12716
https://venezuelanalysis.com/analysis/12723
https://www.tni.org/files/publication-downloads/lander-venezuela-english-1.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/CD001665B447188C2EDD440D64267275/S0022216X15001200a.pdf/div-class-title-the-pt-at-35-revisiting-scholarly-interpretations-of-the-brazilian-workersandapos-party-div.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/CD001665B447188C2EDD440D64267275/S0022216X15001200a.pdf/div-class-title-the-pt-at-35-revisiting-scholarly-interpretations-of-the-brazilian-workersandapos-party-div.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/CD001665B447188C2EDD440D64267275/S0022216X15001200a.pdf/div-class-title-the-pt-at-35-revisiting-scholarly-interpretations-of-the-brazilian-workersandapos-party-div.pdf
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/CD001665B447188C2EDD440D64267275/S0022216X15001200a.pdf/div-class-title-the-pt-at-35-revisiting-scholarly-interpretations-of-the-brazilian-workersandapos-party-div.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01436597.2015.1059730
https://www.democracynow.org/2016/9/1/dilma_rousseff_on_ouster_this_is
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/growing_together_cross-border_investments_lay_the_foundation_for_shared_regional_prosperity_1.pdf
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/growing_together_cross-border_investments_lay_the_foundation_for_shared_regional_prosperity_1.pdf
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0020731414568507
http://tandfonline.com/author/Ackerman%2C+John+M
http://tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10714839.2016.1258285
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--Fábio de Castro, Barbara Hogenboom and Michiel Baud, “Introduction: 
Environment and Society in Contemporary Latin America,” in F. de Castro et al. 
eds., Environmental Governance in Latin America. New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2016:1-25. http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-137-50572-9 
 
Take-Home Mid-Term Exam Due: Feb. 1 
Library Session on preparing your research paper bibliography: Feb. 1 
Class meets in Richardson Library, room JTR109. 
 

7. Latin American Environmentalism (Feb. 6) 
Readings: Joan Martinez-Alier, Michiel Baud and Héctor Sejenovich, “Origins 
and Perspectives of Latin American Environmentalism,” in F. de Castro et al. 
eds., Environmental Governance in Latin America. New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2016: 29-57. http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-137-
50572-9   
--Benedicte Bull and Mariel Aguilar-Støen, “Changing Elites, Institutions and 
Environmental Governance,” in F. de Castro et al. eds., Environmental 
Governance in Latin America. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016: 137-163. 
http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-137-50572-9 

 
8. Why and how do states promote an extractivist agenda? (Feb. 8) 

Readings: Karolien Van Teijlingen, “The ‘Will to Improve’ at the Mining 
Frontier: Neo-Extractivism, Development and Governmentality in the Ecuadorian 
Amazon,” The Extractive Industries and Society 3 (2016) 902-11. 
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.depaul.edu/10.1016/j.exis.2016.10.009 
--Thomas Chiasson-LeBel, “Neo-Extractivism in Venezuela and Ecuador: A 
Weapon of Class Conflict,” The Extractive Industries and Society 3 (2016) 888–
901. http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.depaul.edu/10.1016/j.exis.2016.10.006 
10 item Research Paper Annotated Bibliography Due: Feb. 8th 

 
9. Development, Environment and Community (Feb. 13) 
      1.) Problems of sustainability 
      2.) Local versus national versus international control 

Readings: Mariana Walter and Leire Urkidi, “Community Consultations: Local 
Responses to Large-Scale Mining in Latin America,” in F. de Castro et al. eds., 
Environmental Governance in Latin America. New York: Palgrave Macmillan 
2016: 287-325.  http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-137-50572-9 

 

http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-137-50572-9
http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-137-50572-9
http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-137-50572-9
http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-137-50572-9
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214790X16301848
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.depaul.edu/10.1016/j.exis.2016.10.009
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.depaul.edu/10.1016/j.exis.2016.10.006
http://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-137-50572-9
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--“Sipacapa No Se Vende/Sipacapa is Not For Sale,” 2005 documentary by 
Alvaro Revenga, 57 minutes 
In Spanish: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfHDgWnBC5s 
With English subtitles: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F36SqLpqQmQ 
 

      3.) How and why communities respond (Feb. 15) 
Readings: Nick Middeldorp, Carlos Morales, Gemma van der Haar, “Social 
Mobilisation and Violence at the Mining Frontier: The Case of Honduras,” The 
Extractive Industries and Society 3 (2016) 930-38. 
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.depaul.edu/10.1016/j.exis.2016.10.008 
--Eduardo Silva, “Patagonia, without Dams! Lessons of a David vs. Goliath 
Campaign,” The Extractive Industries and Society 3 (2016) 947–957. 
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.depaul.edu/10.1016/j.exis.2016.10.004 
 

10. Changing International Arena 
1.)  China (Feb. 20) 
“The Heat: China-Latin America Relations,” Sept. 19, 2016, Parts I and II (video) 
http://www.cctv-america.com/2016/09/14/the-heat-china-latin-america-relations 
--Ted Piccone, “The Geopolitics of China’s Rise in Latin America,” Brookings 
Institution, Geoeconomics and Global Issues, Paper 2, November 2016. 
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/the-geopolitics-of-
chinas-rise-in-latin-america_ted-piccone.pdf 
--Sam Wang, “China and Latin America in 2016,” Council on Hemispheric 
Affairs, August 16, 2016, http://www.coha.org/china-and-latin-america-in-2016/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfHDgWnBC5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F36SqLpqQmQ
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.depaul.edu/10.1016/j.exis.2016.10.008
http://dx.doi.org.ezproxy.depaul.edu/10.1016/j.exis.2016.10.004
http://www.cctv-america.com/2016/09/14/the-heat-china-latin-america-relations
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/the-geopolitics-of-chinas-rise-in-latin-america_ted-piccone.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/the-geopolitics-of-chinas-rise-in-latin-america_ted-piccone.pdf
http://www.coha.org/china-and-latin-america-in-2016/
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--Kevin P. Gallagher, Chapter 4 “Yuan Diplomacy,” The China Triangle: Latin 
America’s China Boom and the Fate of the Washington Consensus, New York: 
Oxford, 2016: 64-88. (PDF at D2L) 

 
2.)  Migration and Remittances (Feb. 22) 
Readings: Eric L. Olson, “Migrant Smuggling and Trafficking at the Rio Grande 
Valley: Ten Observations and Questions,” Latin American Program, Mexico 
Institute (September 2016) 
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/olson_border_2016_0.pdf 
--Manuel Orozco, Laura Porras, and Julia Yansura, “The Continued Growth of 
Family Remittances to Latin America and the Caribbean in 2015,” Inter-American 
Dialogue, February 2016. 
http://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/2015-Remittances-to-
LAC-2122016.pdf 
For statistical data, see Multilateral Investment Fund-Inter-American 
Development Bank, “Remittances to Latin America and the Caribbean,” 
http://www.fomin.org/en-us/home/knowledge/developmentdata/remittances.aspx 

 
3.) International Economic Institutions and their Alternatives (Feb. 27) 
Readings and videos: “The Afectados” (2015) 13 minute documentary on 
indigenous claimants against Chevron in Ecuador. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FK0Q452NkFQ 
--John Vidal, “Chevron hits out at British documentary on oil pollution in 
Ecuador,” The Guardian, June 17, 2015. 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jun/17/chevron-hits-out-at-
british-documentary-on-oil-pollution-in-ecuador 
 --“Ecuadorean President Rafael Correa on Empire and the Environment,” Telesur 
interview with Abby Martin, August 15, 2016. http://www.truth-
out.org/news/item/37235-president-rafael-correa-on-empire-and-the-environment 
--Grant, Kendall, "The ICSID Under Siege: UNASUR and the Rise of a Hybrid 
Regime for International Investment Arbitration" (2015). Osgoode Legal Studies 
Research Paper Series. Paper 108. 
http://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/olsrps/108 

 
11.  Student research presentations (March 1, 6) 
              
12.  Conclusions, review, discussion of final exam (March 8) 
Research Paper is due on Wed. March 8th before midnight in D2L Dropbox. 
 
Final take home exam is due on Wed. March 15 at noon in D2L Dropbox.  
 

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/olson_border_2016_0.pdf
http://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/2015-Remittances-to-LAC-2122016.pdf
http://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/2015-Remittances-to-LAC-2122016.pdf
http://www.fomin.org/en-us/home/knowledge/developmentdata/remittances.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FK0Q452NkFQ
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jun/17/chevron-hits-out-at-british-documentary-on-oil-pollution-in-ecuador
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jun/17/chevron-hits-out-at-british-documentary-on-oil-pollution-in-ecuador
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/37235-president-rafael-correa-on-empire-and-the-environment
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/37235-president-rafael-correa-on-empire-and-the-environment
http://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/olsrps/108
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