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Political Science 150: Introduction to Comparative Politics 
DePaul University 

Autumn 2018 
M/W 11:20-12:50 

 
Professor Erik Tillman       Email: etillman@depaul.edu  
Department of Political Science      Tel: 773-325-4131 
Office: 990 W. Fullerton Bldg. Room 2204 
Office Hours: Wednesdays, 1:30-4:00 PM, and by appointment 
 

Course Overview 
Why are some countries democratic and others not? Why have some countries become rich while others remain 
poor? And what difference does this make to one’s security, opportunities, and quality of life? These are just some 
of the questions that we ask in the study of comparative politics. 
 
This course is an introduction to the study of comparative politics. Comparative politics is the study of domestic 
politics of the countries around the world, focusing on the institutions, processes, and outcomes of different 
political systems around the world. In studying these different topics, we want to learn the “what's”, “how's”, and 
“why's” of each subject area—but we will also take the time to ask “what difference does it make?” Because this 
is an introductory course, we will survey a wide range of topics and countries without delving too deeply into any 
of them. Instead, you will be introduced to the most important concepts, theories, and issues in the study of 
comparative politics. You will also be introduced to some crucial methodological questions about how we study 
comparative politics and political science more generally.   
 

Course Objectives 
The primary objective of this course is to provide every student with the background and the conceptual tools 
necessary to analyze domestic politics around the globe. As such, this course will be organized around the major 
topics in comparative politics. When you complete this course, you should have an understanding of core 
concepts such as power, the state, democracy, legitimacy, development, and globalization. You will also develop 
your abilities to think critically about these concepts, to apply them empirically to relevant cases and situations, 
and to think about the American political system in comparative perspective.  
 

Grading 
Student grades will be determined by performance on the following elements:   

• 1st Test      20% 
• 2nd Test      25% 
• Simulation Performance   20% 
• Take-Home Final Exam    35% 

 
1st Test and 2nd Test: You will take two in-class “blue book” tests during the quarter. The first test will cover 
material up to that point in the quarter. The second test will be cumulative. Both tests will include a mixture of 
short-answer and multiple-choice questions. The emphasis for both tests will be on demonstrated understanding of 
core concepts from the course and the ability to apply them to relevant situations. 
 
Simulation Performance: All students will participate in a simulated “constitutional convention” that will occur 
over two class days. Each student will be assigned to one of political groups negotiating to design a constitution 
for a post-authoritarian state. Students will be required to participate actively in the simulation on both days, to 
write and bring to class memos at the start of each simulation activity offering recommendations for the group’s 
bargaining strategy, and to prepare for the activity by consulting readings, course notes, and actual historical 
examples of post-authoritarian constitutional design. 
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Take-Home Final Exam: In lieu of an in-class final exam, students will submit a take-home essay exam of about 
5-7 double-spaced pages. The assignment will be comprehensive and require students to reflect upon what they 
have learned in the course and to apply ideas and concepts drawn from course materials. The assignment will be 
handed out during the final class meeting and will be due on November 19 at 2:00 PM. 
 
NOTE: I do not grade attendance, and therefore you do not need to provide me with excuses for your occasional 
absences. I prefer to view you as capable of making your own decisions about how to use your time, and so it is 
not up to me to judge if your reason for missing class was valid. If personal, medical, or family hardships cause 
you to miss an extended amount of class, to be unable to meet deadlines, or to struggle with your studies in 
general, then you should contact the Dean of Students as soon as possible (Student Center Suite 307, 5-7290; 
email: deanofstudents@depaul.edu). I will work with you to find a way to accommodate your difficulties, but 
only with notification from the Dean of Students’ office. If you participate in an official DePaul extracurricular 
activity (such as an athletic team, Mock Trial, etc), which will require you to miss class time, then you must 
provide me with a letter from your coach or academic adviser specifying the missed dates and reasons in advance. 
 
Final Grades: The minimum grade needed to earn each letter grade is as follows: A (94.0), A- (90.0), B+ (87.0), 
B (84.0), B- (80.0), C+ (77.0), C (74.0), C- (70.0), D+ (67.0), D (60.0), F (59.9 and below).  To receive a grade of 
Pass, students must earn a C (74.0). 
 

Organization of the Course 
This course is organized into several topics. The first topic introduces the logic and methodology of comparative 
politics; the remaining topics survey important areas of study in comparative politics. This course is thematic and 
social scientific. In other words, we will approach the topic by examining different areas of inquiry rather than by 
studying different countries. Instead, we will consider different countries and events to examine and illustrate 
these topics. This course is social scientific in that we will seek to answer questions and explain puzzles. We will 
approach each topic by considering several “what, how, why” questions. 
 
The course material is divided into several complementary parts. Class notes are available on D2L for each topic 
after we finish. One or more readings are also assigned for each topic. Class meetings will include a combination 
of lecture, discussion, group activities, and simulations. Normally, but not always, we will devote time to 
discussing these readings in class. It is important to note that we will not cover all of the material from the notes 
or readings in class; you must complete all of these assignments in order to do well in this course. 
 
Readings: There is a required textbook for this course.  It is: 

• Stephen Orvis & Carol Ann Drogus. 2019. Introducing Comparative Politics: The Essentials. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Sage CQ Press. 

 
It is available through the bookstore, and there is a copy of the book available on reserve at the library. In 
addition, there are a number of additional required readings in the form of book chapters or articles. These are 
available via Electronic Reserve at the link provided at the top of the first page. You are required to complete 
these readings prior to the assigned date, and information from these readings will be included class discussion 
and test questions. Note that I provided full bibliographic details for most readings, so you should be able to 
access them even if the library webpage is not working for some reason. 
 

Policies and Procedures 
Instructor Contact: I hold regular weekly office hours at the times listed at the top of the first page of the 
syllabus. You are strongly encouraged to drop by at any time during these hours; you do not need to make an 
appointment or let me know in advance. If you cannot drop by during office hours, I am happy to schedule 
another time that works for both of us. I hope that you will consider coming by at least once during the quarter; I 
enjoy talking to students and want to help each of you do well in this course. You are especially urged to contact 
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me as soon as possible if you have questions or concerns about course material, your performance, my 
expectations, etc, or if other problems are arising that are affecting your ability to do the coursework. However, I 
also encourage students to drop by just to discuss interests or topics related to the course. 
 
Desire2Learn: I use D2L as a means to post announcements readings, notes, and other course materials 
(including a back-up copy of this syllabus). You will also use D2L’s dropbox feature to submit the simulation 
paper and final exam. You should plan on accessing D2L regularly (at least once between each class meeting). 
Because I will occasionally use D2L to send mass emails to the class, you should make sure that the system has 
your correct email address and that you check it regularly. 
 
Disabilities: Students who believe they need accommodations for a disability should contact me privately as early 
as possible during the quarter. I take these concerns seriously and will do what I can according to university 
policy to help. All discussions will remain confidential. In order to receive the most appropriate accommodations, 
you must also contact the Center for Students with Disabilities at their Lincoln Park (Student Center, Room 370, 
773-325-1677) or Loop (Lewis Center, Suite 1420, 312-362-8002) office. 
 
Academic Dishonesty: In academia, ideas are everything, and so presenting the words or ideas of others as your 
own is theft. Cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty will result at a minimum in a grade of 0 
on the assignment and a report to the Academic Affairs Office. Any work that you submit must be your own, and 
you must cite the sources of ideas or words that are not your own. If you have doubt about what constitutes a 
violation, consult the Code of Student Responsibility in the Student Handbook and/or consult me. Ignorance is 
never an excuse. Be aware of the following: making slight changes to the wording of another person's work 
without citing it is plagiarism; rules about plagiarism apply both to published and unpublished works; and 
submitting work that you have prepared for another course at DePaul or elsewhere in whole or part is cheating.   
 
Classroom Decorum: As one of many students enrolled in this course, you have a shared responsibility to foster a 
constructive learning environment and to refrain from behavior that would hinder the ability of those around you 
to learn or for me to teach.  These guidelines are for your own good, but they are also a matter of showing respect 
to your classmates and your instructor.  At a minimum, you should: 

• Arrive on time, stay in class until the end, and wait until class is over to put away materials 
• Turn off the ringer on your mobile phone and put it away for the duration of class 
• Use your laptop only for taking notes or accessing course materials.  
• Refrain from eating food, talking, passing notes, reading the paper, etc 
• Act respectfully and courteously towards your classmates.  

 
NOTE: Laptops are not allowed during class meetings except when conducting group/simulation work or with 

documentation from the Center for Students with Disabilities. 
 

Late Assignments: Due dates for assignments are firm, and they are there to provide a fair environment for all 
students. If you submit work after the due date, it will be penalized by a minimum of 10 points (i.e., one letter 
grade) for each 24 hours that it is late. I may not accept any work submitted more than 72 hours after the deadline 
without documentation. 
 
Student Responsibility: It is your responsibility as a student to be aware of and understand all requirements, due 
dates, policies, and announcements that I provide in this syllabus, announce in class or via email, or post on 
D2L—whether you were in attendance on a given day or not. It is also your responsibility to get notes from 
classmates if you miss class; I will not provide one-on-one reviews for students missing class. A copy of the 
syllabus is posted on D2L, and copies of any materials or links that we used in class are either on D2L (after class) 
or available from me. The full citation for each reading is provided in this syllabus so that you can always find the 
reading directly if the Electronic Reserve system is not working. Finally, please do not wait until the last minute to 
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deal with any concerns or problems with the course.  
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SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 
 
Sept. 5 (Wed):  Overview of course: Why study comparative politics? 

• Textbook, Chapter 1 
 

The State and Its Alternatives 
 
Sept. 10 (Mon): The State 

• Textbook, pp. 34-48 
 
Sept. 12 (Wed): Strong & Weak States 

• Textbook, pp. 48-60 
 
Sept. 17 (Mon): Alternatives to the State 

• Adam B. Ellick & Pir Zubair Shah. “Hard-Line Islam Fills Void in Pakistan's Flood Response.” New York 
Times August 6, 2010.   

• David Skarbek. 2011. “Governance and Prison Gangs.” American Political Science Review 105(4): 702-
16. 

 
Sept. 19 (Wed): States, Nations, & Citizenship 

• Textbook, pp. 102-115 
 

Authoritarian Regimes 
 
Sept. 24 (Mon): Authoritarian Regimes 

• Textbook, Chapter 8  
 
Sept. 26 (Wed): Authoritarian Consolidation & Survival 

• Textbook, pp. 74-87 
• Jennifer Gandhi. 2008. Political Institutions under Dictatorship. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Chapter 2 (“Three Illustrative Cases”), pp. 42-61. 
 

Oct. 1 (Mon): Islam & Democracy 
• Fareed Zakaria. 2004. “Islam, Democracy, and Constitutional Liberalism.” Political Science Journal 119 

(1): 1-20. 
 

Democratization and Democratic Regimes 
 
Oct. 3 (Wed):  

• Test #1 in class today 
 
Oct. 8 (Mon): Democracy 

• Textbook, pp. 69-73 
• Schmitter & Karl. 1991. “What Democracy Is…And Is Not.” Journal of Democracy 2 (3): 75-88. 

 
Oct. 10 (Wed): Comparing Democracies  

• Textbook, Chapters 5-6 
 
Oct. 15 (Mon): Democratization 

• Textbook, pp. 289-310 
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Oct. 17 (Wed): Is Democracy in Reversal? 

• Jay Ulfelder. 2011. “Daniel Ortega Shows Us How to Dismantle a Democracy, 21st Century Style.” Dart-
Throwing Chimp November 30. Available at: 
https://dartthrowingchimp.wordpress.com/2011/11/30/daniel-ortega-shows-us-how-to-dismantle-a-
democracy-21st-century-style/ 

• Timur Kuran & Dani Rodrik. 2018. “The Economic Costs of Erdogan.” Project Syndicate August 24. 
Available at: https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/how-erdogan-caused-turkey-collapse-by-
timur-kuran-and-dani-rodrik-2018-08 

• Kamil Marcinkiewicz & Mary Stegmaier. 2017. “Poland Appears to be Dismantling its Own Hard-Won 
Democracy.” Washington Post July 21. Available at: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-
cage/wp/2017/07/21/poland-appears-to-be-dismantling-its-own-hard-won-
democracy/?utm_term=.628499162fc7 

**NOTE: These items are on not on E-Reserves. Simply follow the links posted here to read the 
articles** 

 
Comparative Political Economy 

 
Oct. 22 (Mon): Public Policy & Welfare 

• Textbook, pp. 312-30, Chapter 12 
 
Oct. 24 (Wed): Economic Development  

• Textbook, Chapter 11 
 
Oct. 29 (Mon): Globalization 

• Textbook, pp. 330-346. 
 

Constitutional Simulation 
 

Oct. 31 (Wed):  
• Test #2 in class 

 
Nov. 5 (Mon): Simulation 

• Memo #1 due on D2L at the start of class 
 
Nov. 7 (Wed): Simulation 

• Memo #2 due on D2L at the start of class 
 
Nov. 12 (Mon): Simulation 

• Conclude simulation and course wrap-up 
• Take-Home Final Exam distributed in class today 

 
Nov. 19 (Mon) 

• Take-Home Final Exam due at 2:00 PM 
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