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RESEARCH ASSISTANT CONTRACTOR OPPORTUNITY 

Shared Equity Homeownership Project 

RELEASED: February 6, 2018 

 
Grounded Solutions Network is seeking to contract with a part-time research assistant to help conduct 
quantitative data analysis to evaluate the performance of shared equity homeownership programs. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Grounded Solutions Network is a national nonprofit membership organization of community land trusts, 
municipal housing programs, and nonprofits that support housing with lasting affordability. Our mission 
is to cultivate communities — equitable, inclusive and rich in opportunity — by advancing affordable 
housing solutions that last for generations. We conduct evidence-based research and champion policies 
and strategies that work. 

HomeKeeper is an app of Grounded Solutions Network designed to help a growing number of 
organizations manage affordable homeownership programs. A key characteristic of these programs is 
that they intend to create a balance between the individual’s interest in building wealth and the 
community’s interest in ensuring long-term affordability. Participating organizations contribute program 
data to the HomeKeeper National Data Hub as part of its initiative to improve sector-wide impact 
measurement and learning. Using the data from HomeKeeper National Data Hub, this research project 
will address the question of how shared equity homeownership models fare in promoting successful 
homeownership. Findings of this study will help understand whether these models achieve the goals of 
providing access to neighborhoods of opportunity, expanding homeownership for lower-income 
families, building personal wealth, and promoting residential choices across different housing market 
conditions. A better understanding of the benefits will help program providers and advocacy groups 
more effectively use these housing strategies to promote equitable and inclusive communities. 
Following the study, a working paper will be produced by the lead researcher from Grounded Solutions 
Network by the end of 2018. 

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE POSITION 

Our ideal research assistant has a passion/interest in social justice and is skilled in quantitative data 
analysis. We especially welcome graduate students who are early in a degree program and would like to 
use this study as the basis for a thesis or dissertation. 

The research assistant will work under the guidance of the lead researcher from Grounded Solutions 
Network to assist with this study. This is a remote position, meaning that the ability to communicate and 
collaborate remotely with the lead researcher is critical. As our data analyst, the Research Assistant 

https://groundedsolutions.org/
http://myhomekeeper.org/
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must perform well under deadlines and be detail-oriented. We expect the Assistant to work 20 hours 
per week between May and August, and 10 hours per week the rest of 2018. There is flexibility in 
working more or fewer hours at various times. The hourly rate ranges from $15 to $25, commensurate 
with skills and experience. Primary tasks may include: 

• Clean and analyze the data from HomeKeeper National Data Hub. 
• Create tables and figures for the working paper. 
• Review literature to help research design and build measurements. 
• Explore and analyze related datasets to be used as comparison group. 

 
III. QUALIFICATIONS 

• Strong data analysis skills. Familiarity in using at least one data processing software package 
such as Excel, Access, and R. 

• Experience with quantitative analytical methods. This person must have taken at least one 
graduate-level statistics course and be familiar with at least one common statistical 
software package, such as SPSS. 

• Ability to work remotely and communicate with the lead researcher seamlessly. 
• Graduate student in a social science program or recent graduate preferred. 
• Experience and familiarity with affordable housing policy and housing program financial 

analysis preferred. 
• Working knowledge of census data sets, such as American Community Survey and American 

Housing Survey preferred. 
• Working knowledge of spatial analysis using ArcGIS preferred. 

 
IV. HOW TO APPLY 

Please email vwang@groundedsolutions.org, with a single PDF or Word attachment that includes: 

1) a cover letter, which includes: 
a. How your interest, skills, and experience are applicable to this project;  
b. How this project relates to your professional objectives; 
c. When you can start this project and how many hours you can generally commit per week till 

the end of 2018; 
2) Resume/CV. 

Please include “Shared Equity Homeownership Research Assistant” in your subject line. Applications will 
be reviewed on a rolling basis. 

Interviews will be conducted in February, with an anticipated start date in early March. 

Questions are welcome! Direct inquiries or questions to Vince Wang (email: 
vwang@groundedsolutions.org; tel: 503-493-1000 ext. 21). 
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