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Welcome to the fall edition of DePaul Sociological Quarterly. As we finally 
settled into the ?New? new normal, the department goes into the holiday 
break with many exciting opportunities ahead. First however, take a minute 
and stop and get acquainted with our two terr ific Graduate Assistants Claire 
Reardon and Ellen Bloss, whose bios are featured inside. In addition, don?t 
miss the Q&A with recently retired veteran sociologist Roberta Garner and 
catch up with her latest intellectual endeavors. Looking forward, this winter 
we have two exciting graduate electives in the Sociology of Knowledge and the 
Sociology of Revolutions. This spring the department will be offering a new 
undergraduate course on ?Immigration and Crime: An International 
Perspective? with Professor Jose Soltero and a new study abroad class 
?Making Art and Seeing Society in Berlin? with Professor Greg Scott. 
Furthermore, look for a revival of the Sociology club and accompanying events 
this winter, as well as workshops where faculty will be sharing their latest 
research with students. Needless to say, there is much on the horizon to look 
forward to and a great time to be involved in the Sociology Department.
Have a safe and restful break!

NOTABLE DATES

Monday, January 2nd
Winter Quarter 2023 Begins!

Sunday, January 15 
Last day to drop WQ2023 classes 
with no penalty.

Fr iday, January 20th 
Sociology Bowling Night! Details to 
come.

Be sure to join our Discord channel 
to stay updated with more dates!

JOIN HERE:
discord.gg/hKvGJxUU

http://discord.gg/hKvGJxUU
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ALUMNI OF THE QUARTER
DR. DAVID FRANK

Q: What is a fond memory you have from DePaul?

A: For some reason I decided to take the ?Sociology of Wine? class, which was/is a 

three-hour evening class, and involved drinking 6 different kinds of wine. I believe the 

idea was that we were supposed take connoisseur- like sips to ascertain the flavors, 

smells, and other things that wine experts look for, but we were young and foolish and 

I (and probably most of us) just drank all six. The worst part is that half of the wines 

were red wines, and the other half were white, which, as I later learned, doesn?t really 

combine too well. I remember lots of sickly-sweet hungover headaches from that class 

and I?ve never drank wine since!

Q: What projects are you working on right now?

A: I am currently a Research Scientist at New York University where I am the lead 

investigator on a grant that examines the role of opioid withdrawal as a driver for 

r isk- involved behavior and as a reason why people seek out medication assisted 

treatments like MMT and buprenorphine maintenance.

Q:What is your favorite part about being in academia? Favorite part about sociology?

A:That I am able to have no boundaries between my work-life and life- in-general. And 

that I?m able to have a voice and engage with the issues I care about ? something I 

would not have guessed would happen fifteen years ago.

Q: Any advice for students?

A:Focus on something that you are passionate about. Be critical of science.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

FACEBOOK: DePaul Sociology

INSTAGRAM: @depaulsociology

LINKEDIN: SOC Department

DISCORD:  discord.gg/hKvGJxUU

ABOUT DAVID FRANK:

I began attending DePaul at age 25 
after having taken a few 
undergraduate classes at the 
University of Florida but having 
spent most of my time there 
playing in bands and having lots of 
fun. I remember when I started at 
DePaul being amazed that I was 
getting a second chance to go back 
to school now that I was ready to 
pursue my academic goals. I ended 
up getting my BA and MA at 
DePaul, both in sociology, and it 
was a fantastic, liberating 
experience.

http://discord.gg/hKvGJxUU


SENIOR CAPSTONE CONFERENCE
The Senior Capstone experience allows students to explore substantive areas of 
scholarship and creative works within their major. Students are given the opportunity to 
create knowledge within the context of the ideas, perspectives, and research of others in 
the discipline. The Capstone further provides students the opportunity to integrate and 
compare knowledge gained from their major with that which was learned in the domain 
area and core courses of the Liberal Studies Program. In this culminating experience, 
students create, under the mentorship of a faculty member, a final project of their own 
design. 

This fall, Dr. John Schlictman led the senior projects. John Schlictman is an Associate 
Professor at DePaul who is motivated by the potential of equitable, just, and productive 
community development. A primary goal in his scholarship is to tether our understanding 
of seemingly huge processes like globalization and gentrification to the street level.

FORMAL PRESENTATIONS:

Isha Sallah - Queering the Discourse: Heteronormativity and Consent
Jamie Lee Gilley - The Ontological Master Narratives and Sex & Gender Binaries: A Theoretical Framework for Future Inquiry
Alex Stone - Collective Identity, Gender & Music 

POSTER PRESENTATIONS:

Kemari Rimmer - The Issues of Transracial Adoption
Harry Stagaman - "It Was a perfect balance of Reality and Romance" The Methodology Behind "Good" Queer Representation
Nina Gsedl -  Sex Posititivy and Gender: How Our Sex Negative World Affects Women

                                                                                         Congratulations to all presenters! 

SOCIOLOGY SOCIAL

This year, the graduate students 
headed to Homeslice in Lincoln 
Park to enjoy pizza, games, and 
great conversation!

Join our Discord platform to be 
updated on sociology socials in the 
future!

JOIN HERE: discord.gg/hKvGJxUU
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MEET CLAIRE & ELLEN!  
Welcome everyone! My name is Claire (she/her) and I am a 
current second year graduate student. My research interests 
include social psychology, mental health, women and gender 
studies, women's movements, social media, social networks, 
protesting, and postmodern theory. My final project topic is 
TikTok and its relationship with body image for women ages 
18-19. My favorite classes so far have been SOC 412 with 
Professor Soltero where I worked with a data set of elderly 
people and their social media habits. Also, I?ve thoroughly 
enjoyed Professor Scotts film ethnography class where I have 
been studying protesters outside of the Planned Parenthood in 
Aurora (I highly recommend it!). So far, it has been amazing to 
get to know more faculty and students through the Graduate 
Assistantship. Come by and visit me and Ellen in 900 W Fullerton 
whenever you get a chance! 

GRADUATE ASSISTANT TUTORING OFFICE HOURS:

OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesdays noon to 5:00pm
Thursdays noon to 5:00pm

LOCATION: 900 W. Fullerton, Suite 1210

BOOK YOUR TUTORING APPOINTMENT:
calendly.com/soc-ga

Hi everyone! I?m Ellen (she/her), and I'm a second year Master?s 
student in the Sociology department and one of the Graduate 
Assistants this year along with Claire. My research interests are 
largely in economic sociology, specifically work, organizations 
and occupations. My MA research project is a discourse analysis 
on organizational management of worker productivity and worker 
attitudes towards productivity throughout the COVID pandemic. In 
addition to being a GA at DePaul, I also work at NORC at the 
University of Chicago as a Graduate Research Assistant on the 
National Social Life, Health and Aging Project, where I get to 
learn the ins & outs of managing a longitudinal sociological study 
by conducting literature reviews, use Stata for data analysis and 
other various projects. I?m excited to meet those of you who I 
haven?t met yet (looking at you, 1st years!) -  don?t hesitate to 
reach out and say hello!
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcalendly.com%2Fsoc-ga&data=05%7C01%7CRGAYSINA%40depaul.edu%7Cb8320ecd2b6545a2ac1c08da92874b9f%7C750d3a3f1f464da28a647605e75ea2f9%7C0%7C0%7C637983407026905072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zRzE6xohNU3WLjWWrF0hgiAMeBvksXzXq8ieufCLDCw%3D&reserved=0


DEPARTMENT NEWS
FACULTY FEATURE: DR. GREG SCOTT, GRADUATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Lost in the Living Room: Dispatches from Lockdown

"In the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, I was teaching SOC 413 ?Qualitative 
Methods.? At the time, I was thinking a lot about how Chicago?s ?shelter in place? (and 
lockdowns around the world) necessitated the absorption of previously public activities 
into private, domestic spaces. Things we used to do outside the home were making their 
way into our living spaces, and not always smoothly. Hundreds of millions of people 
around the world found themselves having to reconfigure their homes in an effort to 
assimilate the activities that they used to do elsewhere.Kitchens, bedrooms and living 
rooms in particular became more complicated spaces as the new terr itorial lines in the 
home set off areas for work, study, worship, exercise, leisure, sleep, eating and pursuing 
hobbies.

My curiosity led me to begin soliciting ?home tour? videos from people around the world. I 
recruited participants through ?gig websites' such as Fiverr and UpWork. The initial 
objective was straightforward: compile a video montage illustrating how humans across 
the world transformed their residential spaces while living in quarantine. Participants 
were asked to make a short video documenting how they changed their living spaces to 
accommodate the activities that were now finding a new home, in their home. In addition, 
they were asked to share how they felt about those changes. In response, I followed up 
with my own video in which I asked participants to elaborate on their feelings regarding 

objects and spaces shown in the tours. The original home tour videos and their responses to my follow-up video became the ?data set?. 
In organizing the content, I began to identify patterns of how people constructed their accounts and how they responded to domestic 
reconfiguring as a result of lockdown.

From these themes I began extracting stil l images from home tour videos, combining them thematically, layering the images into each 
other, and superimposing these thematically connected images over watercolor paintings that I made collaboratively through video 
exchanges. In making the paintings, I would ask participants to advise me on color, form, shape, brush stroke, consistency of the paint 
itself, use of negative space, etc., as I attempted to create a watercolor image that accurately reflected the theme For this installation at 
the San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, these multiple superimposed images and quotes from participants are placed together in a grid 
that invites reflection on our shared lived experiences of home during lockdown. Presented here, now, when much of the 
shelter- in-place restr ictions have been lifted worldwide, this installation functions as documentation of time in place, and perhaps a 
renewed opportunity to grieve again."

For more detail on the project:

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zj4UFioAG0&ab_channel=HaroldJ.MiossiArtGallery%2CCuestaCollege

 

STUDENT UPDATE

Sofia Torres, a first year graduate 
student says her favorite class this 
quarter has been SOC 402 with 
Professor Julie Artis. She says, 
"Her impeccable teaching style 
furthered (her) passion for 
quantitative methods". She also 
says that she has enjoyed making 
fr iendships in her different classes. 
Sofia hopes to continue bond court 
observations to understand how 
judges react to major legal 
disruptions. She hopes to get a PhD 
in sociology upon graduating. 
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
INTERVIEW WITH PROFESSOR ROBERTA GARNER

ABOUT ROBERTA: Roberta Garner joined DePaul in 1971-72, having completed the PhD at 
the University of Chicago in 1966. She says "the 1970's were years of great political 
turmoil? about the war in Vietnam and racial equity in the economy, education, and urban 
development. They were also key years for DePaul?s growth, so it was an exciting time to 
be here". She is celebrating over 50 years of being a part of DePaul's faculty. 

Q: What is your favorite aspect of being a part of the DePaul team?

A: The people, of course, the students, faculty, and staff!

Q: You've had many career highlights, would you mind sharing one of them?

A: One of the highlights has been learning from my students. I learned so much from 
them in my courses! (Maybe I?m the one who should have paid tuition? just kidding!) In the 
1970's, I learned about Chicago from them; it was stil l a city of neighborhoods and they 
shared lots of insights into those communities. Later, what I learned was more focused on 
youth cultures, high schools, consumer habits, new media, and so on.

Q: What has been your favorite class to teach and why?

A: I can?t single out just one class, because there are so many. One is definitely stats? stats has to be taught interactively, with a 
constant two-way flow of questions and conversation. People think it is suitable for an online class, but I think it is the hardest course to 
put online.  Of course, I l ike teaching theory. I really enjoy my Ancient Greece and Rome class; currently this topic is a political 
battleground? I like to think I taught it ?as a sociologist?? not in a partisan way, but helping students to understand the underlying 
social structure and to see the good sides and the bad sides. This winter I am going to teach SOC 202 Philosophy and Social Thought, 
which is a dialog between philosophers and the field of sociology on big topics like ?identity and belonging,? ?media and ideology,? 
?nature and technology,? and ?compliance vs. autonomy.? And a seminar I enjoyed but only taught once-- Crime and Culture? I had 
unusual students in it? two FBI agents, a US Wildlife anti-poaching officer, two men on the DePaul basketball team, and the wife of a 
Bear!

Q: Give us a one sentence piece of advice that you would give students (can be related to career, academics, or life in general)?

A: As sociologists? do no harm and enjoy your work? if you don?t enjoy your work, find something else.

Cheers to Roberta, one of the many beloved and distinguished faculty members at DePaul! 

STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES:
SURC: The Student Urban 
Research Corps is a research 
opportunity at DePaul in which 
students are paired up with local 
Chicago organizations to help with 
research projects. Apply on the 
Campus Job Board! 

NORC: NORC is hir ing for a 
Graduate Research Assistant in 
their Center for Equity Research. 
Apply on their website.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY:
Video Translation and Subtitling. 
Email gscott@depaul.edu for info.  
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WINTER QUARTER 
CLASSES:

405 - Contemporary Theory

411 - Social Research

471 - Sociology of Knowledge

495 - Special Topics in 
Sociology - Revolutions

Check out your Campus 
Connect for more course info!
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