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Message FROM 
DIRECTOR
I n  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a  ( C B D )  c e l e b r a t e d  i t s  3 0 t h
a n n i v e r s a r y  a t  D e P a u l .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  s p e n t  s ome  t i m e  t h i s  y e a r  l o o k i n g
b a c kw a r d  i n  t i m e  a n d  r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  a r c h i v e s .  W e  u n c o v e r e d  t h e  p r o f o u n d
i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  C e n t e r :  o n  em b o d y i n g  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n ’ s  m i s s i o n  a n d  p r o v i d i n g
s p a c e s  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  w o r k  o n  t h e  p e o p l e s ,  c u l t u r e s ,  m o v eme n t s ,  a n d  i d e a s
o f  p e o p l e s  o f  A f r i c a n  d e s c e n t  w o r l d w i d e .

T h i s  y e a r  t h e  o n s l a u g h t  a g a i n s t  B l a c k  S t u d i e s ,  C r i t i c a l  R a c e  T h e o r y ,  a n d
G e n d e r  a n d  S e x u a l i t y  S t u d i e s  h a v e  b e e n  c o d i f i e d  i n t o  l a w  i n  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s .
S ome  o f  o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  c e r t a i n  s t a t e s ,  w h o  a r e  i n v e s t e d  i n  t e a c h i n g
d i v e r s e  c o l l e g e  c u r r i c u l a  o n  r a c e ,  s e x u a l i t y ,  a n d  g e n d e r ,  h a v e  b e e n  s e r i o u s l y
i m p a c t e d  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  b a n s .  T h i s  r em i n d s  u s  h ow  c r u c i a l  i t  i s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e
i n  t e l l i n g  o u r  ow n  h i s t o r y  a n d  s t o r i e s .  O u r  i n i t i a t i v e s  t h i s  y e a r  f o c u s e d  o n
t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  p ow e r  o f  B l a c k  S t u d i e s  a n d  o n  t h e  “ R i g h t  t o  S t o r y ”  i n  t h i s
a g e  o f  b a n n e d  b o o k s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  l o o k e d  b a c kw a r d  w i t h  a n  e y e  t o  o u r
p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e .  W e  f o c u s e d  o n  h ow  B l a c k  w r i t e r s ,  a c t i v i s t s ,  s c h o l a r s ,
a n d  c ommu n i t y  h e a l e r s  h a v e  p o s i t i v e l y  i m p a c t e d  B l a c k  S t u d i e s  a n d  B l a c k
c ommu n i t i e s  a n d  h ow  t h e y  h a v e  e n g a g e d  w i t h  t h e  l e s s o n s  t h e y  o f f e r  u s  f o r
m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  d e s p i t e  t h e  c u r r e n t  a s s a u l t s  a g a i n s t  B l a c k  S t u d i e s  a n d  B l a c k
l i v e s .

T o  c e l e b r a t e  C B D ’ s  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a t  D e P a u l ,  w e  c u r a t e d  a  p h o t o  a n d
d o c ume n t  e x h i b i t i o n  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  a c a d em i c  y e a r  s h ow c a s i n g  t h i s  h i s t o r y .
T h e  e x h i b i t i o n  f e a t u r e d  f o u n d i n g  d o c ume n t s  a n d  a  h o s t  o f  o t h e r  p h o t o g r a p h s
a n d  d o c ume n t a r y  e v i d e n c e  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  C e n t e r ’ s  r i c h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r y ,
t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i t  h a s  h a d  w i t h  s o  m a n y
u n i t s  a c r o s s  t h i s  u n i v e r s i t y .  E a c h  o f  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h i c  i m a g e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
e x h i b i t  w a s  f o r e g r o u n d e d  b y  n ew s p a p e r  c l i p p i n g s  u s e d  t o  s ym b o l i c a l l y
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  s t e a d f a s t ,  c o n t i n u e d ,  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  c r e a t i v e
w o r k  a n d  c ommu n i t y  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  t h e  C e n t e r  h a s  f o s t e r e d  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s
d e s p i t e  s ome t i m e s  h o s t i l e  l o c a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  c l i m a t e s .
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Message FROM DIRECTOR

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  m a d e  t h e  3 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y
e x h i b i t i o n  p o s s i b l e .  T h e  j o u r n e y  s t a r t e d  i n  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3  w i t h  J e n n i f e r  O gw um i k e  a n d
J e s s i c a  W i l l i am s  w h o  b e g a n  d e s i g n i n g  w h a t  b e c ame  p a r t  o f  o u r  3 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y
w a t e rm a r k  a n d  w h o  r e s e a r c h e d  a n d  b e g a n  c omp i l i n g  t h e  3 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  b o o k l e t
w h i c h  d o c ume n t s  t h e  C e n t e r ’ s  A n n u a l  R e p o r t s  s i n c e  1 9 9 5 .

I ’ d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  J e n n i f e r  G a r d n e r ,  C B D ’ s  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r ,  M i y a  J e f f e r s o n ,
C B D ’ s  C o n t e n t  D e v e l o pme n t  a n d  M a r k e t i n g  A s s i s t a n t ,  A r i a n n a  O ’ D o n o h u e ,  C B D ’ s
a r c h i v i s t  s t u d e n t  a s s i s t a n t  f o r  s umme r  2 0 2 3 ,  a n d  D r .  L o r i  P i e r c e ,  A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r
f o r  A f r i c a n  a n d  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a  S t u d i e s ,  f o r  a l l  t h e  w o r k  t h e y  d i d  t o  m a k e  t h i s
e x h i b i t  p o s s i b l e .

T h a n k s  t o  K r i s t e n  L a n s d ow n ,  w h o  c o n n e c t e d  u s  t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  a n d  m a d e
s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  h ow  w e  c o u l d  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c e n t e r s  w o r k  i s  a r c h i v e d .  T h a n k s
t o  M o r g e n  M a c I n t o s h  H o d g e t t s ,  M a r g a r e t  G r um e r e t z ,  a n d  E l e n o r  M o l l m a n  i n  t h e
R i c h a r d s o n  l i b r a r y  a r c h i v e s  f o r  t h e i r  t r em e n d o u s  w o r k  i n  m a k i n g  s u r e  t h a t  t h e y
c a p t u r e d  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  d o c ume n t s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  a t
D e P a u l .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  t h e y  h a v e  c r e a t e d  a  g u i d e  t h a t  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n l i n e  s o
t h a t  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e s e a r c h  t h e  r i c h  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  f r om  i t s  f o u n d i n g
t o  p r e s e n t  d a y ,  y o u  c a n  a c c e s s  d o c ume n t s  t h a t  w i l l  d i r e c t  y o u  t o  t h e  c o r r e c t
r e s o u r c e s .  H e r e  i s  a  l i n k  t o  t h e  a r c h i v e :
h t t p s : / / a r c h i v e s . d e p a u l . e d u / r e p o s i t o r i e s / 2 / r e s o u r c e s / 2 4 9

T h i s  y e a r  w e  a c c omp l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  s u c c e s s f u l  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  c r e a t e d  d e v e l o pme n t
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  D e P a u l  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t u d e n t s .  F o r  a  t h i r d  y e a r ,  a s  C e n t e r  D i r e c t o r ,
I  c o - d i r e c t e d  t h e  S o c i a l  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  ( S T R C ) ,  w h i c h  i s
s u p p o r t e d  b y  a  M e l l o n  F o u n d a t i o n  g r a n t .  T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  p r o v i d e s  f e l l o w s h i p s  a n d
d e v e l o pme n t a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  u n d e r g r a d u a t e s  a n d  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s ,
f a c u l t y ,  a n d  t h e  l a r g e r  c ommu n i t y  e x p l o r e  p r e s s i n g  i s s u e s  a n d  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o
t h e  h i s t o r i e s  a n d  c u l t u r e s  o f  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r ,  b o t h  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  a r o u n d
t h e  w o r l d .

Y ea r  T h r e e  Ou t c ome s  f o r  t h e  S T RC :
F a c u l t y  F e l l o w s h i p s
T h r e e  D e P a u l  f a c u l t y  w e r e  aw a r d e d  a  s i x -m o n t h  F a c u l t y  P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o pme n t
F e l l o w s h i p .  T h e y  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :
D r .  K a l y a n i  M e n o n ,  R e l i g i o u s  S t u d i e s ,  “ M a k i n g  H i n d u s  R i g h t :  H i n d u  S u p r em a c y  i n  t h e
D i a s p o r a ”
D r .  S a n j u k t a  M u k h e r j e e ,  Wome n  a n d  G e n d e r  S t u d i e s ,  “ P e d a g o g i e s  o f  c a r e :  A n  o r a l
h i s t o r y  o f  s e r v i c e  w o r k e r s  a t  D e P a u l  U n i v e r s i t y ”
D r .  C a r o l i n a  S t e r n b e r g ,  L a t i n  Ame r i c a n  a n d  L a t i n o  S t u d i e s ,  “ I n c l u s i v e n e s s  a n d  E q u i t y
i n  C h i c a g o ?  A n  A n a l y s i s  o f  L o r i  L i g h t f o o t ’ s  a n d  B r a n d o n  J o h n s o n ’ s  R h e t o r i c  a n d
P o l i c i e s ”
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U n d e r g r a d u a t e  F e l l o w s h i p s
S i x  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  f e l l o w s  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  L i b e r a l  A r t s  a n d  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s
r e c e i v e d  $ 5 , 0 0 0  i n  s t i p e n d  a n d  a  t u i t i o n  f r e e  s umme r  c o u r s e  t o  s t u d y
r e s e a r c h  m e t h o d s  a n d  c omp l e t e  a n  o r i g i n a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s
t o  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s :
1 .  A b i g a i l  F l o r e s
M a j o r :  E n g l i s h  w i t h  a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  L i t e r a t u r e
M i n o r :  L a t i n  Ame r i c a n  a n d  L a t i n o  S t u d i e s
2 .  N a om i  L o v e
Ma j o r :  P e a c e ,  J u s t i c e ,  a n d  C o n f l i c t  S t u d i e s
M i n o r s :  A f r i c a n  a n d  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a  S t u d i e s  a n d  S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  a n d  E d u c a t i o n
3 .  G e n e v i e v e  M u d e r hw a
Ma j o r :  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t u d i e s
4 .  C h r i s t i n a  S i f r i
M a j o r :  S o c i o l o g y
M i n o r :  A r t
5 .  J o s e p h  T e n n a n t
M a j o r :  P h i l o s o p h y
M i n o r s :  R e l i g i o u s  S t u d i e s  a n d  P u b l i c  P o l i c y
6 .  J o  T r a s ow e c h
Ma j o r :  C r i m i n o l o g y  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t u d i e s

* T h a n k s  t o  D r .  C h e r n o h  S e s a y ,  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  i n  R e l i g i o u s  S t u d i e s  a n d
a  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3  S T R C  F a c u l t y  F e l l o w ,  w h o  t a u g h t  I S P  3 9 8 ,  a  2 0 2 4  S umme r
r e s e a r c h  m e t h o d s  c o u r s e ,  a n d  w h o  w i l l  m e n t o r  s t u d e n t s  t h r o u g h  t o
c omp l e t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r o j e c t s  i n  f a l l  2 0 2 4 .

F o u r  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  L i b e r a l  A r t s  a n d  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s
r e c e i v e d  $ 6 , 0 0 0  i n  s t i p e n d  t o  c omp l e t e  a n  o r i g i n a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .
T h e  2 0 2 4  G r a d u a t e  f e l l o w  r e c i p i e n t s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :
1 )  S o p h i a  B u r n s ,  M . A .  S u s t a i n a b l e  U r b a n  D e v e l o pme n t
2 )  C l a u d i a  C i s n e r o s  M e n d e z ,  M , A .  Wome n ' s  a n d  G e n d e r  S t u d i e s
3 )  S am i r a  K a s s em ,  M . A .  S u s t a i n a b l e  U r b a n  D e v e l o pme n t
4 )  E l i z a b e t h  Wa l l a c e ,  M . A .  S p a n i s h
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2 0 2 4  S umme r  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  N ew  S t u d e n t s
O u t c ome s  f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t e  i n c l u d e :
1 )  Tw o  l e a d  f a c u l t y  t o  t e a c h  a t  t h e  S T R C  S umme r  I n s t i t u t e :  D r .  B i l l y  J o h n s o n
G o n z a l e z ,  C o - d i r e c t o r  S T R C ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  L a t i n o  R e s e a r c h ,  a n d
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  E n g l i s h ;  a n d  D r .  J u l i e  E  M o o d y - F r e ema n ,  C o - d i r e c t o r
S T R C ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a ,  a n d  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f
A f r i c a n  a n d  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a  S t u d i e s .
2 )  O n l i n e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e s s i o n s  f o r  u n d e r g r a d s  a n d  t r a n s f e r  s t u d e n t s .
3 )  S e l e c t e d  t w e n t y - t w o  i n c om i n g  F r e s hm e n  a n d  T r a n s f e r  s t u d e n t s  o u t  o f  o v e r
1 2 0  a p p l i c a n t s .
4 )  C o o r d i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  S T R C  a n d  D e P a u l ’ s  A dm i s s i o n s  O f f i c e  t o  c r e a t e  t h e
S umme r  I n s t i t u t e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  e f f o r t s  t o  r e c r u i t  s t u d e n t s .
4 )  D e v e l o p e d  f o u r  “ G e t t i n g  t o  K n ow  D e P a u l ”  p a n e l s  t o  a c q u a i n t  s t u d e n t s  w i t h
i m p o r t a n t  S t u d e n t  A f f a i r s  a n d  A c a d em i c  A f f a i r s  o f f i c e s  a t  D e P a u l .
5 )  H i r e d  S umme r  I n s t i t u t e  s u p p o r t  s t a f f :  O v e r n i g h t  P e e r  L e a d e r s  ( 1 ) ,  D a y t i m e
P e e r  L e a d e r s  ( 1 ) ,  P e e r  M e n t o r s  ( 3 )  t o  a s s i s t  u s  w i t h  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  s c h e d u l e d
f o r  7 - 2 1 - 2 4  t o  7 - 2 6 - 2 4 .

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3  S T R C  H y b r i d  A n n u a l  S ym p o s i um
U n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  C o l l a b o r a t i v e ,  t h e
C e n t e r  f o r  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  r i c h  t r a d i t i o n  o f  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h
o t h e r  u n i t s  ( A f r i c a n  a n d  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a  S t u d i e s ,  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  L a t i n o
R e s e a r c h ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  L a t i n  Ame r i c a n  a n d  L a t i n o  S t u d i e s ,  C r i t i c a l
E t h n i c  S t u d i e s ,  G l o b a l  A s i a n  S t u d i e s ,  a n d  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  L A S  D e a n ’ s  O f f i c e )
t o  a d d r e s s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  b a n s  o n  B l a c k  S t u d i e s ,  C r i t i c a l  R a c e  T h e o r y ,
a n d  G e n d e r  a n d  S e x u a l i t y  S t u d i e s .  O n  O c t o b e r  1 9 ,  2 0 2 3 ,  w e  h o s t e d  a
s ymp o s i um  t i t l e d  “ T h e  R i g h t  t o  S t o r y :  R a c e ,  G e n d e r ,  a n d  S e x u a l i t y  i n  a n  A g e
o f  B a n n e d  B o o k s . ”

D e P a u l  P r o v o s t  D r .  S a l m a  G h a n em ,  D r .  M a r g a r e t  S t o r e y ,  A s s o c i a t e  D e a n  o f
t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  L i b e r a l  A r t s  a n d  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s ,  a n d  D r .  V a l e r i e  J o h n s o n ,
A s s o c i a t e  P r o v o s t  f o r  D i v e r s i t y ,  E q u i t y ,  a n d  I n c l u s i o n  p r o v i d e d  r em a r k s  t o  a l l
g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  s ym p o s i um .  T h e  f e a t u r e d  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r  w a s  D r .  R o d e r i c k
F e r g u s o n ,  P r o f e s s o r  i n  Wome n ' s ,  G e n d e r ,  a n d  S e x u a l i t y  S t u d i e s  a t  Y a l e
U n i v e r s i t y  w h o  p r e s e n t e d  o n  ' " E n t e r  T h o u  i n t o  T h i s  C omp a n y ' :  T h e  I m p e r i l e d
M y s t e r i e s  o f  C r i t i c a l  L i t e r a c i e s . "
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S T R C  P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o pme n t  O p p o r t u n i t i e s
E a c h  P o s t  D o c  f e l l o w  w a s  p a i r e d  w i t h  a  f a c u l t y  m e n t o r  w h o  m e t  b i - w e e k l y  w i t h
t h em .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  o f f e r e d  t w o  d e v e l o pme n t a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  f e l l o w s :  a  C V
a n d  c o v e r  l e t t e r  w o r k s h o p  a n d  a  w o r k s h o p  o n  p u b l i s h i n g .  T h a n k s  t o  D r .
S ymo n e  J o h n s o n ,  A f r i c a n  a n d  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a  S t u d i e s ,  D r .  Y o a l l i  A g u i l e r a
M a r t i n e z ,  L a t i n  Ame r i c a n  a n d  L a t i n o  S t u d i e s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  D r .  L o u r d e s  T o r r e s ,
L a t i n  Ame r i c a n  a n d  L a t i n o  S t u d i e s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  D r .  B i l l y  J o h n s o n  G o n z a l e z ,
E n g l i s h .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  S o c i a l  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  C o l l a b o r a t i v e ,  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r
B l a c k  D i a s p o r a  p r o d u c e d  o t h e r  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  p r o g r amm i n g  f o r  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4 .  T h i s
i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

J e n n i f e r  G a r d n e r ,  C B D ’ s  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r ,  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  h o s t e d  a n  e v e n i n g  o f
C N T R ’ D :  T h e  R e n a i s s a n c e ,  a  p e r f o r m a n c e  l e c t u r e  w i t h  a r t i s t  M a n i  J u r d a n .  M a n i
J u r d a n  i s  a  J am a i c a n  em c e e  b o r n  a n d  r a i s e d  o n  t h e  We s t  a n d  S o u t h  s i d e s  o f
C h i c a g o .  M a n i  i s  k n ow n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r t i s t  c ommu n i t y  t o  b e  a  s t o r y t e l l e r  o f
h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  g r ow i n g  u p  i n  e n v i r o nm e n t s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h e
g r ow t h  o f  y o u n g  B l a c k  a n d  B r ow n  c h i l d r e n .  F o r  h a l f  o f  a  d e c a d e ,  M a n i  h a s
f a c i l i t a t e d  a  s p a c e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  c r e a t e  a n d  e x p r e s s  t h em s e l v e s  w i t h  h i s  “ H i p -
H o p  C l u b ”  p r o g r am ,  t e a c h i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e
e n g a g eme n t  o f  y o u t h  t h r o u g h  w r i t i n g  a n d  c r e a t i v e  w o r k s h o p s  t o  s e t  t h e
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  e n r i c hm e n t  l e a r n i n g .

T h e  s ym p o s i um  a l s o  f e a t u r e d  a n  A r t i s t s  a n d  W r i t e r s  R o u n d t a b l e  w i t h  D a r i u s
D e n n i s ,  V i s u a l  A r t i s t ,  V a s h o n  J o r d a n ,  J r . ,  V i s u a l  A r t i s t ,  D i a n a  S o l i s ,  P h o t o g r a p h e r
a n d  M u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  A r t i s t ,  a n d  M a g g i e  T o k u d a - H a l l ,  A u t h o r .  T h i s  r o u n d t a b l e
w a s  mo d e r a t e d  b y  D r .  B i l l y  J o h n s o n  G o n z a l e z ,  E n g l i s h .  D r .  Amo r  K o h l i ,  C h a i r ,
A f r i c a n  a n d  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a  S t u d i e s ,  D e P a u l  U n i v e r s i t y  m o d e r a t e d  a  p a n e l
f e a t u r i n g  o u r  2 0 2 2  a n d  2 0 2 3  F a c u l t y  F e l l o w s :  D r .  S u s a n a  M a r t i n e z ,  M o d e r n
L a n g u a g e s ,  w h o  p r e s e n t e d  o n  " C om i n g  o f  A g e ( n c y )  o n  t h e  M i g r a n t  T r a i l :  C e n t r a l
Am e r i c a n  a n d  M e x i c a n  A d o l e s c e n t  J o u r n e y s  i n  C o n t em p o r a r y  Y o u n g  A d u l t
L i t e r a t u r e " ,  D r .  C h e r n o h  S e s a y ,  J r . ,  R e l i g i o u s  S t u d i e s ,  w h o  p r e s e n t e d  o n  " B l a c k
B o s t o n  a n d  t h e  M a k i n g  o f  A f r i c a n  Ame r i c a n  F r e ema s o n r y :  L e a d e r s h i p ,  R e l i g i o n ,
a n d  F r a t e r n a l i s m  i n  E a r l y  Am e r i c a , ”  a n d  D r .  L o u r d e s  T o r r e s ,  L a t i n  Ame r i c a n  a n d
L a t i n o  S t u d i e s ,  w h o  p r e s e n t e d  o n  " T ow a r d  a  H i s t o r y  o f  L L E GO . "  A d d i t i o n a l
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d :  a  p a n e l  w i t h  t h e  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3  S T R C  g r a d u a t e  f e l l o w s ,  a
p a n e l  f e a t u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 2  S T R C  S umme r  I n s t i t u t e  S t u d e n t s ,  a n d  a  p o s t e r
p r e s e n t a t i o n  b y  t h e  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3  S T R C  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  f e l l o w s .
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T h e  C e n t e r  h o s t e d  K a r e n  M .  R o s e ,  M a s t e r  H e r b a l i s t  a n d  ow n e r  o f  S a c r e d
V i b e s  A p o t h e c a r y  i n  B r o o k l y n ,  N ew  Y o r k .  I n  h e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  “ O y a
S p e a k s , ”  R o s e  p r e s e n t e d  o n  S p i r i t u a l  H e r b a l i s m  a n d  o n  O r i s h a s  l i k e  O y a .
T h i s  t a l k  a d d r e s s e d  R o s e ’ s  u p b r i n g i n g  i n  G u y a n a ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f
S p i r i t u a l  H e r b a l i s m  i n  B l a c k  c ommu n i t i e s ,  a n d  h ow  c ommu n i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e
A f r i c a n  D i a s p o r a  c a n  t r a n s f o r m  a n d  h e a l  t h r o u g h  a n c e s t r a l  m e d i c i n e .  Y i r s e r
R a  H o t e p  p r e s e n t e d  o n  “ S e l f - L o v e  u s i n g  K eme t i c  Y o g a . ”  I n  h i s  t a l k ,  h e
d e f i n e d  K eme t i c  Y o g a  a n d  t r a c e d  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  r o o t s .  H e  a l s o  s h a r e d  w i t h
a t t e n d e e s  t h e  b a s i c  p o s e s  a n d  b r e a t h i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  t h a t
c a n  b e  u s e d  i n  t i m e s  o f  s t r e s s  a n d  t r a uma

D r .  S t e p h a n i e  Y .  E v a n s ’  t a l k ,  “ P ow e r f u l  L e a d e r s h i p  a n d  R a d i c a l  S e l f - L o v e , ”
d i s c u s s e d  i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e s  i n  A f r i c a n  Ame r i c a n  h i s t o r y  w h o
g r o u n d e d  t h em s e l v e s  i n  r a d i c a l  h e a l i n g .  H e r  t a l k  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  h e a l i n g
p r a c t i c e s  em p l o y e d  b y  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e s  d u r i n g  t h e  mo s t  g r u e s ome ,  v i o l e n t
m ome n t s  i n  h i s t o r y .  D r .  S t e p h a n i e  Y .  E v a n s  i s  a  P r o f e s s o r  o f  B l a c k
Wome n ’ s  S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Wome n ’ s ,  G e n d e r  a n d  S e x u a l i t y
S t u d i e s  ( WG S S ) ,  a n d  s h e  i s  a n  A f f i l i a t e  F a c u l t y  o f  A f r i c a n a  S t u d i e s  ( A A S )  a t
G e o r g i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  D r .  R o b i n  M i t c h e l l ’ s  t a l k  “ H e a l i n g  u s ”  s h a r e d  h e r
p a s t  a n d  c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  o n  B l a c k  w ome n  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e
F r a n c o p h o n e  w o r l d .  D r .  M i t c h e l l  i s  a n  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  E u r o p e a n
H i s t o r y  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  B u f f a l o .  S h e  i s  a
1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  F r e n c h  h i s t o r i a n ,  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  d i s c o u r s e s  a b o u t  r a c e ,
g e n d e r ,  a n d  s e x u a l i t y .

T h e  C e n t e r  a l s o  h o s t e d  a  p a n e l  o n  “ R a c i a l  J u s t i c e  a n d  t h e  L e g a c y  o f
D e s e g r e g a t i n g  S c h o o l s  w i t h  t h e  M c D o n o u g h  T h r e e . ”  D r .  A l i c i a  F o n t n e t t e ,
A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  A f r i c a n a  S t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  D e l aw a r e ,
m o d e r a t e d  a  p a n e l  w i t h  L e o n a  T a t e ,  G a i l  E t i e n n e ,  a n d  T e s s i e  P r e v o s t  w h o
d e s e g r e g a t e d  M c D o n o g h  1 9  E l em e n t a r y  S c h o o l  o n  N o v emb e r  1 4 ,  1 9 6 0 .
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T h i s  s p r i n g  I  b e g a n  t o  r e s e a r c h  a n d  r e c o r d  e p i s o d e s  f o r  S e a s o n  f o u r  o f  t h e
B l a c k  R oma n c e  P o d c a s t ,  w h i c h  i s  a n  o n g o i n g  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t  a b o u t  B l a c k
r oma n c e  p u b l i s h i n g .  T h e  B l a c k  R oma n c e  P o d c a s t  i s  a  p u b l i c  h i s t o r y
s c h o l a r s h i p  p r o j e c t ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  A p p l e ,  S p o t i f y ,  a n d  o t h e r  p o d c a s t
p l a t f o r m s .  I  a n d  D r .  C a r o l e  C V  B e l l ,  t h i s  s e a s o n ’ s  c o - h o s t ,  d e v e l o p e d ,  t a p e d ,
a n d  w i l l  r e l e a s e  n i n e  e p i s o d e s  b e t w e e n  J u n e  a n d  S e p t em b e r  2 0 2 4 .  P o d c a s t
e p i s o d e s  c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  o n  A p p l e  p o d c a s t  a t
h t t p s : / / p o d c a s t s . a p p l e . c om / u s / p o d c a s t / b l a c k - r om a n c e - p o d c a s t / i d 1 5 2 8 2 6 6 2 7 9
a n d  o n  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a ’ s  w e b s i t e  a t
h t t p s : / / l a s . d e p a u l . e d u / c e n t e r s - a n d - i n s t i t u t e s / c e n t e r - f o r - b l a c k - d i a s p o r a / s e r i e s -
a n d - e v e n t s / b l a c k - r om a n c e - p o d c a s t / P a g e s / d e f a u l t . a s p x .

L o v e  a n d  L i g h t  t o  a l l !

W a l k  G o o d ,
J u l i e  E .  M o o d y - F r e ema n ,  P h . D .
D i r e c t o r ,  C e n t e r  f o r  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a  ( C B D )
C o - d i r e c t o r ,  S o c i a l  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  ( S T R C )
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A f r i c a n  a n d  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a  S t u d i e s

J e n n i f e r  G a r d n e r ,  C B D ’ s  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r ,  w r o t e  a  p r o p o s a l  a n d  w a s  aw a r d e d
a  V i n c e n t i a n  F e l l o w s h i p  g r a n t  t o  t a k e  D e P a u l  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l
f o r  B l a c k  S t u d i e s ’  4 8 t h  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  S a n  J o s e ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  O n  M a r c h
7 t h ,  2 0 2 4 ,  J e n n i f e r  m o d e r a t e d  a  p a n e l  o f  t h r e e  D e P a u l  s c h o l a r s .  W h i t l e y
B a g g e t t ’ s  p a p e r ,  “ B l a c k  I d e n t i t y  &  C o l o n i z e d  M i n d s ”  o p e n e d  t h e  p a n e l  b y
e x am i n i n g  B l a c k  i d e n t i t y  a n d  c o l o n i z e d  m i n d s  a s  a  s u b j e c t  t h a t  B l a c k  p e o p l e
c o n t i n u e  t o  s t r u g g l e  w i t h .  S h e  a r g u e d  t h a t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h i s  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  a n y
P a n - A f r i c a n  e f f o r t s  t h a t  s e e k  t o  am e l i o r a t e  B l a c k  p e o p l e ’ s  c o n d i t i o n .  H e r  p a p e r
e n c o u r a g e d  B l a c k  p e o p l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  o u t s i d e  t h e  g a z e  o f  w h i t e
s u p r em a c y .  D a n i e l l e  C h a t  N i c k a f ’ s  e s s a y ,  “ T a k i n g  t o  t h e  S t r e e t s  f o r  G o o d :  A n
A f r i c a n  O r g a n i z a t i o n  B u i l d s  H uma n  C a p i t a l  R e s i l i e n c e  A c r o s s  t h e  C o n t i n e n t , ”
e x p l o r e d  h ow  t h e  S u b - S a h a r a n  A f r i c a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  S t r e e t  B u s i n e s s  S c h o o l ,
a d d r e s s e s  p o v e r t y  t h r o u g h  emp owe r i n g  w ome n .  S ama r a  Sm i t h ,  t h e  f i n a l
p a n e l i s t ,  p r e s e n t e d  o n  “ D i s r u p t i n g  t h e  G e n d e r  S c r i p t :  H ow  B e y o n c e ’ s
‘ L emo n a d e ’  R e i m a g i n e s  a  B l a c k  Q u e e r  F em i n i n e . ”  I n  t h i s  t a l k ,  s h e  d i s c u s s e d
h ow  B e y o n c e ’ s  L emo n a d e  d r aw s  c o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  p o p u l a r i z e d  A f r i c a n
Ame r i c a n  c u l t u r e ,  H a i t i a n  s p i r i t u a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  B l a c k  F em i n i s t  t h e o r y .  S h e
i l l u s t r a t e d  h ow  f o r m s  o f  t h e  H a i t i a n  V o d o u  Lw a  E z i l i  a p p e a r  v i s u a l l y  i n
L emo n a d e  t o  p r o b l em a t i z e  f em i n i n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n s .
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The Center for Black Diaspora
supports the production of
scholastic, collaborative, cultural and
creative work related to the
experiences of peoples of African
descent worldwide.

The Center provides space for
scholars from diverse disciplines to
share their expressive and
intellectual work and also to critically
examine issues. We encourage the
study of the Black diaspora, as well
as comparative perspectives to
illuminate the particular experiences
of African people both on the
continent and in the diaspora.
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CENTER
Julie Moody-
Freeman, PhD
D i r e c t o r

Jennifer P.
Gardner, M. A.

A S S I S T A N T
D i r e c t o r
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S T A F F
Aliyah Philip

d e p a r t m e n t
A S S I S T A N T

Miya Jefferson
C o n t e n t
D e v e l o p m e n t
&  M a r k e t i n g
A s s i s t a n t
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Shiera el Malik, PhD.  
Associate Professor
International Studies

Dexter Zollicoffer
Diversity Advisor

DePaul Theatre School

Amor Kohli, PhD.  
Associate Professor,

Dept. Chair
African and Black
Diaspora Studies

Kristin Lansdown
Librarian and Inclusion,

Diversity, Equity and
Accessibility Coordinator

Francesca 
Royster PhD

Associate Professor
English

Dana Hall
Professor and Director
of Jazz Studies and of

DePaul Jazz Workshop

Ogenga Ottunu
 PhD

 Professor
HistoryAD

VI
SO

RY
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Chernoh Sesay Jr.​, PhD
Associate Professor
Religious Studies

Lori Pierce
Associate Professor
African and Black
Diaspora Studies

Valerie Johnson, 
PhD.  
Associate Professor and Interim
Associate Provost of DEI

Dani Blackwell  
Student Retention and
Operations Specialist
New Student and Family
Engagement

Mark DeLancey, PhD.  
Professor and Chair 
History of Art and
Architecture

John Zeigler
Director
Egan Office of Urban
Education and
Community Partnerships

Symone Johnson, PhD.  
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T h e  C e n t e r  f o r  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a  w a s  f o u n d e d  i n
1 9 9 3  a s  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  R e s e a r c h .
T h e  p r o p o s a l  a n d  m i s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t  o u t l i n e d  t h r e e
p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e s :  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  s u p p o r t
r e s e a r c h  o n  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  l i f e  a n d  c u l t u r e ,  t o
d i s s e m i n a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  i s s u e s  t o  e n h a n c e  D e P a u l ’ s
a c a d e m i c  m i s s i o n ,  a n d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r e l a t i o n s h i p s
w i t h  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
F a c u l t y  a n d  s t a f f  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  w e r e
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  i n c l u d i n g
s e v e r a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  i n  L A S ,  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  L a w ,
t h e  S c h o o l  o f  N e w  L e a r n i n g ,  t h e  S c h o o l  o f
E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  T h e a t r e  S c h o o l .

I n  1 9 9 7 ,  t h e  C e n t e r  w a s  r e n a m e d  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r
C u l t u r e  a n d  H i s t o r y  o f  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a
d e s i r e  t o  s i t u a t e  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  “ w i t h i n
c o n t e m p o r a r y  d i s c o u r s e s  w h i c h  e x a m i n e  t h e
i n t e r r e l a t e d n e s s  o f  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  e x p e r i e n c e s
a n d  t h o s e  o f  B l a c k  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d . ”  I n
2 0 0 2 ,  t h e  C e n t e r  u n d e r w e n t  a  t h i r d  a n d  f i n a l
c h a n g e  t o  " T h e  C e n t e r  f o r  B l a c k  D i a s p o r a . "  T h e
n a m e  c h a n g e  d e e p e n e d  a n d  e n r i c h e d  t h e  m i s s i o n
o f  t h e  C e n t e r ,  m o v i n g  f r o m  a  s i n g u l a r  f o c u s  o n  t h e
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  a  m o r e  e x p a n s i v e
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  d i a s p o r a  a s  a  d e f i n i n g  f e a t u r e  o f
t h e  m o d e r n  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  p e o p l e  o f  A f r i c a n
d e s c e n t .

17



[L to R: Miya Jefferson, Jennifer Gardner
and Dr. Julie Moody-Freeman]

30th Anniversary table display

Dr. Ogenga Ottunu offer libations Students view Anniversary collage exhibit

Students and staff visit the Reading Room
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Dr. Julie Moody-Freeman and Dr. Mark
DeLancey greet graduate students

Faculty and staff members visit the Reading Room
[Dr. Amor Kohli, Dr. Taurean Webb, Dr. Billy Johnson-

Gonzalez, Kristen Lansdown, Samuel Morgan, and,
Stephanie Baugh, Dr. Valerie Johnson, and Ava

Francis]

“30 years of engaging campus with flyers”

[L to R: Dr Valerie Johnson, Dr. Amor Kohli,
and Dr. Ogenga Ottunu]
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Miranda Quinn views the archived flyers

Acknowledgements for the 30th
Anniversary archival project Graduate student views table display
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[L to R: Dr. Valerie Johnson, Dr. Ogenga
Ottunu ]
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1

STRCSTRCI N I T I A T I V E S

2

3

4

 STRC Summer Institute:
Stories for Racial Justice
and Healing

STRC Second Annual
Symposim: The Right to

Story: Race, Gender, and
Sexuality in an Age of

Banned Books

STRC Undergraduate
Research Fellowship

STRC Graduate
Fellowships5

STRC Faculty
Fellowships

STRC FOUNDING UNITS:
African & Black Diaspora Studies
Center for Black Diaspora
Center for Latino Research
Critical Ethnic Studies
Global Asian Studies
Latin America and Latino Studies
LAS Dean's Office

6 Post Doctoral
Fellowships
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S T R C
 LEADERSHIP

STEERING
COMMITTEE

Carolina Sternberg, PhD
Associate Professor

(LALS) Chair, Latin
American and Latino

Studies Dept.

Margaret Storey,
PhD, 
Ex Officio Associate
Dean, College of LAS
Professor, History; 

Li Jin, PhD, Associate
Professor (MOL and
GLAS) Director, Global
Asian Studies Program

Lourdes Torres, PhD,
Professor, Vincent de

Paul Professor
Latin American and

Latino Studies, Director,
Critical Ethnic Studies

Faculty

Alejandra Delgadillo
Coordinator

Billy Gonzalez-Johnson
Co-Director 

 Julie Moody-Freeman
Co-Director 

Amor Kohli PhD,
Associate Professor and
Department Chair
African and Black
Diaspora Studies
Faculty

23



POST-DOCS
Three (3) Post Doc. Fellows
Three (3) Faculty Mentors
Writing retreats and Syllabus clinics
Professional Development Series

4

ANNUAL STRC SYMPOSIUM
Two-day Keynotes and Panels on the
Transformative Humanities6

WRITING RETREAT
Friday writing with Faculty & Graduate fellows, Post
Docs, and faculty from STRC founding units7
STRC SCOOP: A NEWSLETTER

STRC SI student  publication8

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Bi-weekly planning meeting with Assoc. Dean
and STRC Founding Units5

2 FACULTY FELLOWSHIPS
Four (4) full-year Paid Leave Fellows
Four (4) Faculty Development Fellows

SUMMER INSTITUTE
66 incoming DePaul freshmen and transfer students
Four (4) Lead Faculty & Ten (10) Peer Mentors
Student support meetings 
Weekly drop-ins  &  STRC Promotional Film

1

3
UNDERGRADUATE FELLOWS

Six (6) Undergraduate and six (6) Graduate Fellows
Student support meetings
Seven (7) Faculty Mentors

24



 The Social Transformation Research Collaborative (STRC) was
established and designed in 2021 by the chairs and directors of the
Center for Black Diaspora, the Center for Latino Research, the
African and Black Diaspora Department, the Latin American and
Latino Studies Department, the Global Asian Studies Minor, the
Critical Ethnic Studies Program, and by Dr. Margaret Storey in the
Dean's Office in the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences.

 DePaul's Social Transformation Research Collaborative (STRC)
supports research in the humanities as a source of justice and healing
for communities historically shaped by, and continuously facing,
racism, violence, and dispossession.Through interdisciplinary
research in literature and language, history and culture, the STRC
demonstrates how the humanities deepen our understanding of
ourselves and our society, and empower us to act, ethically and
responsibly, to counter racism, dismantle violence, and build a more
just and equitable society. 

 Our 2023 theme Stories for Racial Justice and Healing will provide
a focal point for STRC activities in 2023, including a Summer
Institute for incoming DePaul students, quarterly convenings, and a
fall conference. The STRC is generously funded by a three-year
grant from The Mellon Foundation.
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STRC SUMMERSTRC SUMMER
INSTITUTEINSTITUTE

DePaul’s Social Transformation Research Collaborative (STRC)
examines and celebrates the cultural forms and traditions that people
of color have created to survive historical and structural violence.
Our stories, art, food, music, history, poetry, and religious practices
have been, and are, sources of resilience, rebuilding, and intellectual
community.

Guest tours and lecturers Visiting the Dusable Museum 

Summer Institute attends a Boat Tour of Chicago
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STRC SUMMER
INSTITUTE

Dr. Francesa Royster reading from her memoir:
Choosing family; A Queer Memoir on Motherhood  
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STRC Graduate Research Fellowship 
Laura Carvajal, Critical Ethnic Studies

“Rescabing anti-Haitinismo: What it Means to be 'Black' in Dominican”

Shannan Moore, Critical Ethnic Studies
"Black Digital Spaces: Theorizing Resistance in the Wake of Racist Technology"

STRC Undergraduate Research Fellowship
Gabriela Córdova, English

"Calladita No Te Ves Más Bonita: Cultural Practices within Latina Women's
Advocacy"

Laszlo Katona, Philosophy, History, Environmental Science, German Studies
"Writing The Wake: Archives, Absence, and Aesthetics in Black Historiographical

Critique"

Jael Davis, History, African and Black Diaspora Studies
"She Was There Too: Enslaved Black Women, Agency, and Community" 

Krystal Morgan, African and Black Diaspora Studies, Public Policy
"Hidden in Plain Sight: A Qualitative Analysis of The U.S. Public Health Service

Syphilis Study and Contemporary Issues of latrophobia in Black Women"

Lila Nambo, Latin American and Latino Studies, Film Production
"The Bracero Program's Legacy on its Participants: Positive or Negative?"

Samara Smith, Political Science, History
"Imagining The Black Queer Feminine Through Lemonade: Art Production as a

Mode of Knowledge Production"

UNDERGRADUATEUNDERGRADUATE    FELLOWSFELLOWS
These students were mentored and taught research methods in a course co-taught by Dr. Ashley
Stone, the 2022-2024 Ida B Wells Barnett Teaching Fellow and Dr. Lisa Poirer, Religious
Studies. Both professors saw students' individual research to completion and mentored them to
present their findings at the 2023 Annual Symposium held on October 19, 2023. 
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U n d e r g r a d u a t e  F e l l o w s  

Lila Nambo, Latin
American and Latino
Studies, Film Production
"The Bracero Program's
Legacy on its Participants:
Positive or Negative?"

Laszlo Katona, Philosophy,
History, Environmental
Science, German Studies
"Writing The Wake:
Archives, Absence, and
Aesthetics in Black
Historiographical
Critique"
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U n d e r g r a d u a t e   F e l l o w s

Gabriela Córdova,
English
"Calladita No Te Ves
Más Bonita: Cultural
Practices within Latina
Women's Advocacy"

Krystal Morgan, African
and Black Diaspora
Studies, Public Policy
"Hidden in Plain Sight: A
Qualitative Analysis of
The U.S. Public Health
Service Syphilis Study and
Contemporary Issues of
latrophobia in Black
Women"

30



U n d e r g r a d u a t e  F e l l o w s  

Jael Davis, History,
African and Black Diaspora
Studies
"She Was There Too:
Enslaved Black Women,
Agency, and Community" 

Samara Smith, Political
Science, History
"Imagining The Black Queer
Feminine Through Lemonade:
Art Production as a Mode of
Knowledge Production"

31



GRADUATE FELLOWSGRADUATE FELLOWS
DESIGNED TO SUPPORT GRADUATE FELLOWS AS THEY CONDUCT
INDEPENDENT INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH IN THE HUMANITIES

Laura Carvajal
“Escaping Anti-Haitinismo:

Analyzing Anti-Haitianismo in Popular
Culture and Its Societal  Impact”

Escaping anti-Haitinismo is the first chapter of my
master’s thesis: Coloring the Colorist. This first
chapter expands on scholarship regarding the role
of anti-Haitinismo in Latinx and Caribbean
countries. Through an ethnographic research
analysis, I bridge the gap between anti-Haitinismo
and Latinx/Caribbean countries through
education, communal resistance, and liberation.
This chapter aims to uncover what being Black in
the Dominican Republic means.

Shannan Moore
“Black Digital  Spaces:

Theorizing Resistance in the
Wake of Racist  Technology”

This project explores the connections between
marron communities in the Americas and the
Black digital community — which in turn will be a
part of a larger master’s thesis on identity
formation, communal resistance, and collective
liberation. Drawing from critical Internet studies,
Black Diaspora studies, Black feminisms, and
media studies, I explore the ways new technologies
and digital algorithms perpetuate racism, while
also serving as tools for community building and
resistance for the Black Diaspora in digital
landscapes. 
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Taurean J. Webb, Ph.D. is the Humanities Postdoctoral
Fellow in Comparative Race and Ethnicity Studies in the
Social Transformation Research Collaborative and the
Department of African and Black Diaspora Studies at
DePaul University. A race studies scholar, religionist, and
mixed-methods historian of ideas, Webb’s research and
teaching interests are in Black internationalism, Afro-Arab
transnationalism, African American religious history, Black
Renaissance-era visual arts, and visual arts and religious
metaphor within contemporary transnational social
movements. His published writing can be found in the
Journal for Palestine Studies, Journal of Middle Eastern
Politics and Policy, Jadaliyya, and Black Perspectives—the
award-winning blog of the African American Intellectual
History Society.

2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4
Post Doctoral Fellowship

T A U R E A N  J .  W E B B
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FACULTYFACULTY
FELLOWSHIPSFELLOWSHIPS  

Dr. Rocío Ferreira
Modern Languages

This book project traces the diverse ways in which contemporary Peruvian culture has
resisted silencing, oblivion, and indifference, and has constructed alternative approaches to
the understanding of traumatic realities through innovative reflections on the transmission
of social memory through women’s gazes. Drawing from Benjamin, Agamben, Caruth,
Richard, Sarlo, Butler, Quijano and other theorists who work on trauma, memory, gender
and decolonization, this project analyses the intrinsic relationship between postdictatorial
mournful memory work in cultural representations of the Peruvian Internal Armed Conflict
(PIAC) and allegory as the trope that voices mourning. By identifying and filling in some
critical shortcomings of existing research, this project offers an interdisciplinary approach
that can illuminate and improve our understanding of the PIAC. My book aims to transmit
social knowledge and memory, to preserve mournful memory and provide access to the
heretofore unknown cultural responses to politics produced by women writers, playwrights,
and film directors. Moreover, it strengthens the relevance of the humanities to the
understanding of recent Peruvian, Amazonian and Andean histories and cultures, thus
illuminating cultural resiliency, restoration, and healing.

FULL YEAR PAID LEAVE FACULTY RESEARCH FELLOWS: 
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Dr. Juan Mora-Torres
History

FULL YEAR PAID LEAVE FACULTY RESEARCH FELLOWS: 

FACULTY FELLOWSHIPSFACULTY FELLOWSHIPS  

Mexicans in Babylon: Barrio Making in Chicago’s West Side, 1917-1983 explores how
industrialization and deindustrialization (1960s-1980s), urban renewal, segregation,
and mass immigration from Mexico shaped the different phases that formed the
Mexican community in Chicago’s West Side. This book project examines three phases
of community building: the colonia (1917-1964) of the Near West Side, barrio making
in Pilsen and Little Village (1960s-1970s), and the early years of “Little Mexico,” the
name I use to make the claim that in the 1980s a Mexican metropolis emerged in
Chicago, made up of contiguous working-class barrios. In all three phases the
community, as a social space, served as the main location for the making and
reproduction of culture (Mexican-based) and class (working class). Grounded in a
variety of primary sources found in different collections, as well as oral histories,
Mexicans in Babylon will be the first in-depth history that chronicles a Latino
community in Chicago over a long period of time. Despite their visible presence in
postwar Chicago, Latinos have largely been invisible in the historical, sociological, and
urban studies literature. This book aims to challenge the dominant black-white binary
framework by placing Latinos, as historical agents, at the center of the ethnic
transformation of the city's landscape from 1945 to 1983, a period in which Chicago
changed from 86% white to an African American and Latino majority.
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Dr. Maria Ferrera
Social  Work

Dr. Jacqui Lazú
Modern Languages.

FACULTY DEVELOPMENT FELLOWS: 

FACULTY FELLOWSHIPSFACULTY FELLOWSHIPS  

As an STRC Professional
Development Fellow, Dr. Lazú will
be building technical skills in
archival collection development
and management to reinforce her
work on community archival
projects. In particular, she will
study the processes by which
historical materials or materials of
enduring value are selected and
acquired by archives, and
preservation training, which
includes creating outreach
programs and developing
bibliographies and workshops.

Dr. Ferrera, a social work practitioner
and scholar, will use this six-month
professional development fellowship to
delve into the art of documentary
filmmaking as a medium to promote
human rights. Building on her work as a
HumanitiesX Collaborative Fellow, her
project brings attention to a
humanitarian crisis on the southern
border. With nearly 1.6 million people in
the US seeking asylum, close to 40% are
children under the age of 17. This project
aims to humanize the experiences of
asylees and increase understanding
around the need for legal representation
and advocacy, health and mental health
resources, and a community of care for
asylees and their families 36

https://las.depaul.edu/about/initiatives/humanitiesx-experiential-collaborative/fellowship-cohorts/Pages/2021-2022.aspx








STRCSTRC  
SYMPOSIUMSYMPOSIUM

2023 STRC Symposium book fair

Keynote Speaker, Dr. Rodrick  A. Ferguson

Lincoln Park Barnes & Nobles provided book
titles for the Fair. Thanks, Sam!  

40

STRC Summer Institute Panel. [L to R: Diamond Burks,
Karmen Johnson, Taylor Simon, Nicole Silva]



STRCSTRC  
SYMPOSIUMSYMPOSIUM

41

STRC Faculty Research Fellow
Discussion. [L to R: Dr. Amor Kohli Dr.

Susana Martinez, Dr. Lordes Torres, Dr.
Chernoh Sesay]



Graduate Fellow, Laura Carvajal, presents her
paper “Escaping Anti-Haitinismo: Analyzing
Anti-Haitianismo in Popular Culture and Its

Societal Impact”

42

Graduate Fellow, Shannan Moore, presents
her paper  “Black Digital Spaces: Theorizing

Resistance in the Wake of Racist Technology”

STRCSTRC  
SYMPOSIUMSYMPOSIUM



2024 STRC Undergraduate Research Fellows [L
to R: Krystal Morgan, Samara Smith, Jael Davis,

Laszlo Katona, Gabriela Carvajal

Undergraduate Fellows, Laszlo Katona and Krystal Morgan explain their research

Samara Smith speaks with Faculty
Member about her research
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STRCSTRC  
SYMPOSIUMSYMPOSIUM



Lila Nambo

Dr. Valerie Johnson listens to student presentations

Samara Smith

Audience views Undergraduate Research
Fellow poster board presentations

Jael Davis 
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STRCSTRC  
SYMPOSIUMSYMPOSIUM









CNTR’D THE REINASSANCE

Mani Jurdan performs at the inaugural CNTR’D

What does a Renaissance
mean to you?

DJ Cymba

RECAP IN PHOTOS

Dr Taurean Webb and Alejandra
Delgadillo listen in
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Center in the news

49

rEAD THE FULL ARTICLE 

https://depauliaonline.com/67079/focus/a-renaissance-in-the-center-for-black-diaspora/
https://depauliaonline.com/67079/focus/a-renaissance-in-the-center-for-black-diaspora/
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Karen  M. Rose: Oya Speaks*                                                                                                           
JAN 25, HYBRID/JTR RM 103: 11:30AM - 12:30PM

Yirser Ra Hotep: Self-Love using Kemetic Yoga*                                      
FEB 8, HYBRID/JTR RM 103: 11:30AM-12:30PM

D﻿r. Stephanie Y. Evans: Powerful Leadership and Radical Self-Love* 
FEB 15, HYBRID/JTR RM 103: 11:30AM-12:30PM 

Dr. Robin ﻿Mitchell: Healing us*                                                                        
FEB 22, HYBRID/JTR RM 103 :  11:30AM-12:30PM

CENTE

BLACK D

Co-organized with the Center for Black Diaspora, the Healing Justice Dialogue, the Social Transformation
Research Collaborative (STRC), Department of Peace, Justice,  & Conflict Studies, Department of Women’s and
Gender Studies, the Women’s Center, and the Center for  Community Health Equity

January  

Lunchtime  Speaker  Series*
WINTER  2024  EVENTS WINTER  2024  EVENTS WINTER  2024 

March
Racial Justice and the Legacy of Desegregating Schools with the
McDonough Three and Dr. Alicia Fontnette
FEB 22, VIRTUAL: 5PM-6:30PM

NCBS  Conference : “The Visionary Power of Black Studies to
Transform Society: Perspectives across the African Diaspora”
MAR 6-9, VIRTUAL STREAM

February



LUNCHTIME SPEAKER 
SERIES

ABD 100 students participate

Sample Text, Sample Text

Yirser Ra Hotep

Karen Rose

Dr. Stephanie Y. Evans

RECAP IN PHOTOS
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Dr. Julie-Moody-Freeman introduces
Karen Rose

ABD 100 students participate



View Lecture Recording:  



View Lecture Recording:  





View Lecture Recording:  



View Lecture Recording:  
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NCBS
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ContactsContacts

Special ACKNOLWEDGEMENTSSpecial ACKNOLWEDGEMENTS

2320 N Kenmore Ave, Suite 551
Chicago, IL 60614

Phone: 773.325.7512
FAX: 773.325.7514

Email: centerforblackdiaspora@depaul.edu
Facebook: CBD DePaul
Youtube: Center for Black Diaspora
Instagram & X : @CBDDEPAUL
Website:  https://las.depaul.edu/centers-and-
institutes/center-for-black-diaspora

Annual Report Editors: Dr. Julie Moody Freeman,
Jennifer Gardner, Miya Jefferson, Aliyah Philip 
Cover Art: Aliyah Philip   

Thank you to everyone who supported the Center’s 30th
Anniversary programming and events!




