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A noted peace and human rights advocate, Amina 

Rasul Bernardo is president of the Philippine Center 

for Islam & Democracy (PCID) and managing trustee 

of the Magbassa Kita Foundation, Inc (MKFI), which 

promotes literacy for peace & development for adult 

learners. She is a member of the Board of Regents of 

Mindanao State University (MSU) and board member 

of the Mindanao Development Authority (MinDA).  

She also serves as a member of the National Independent Advisory & Monitoring 

Committee (NIAMC) Department of Social Welfare & Development’s Conditional Cash 

Transfer Program as well as on the Criminal Investigation & Detection Group (CIDG) 

General Advisory Council. She is a Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation Board of 

Trustee. 

A columnist for BusinessWorld, she has written & edited several books on the Mindanao 

conflict, Islam, and democracy such as Broken Peace? Assessing the 1996 GRP-MNLF 

Final Peace Agreement and The Radicalization of Muslim Communities in Southeast Asia. 

She was the launching editor of The Moro Times, a monthly supplement of The Manila 

Times. She holds a bachelor’s degree in economics from the University of the Philippines, 

an MBA from the Asian Institute of Management, and a master’s in public administration 

from Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government. 

She was a member of the Philippine cabinet under former president Fidel V. Ramos, 

serving as presidential advisor on Youth Affairs and appointed concurrently as the first 

chair of the National Youth Commission (NYC), which she organized. In addition, she has 

served as commissioner of the National Commission on the Role of Filipino Women, 

representing Muslims; as a board member of the Philippine National Oil Corporation 

(PNOC) and the Development Bank of the Philippines (DBP); and as founding director of 

the Local Government Guarantee Corporation (LGGC). She is a founding member of 

Women in International Security (Philippines) and Muslim Women Peace Advocates 

(Sulu). In 2007, she received the Muslim Democrat of the Year Award from the 

Washington, DC-based Center for the Study of Islam and Democracy (CSID). 
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