
WRD Courses Autumn Quarter 2020 
 

Quick Reference 
 

Major Requirements 

WRD301: Writing in Workplace Contexts M W 2:40-4:10 Lincoln Park 
WRD306: Rhetorical Traditions T Th 2:40-4:10 Lincoln Park 
 

Minor Requirements 
WRD201: Digital Writing M W 1:00-2:30 Lincoln Park 
WRD206: Professional Writing ONLINE 
 

Arts and Literature Designated Courses 
WRD241: The Essay from Print to New Media ONLINE 
 

Junior Year Experiential Learning Courses 

WRD398: Internship in Writing and Rhetoric 
 

 

WRD201: Digital Writing 

Monday/Wednesday 1:00-2:30 Lincoln Park Campus 

Fulfills Minor Requirement. Major elective course. 
 
Instructor: Timothy Elliott  
Course Description: An introduction to the study and practice of reading, writing, and 
reposting in the digital age. Students will consider the ways arguments are structured across 
an array of social media platforms as well as audio and video content. The course will 
investigate students’ online communication habits and invite them to be more critical 
readers and users of the technologies and rhetorical practices that shape our digital lives. No 
prior digital production experience is necessary. Students will get instruction and hands-on 
practice with digital content creation tools. They will then apply their skills to produce 
persuasive digital texts for professional and civic audiences. 
 

WRD204: Technical Writing 

Monday/Wednesday 11:50-1:20 Loop Campus (Instructor: Jacob Friedman) 

Monday/Wednesday 1:30-3:00 Loop Campus (Instructor: Jacob Friedman) 

ONLINE (Instructor: Amy Hornat-Kaval) 

Major elective course. 
 
Course Description: In this course, students learn to communicate and interpret 
specialized information for readers’ practical use. The course highlights the action-



orientated goals of technical writing and the importance of accurately communicating 
information to users. The course provides an overview of key issues related to technical 
writing such as usability, audience analysis, designing pages and screens, effective 
collaboration with peers, interpreting and presenting data, and writing clearly and 
persuasively. Students learn to write, revise, and present common technical writing genres 
such as instructions, tutorials, manuals, reports, product/process descriptions, proposals, 
and oral presentations. 

 

WRD206: Professional Writing (ONLINE) 

Online 

Fulfills Minor Requirement. Major elective course. 
 

Instructor: Alan Ackmann 
Course Description: In this course, you will learn the fundamentals of professional 
writing, including audience analysis, genre norms, concise, action-oriented prose, and 
document design, with a special focus on how workplace writing differs from academic 
writing. Through assignments that ask you to explore the genres of professional writing, the 
course provides a solid foundation that you can build on as you develop specializations in 
your professional fields and prepare for work beyond school.  

 

WRD240: Argumentative Writing 

Monday/Wednesday 9:40-11:10 Lincoln Park Campus 

Major and minor elective course.  
 

Instructor: Monica Reyes 
Course Description: Students in this course will learn techniques for constructing 
argumentative writing, working with rhetorical methods of inventing and arranging written 
arguments. Students will examine different genres of argument, but the focus in the course 
will be on student production and revision. This course builds on and extends skills in 
argumentative writing that students gain in the first-year writing program. 
 

 

WRD241: The Essay from Print to New Media (ONLINE) 

Online 

Major and minor elective course. Arts and Literature designation (Liberal Studies 
domain credit for non-Majors) 
 

Instructor: Justin Staley 
Course Description:  You’ve been writing “essays” in school for as long as you can 
remember. Want to try something different that goes by the same name? In this class, we’ll 
explore the elasticity of this genre—from its origins in sixteenth-century alphabetic text to 
contemporary renditions in film, audio, and interactive media. With close attention to 
social, political, and historical contexts, we will consider how essayists work simultaneously 



within loose genre boundaries to meet aesthetic and persuasive (rhetorical) ends. By 
designing your own essays (the sort without “thesis statements”), which draw in part on 
elements of story, you’ll try on the skeptical, exploratory, and experimental authorial 
stance of the modern essayist, understanding the essay as both a work of art and a work of 
social action. 

 

WRD301: Writing in Workplace Contexts 

Monday/Wednesday 2:40-4:10 Lincoln Park Campus 

Fulfills Major Requirement. Minor elective course. 
 
Instructor: Timothy Elliott 
Course Description: In this major required course, students will enhance their skills as 
workplace writing practitioners and researchers with an eye towards their future careers. 
Throughout the class, students will practice various contemporary workplace writing 
genres, deploy workplace writing research methods, and read relevant workplace writing 
studies. For their major project, students will investigate writing at a workplace of their 
choice and write a series of documents reporting on their findings. In short, students will 
study workplace writing in order to develop a broader understanding of its many purposes, 
forms, and site-specific applications. 

 

WRD306: Rhetorical Traditions 

Tuesday/Thursday 2:40-4:10 Lincoln Park Campus 

Fulfills Major Requirement. Minor elective course. 
 
Instructor: Julie Bokser 
Course Description: In this course we’ll study key concepts of classical, Western 
rhetoric, while also interrogating the centrality of that tradition by examining alternatives 
and challenges. We’ll consider this range of rhetorical traditions with an aim to understand 
how rhetorical approaches change over time and across cultures, how to be ethical when 
trying to change other people’s minds, how to be aware of our own susceptibility to 
persuasion. The course will also enhance your historical knowledge, analytic approach to 
text, proficiency in college writing, and interactions in the wider world. 

 

WRD320: Topics in Professional Writing: Writing in Crisis Contexts 

Tuesday/Thursday 9:40-11:10 Lincoln Park Campus 
Major and minor elective course. 

 
Instructor: Alan Ackmann 
Course Description: Much professional writing has the illusion of being routine—an 
email to a colleague, a policy reminder memo, or a standardized proposal, for example. 
Occasionally, though, conflict or crisis driven circumstances make written communication 
anything but typical and raise the stakes to the point where ineffective writing has the 
potential to devastate an institution, just like effective writing could potentially save it. This 



class will focus on writing in such contexts. We will look at classic examples of crisis 
writing, such as Tylenol’s response to poisoned medicine or Monsanto’s management of 
their genetically modified product line, as well as contemporary examples such as the NFL’s 
handling of its recent concussion or domestic abuse scandals or the range of company 
responses to the COVID-19 pandemic. We’ll pursue three main goals: examining the 
specific circumstances surrounding a piece of crisis context writing, identifying the 
strategies writers employ in response, and evaluating whether these choices were 
successful. 
 

WRD361: Topics in Alternative Rhetorics: Feminist Rhetorics 

Monday/Wednesday 11:20-12:50 Lincoln Park Campus 
Major and minor elective course. 

 
Instructor: Monica Reyes 
Course Description: his course focuses on alternative rhetorics which critique and 
complicate standard/ classical rhetorical traditions that focus on persuasion and dominance 
through speaking/ writing. Specifically, we will engage with scholars who align with 
Feminist Rhetorics and study how a person's story (and how their story is told) is best 
understood by connecting it to the small and wide contexts with which s/he interacts. This 
kind of reading and writing helps us stay away from simplifying someone’s life choices and 
narratives. We will read and write about a few diverse and major 20th and 21st century 
contributions women have made to the field of rhetoric and writing studies. After a 
Feminist Rhetorics foundations introduction (Foss and Griffin; Ratcliffe; hooks), we will 
move toward feminist ecological approaches to rhetoric (Ryan, Myers, and Jones; 
Reynolds), and we will build gradually to transnational rhetorical feminism (Dingo; 
Hesford) and finally Chicana feminisms (Anzaldúa; Ríos; Zepeda). This organization of 
readings will help us progressively examine how the real and imagined situations people 
inhabit allow them to make meaning and be understood. 

 

 

WRD 398: Internship 

Arranged 

Major and Minor elective course. Junior Year Experiential Learning designation 
(Liberal Studies) 
 

Course Description: Ready for a challenge? Take your writing into the workplace. 
Doing an internship can help you explore career options, build your professional portfolio, 
and give you a head start in a job search. This independent study course will help you 
explore the connections between WRD and the world by examining the relationship 
between your WRD courses and the rhetorical challenges you encounter as a professional 
writer. Coursework will ask you to document your internship experience, analyze your 
writing, expand your professional network, and create a portfolio that will communicate 
the value of your internship experience to a professional audience. Any internship 



opportunity that coincides with your role as a WRD major or Professional Writing minor is 
eligible to be coordinated for course credit with WRD 398, Internship. If you’re interested 
in looking ahead to a Spring Quarter internship, arrange a meeting with Professor Ceraso 
aceraso@depaul.edu.  

 

 

mailto:aceraso@depaul.edu



