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Alex Asta  
Alex is a graduate student at DePaul University working towards 
his Master’s in Sustainable Urban Development with a certificate 
in metropolitan planning and development. As a Double Demon, 
he earned his bachelor’s degree from DePaul in 2018 in 
economics with minors in mathematics and international politics. 
Currently, he’s working as an intern for the Council on Tall 
Buildings and Urban Habitat doing skyscraper research, social 
media, copy editing, and marketing. His primary academic 
interests include urban mobility, mass transit, GIS, housing, and 
local governance. He lives in Lincoln Square but is originally from 
the NW Chicago suburb of Barrington.   

  
In his free time, he’s usually traveling on the CTA somewhere, riding a Divvy bike, or playing 
water polo. He enjoys being engaged with the Chaddick Institute because of the networking 
opportunities and wide range of events to attend.  
  

  

Erin Baynes  
Originally from Gurnee, Illinois, Erin Baynes is a first-year student in 
the Master of Public Administration program. She received a 
bachelor’s degree in Public Policy and Urban Studies with a 
certificate in Leadership Development from DePaul University. She 
is a member of IAMMA, ILCMA, and Women in Planning and 
Development. Captivated by the idea of the public space, she 
joined the Chaddick Institute as a means of learning how to design 
inclusive, progressive policy and programming. A STEM and spirits 
professional, she looks to continue working in community and 
government affairs and run for public office. In her spare time, she 
loves performing, fitness, and volunteering.  
  

 
 

Jamaine Alberto Gooding  
Jamaine is a second-year graduate student in the Sustainable 
Urban Development program. He earned his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Anthropology from CUNY City College in Harlem. 
Originally from Brooklyn, New York, he now has called 
Chicago home for the past 1.5 years. He loves baseball, 
traveling, ice skating and biking.   
  
Currently, Jamaine is a Bus Organizing Fellow at Active Transit 
Alliance, where he is focusing on bus issues on the south side 
of Chicago. Along with his work at ATA, he is very interested 
in economic development and racial equity. His favorite thing 

about Chicago is the pride the locals have about their city.    
  
  



   

  

  
  

Lucas Hawley  
Lucas grew up in Tinley Park, IL, a southwest suburb of 
Chicago. He is currently pursuing his Master of Public 
Administration. He received his bachelor's degree from Trinity 
Christian College, Majoring in Political Science and Minoring in 
Communications. Lucas has a deep interest in local 
government and market based affordable housing initiatives 
and solutions. While in pursuit of his MPA, Lucas currently is 
Residential Property Assessment Analyst at the Cook County 
Board of Review.    
 
In his free time, Lucas is an avid traveler, most frequently to his 
three favorite “B” destinations; Boston, Berlin, and Büdingen. 
He is a self-described Deutschephile serving on Tinley Park’s 

Sister City Commission as the Vice Chariman, helping to maintain the cultural friendship 
between Tinley Park and their sister city of Büdingen, Germany. 

 

 

Jamal Mcpherson  
Jamal is currently a Graduate's candidate for the Master of 
Public Policy program. Being a native of Chicago, my plan is 
to give back by researching, planning, and designing policies 
that will foster a healthy environment to promote social 
change.   
  
He enjoys the Chaddick program because of the many 
opportunities they offer to engage with professionals in the 
field. Chaddick has become a great platform to explore the 
city, gain historical knowledge of some of Chicago's most 
beautiful infrastructure while bonding with fellow Graduates 
who share the same interest.  

  
  

Philip Nassos  
Philip grew up in Naperville, Illinois, a western suburb of 
Chicago. Philip attended DePaul University in Chicago where he 
earned his bachelor’s degree in History and minored in the 
History of Art and  
Architecture. He is currently pursuing his master’s in Public 
Service Management with a certificate in Metropolitan Planning 
at DePaul University.  He plans on using his degree to work in 
the planning community. His academic interests are in 
affordable housing and transportation.  
  
Having grown up near Chicago, Philip has always had an 
interest in architecture, construction, and transportation of all 
forms, so the Chaddick Institute is the perfect fit for him. In his 
spare time, Philip enjoys cooking, listening to music, gardening, 

and exploring the City of Chicago. 
 
  



   

   
 
 

Cole Neder  
Cole is currently a graduate student studying to complete 
his Master of Public Administration with a certificate in 
Metropolitan Planning at  
DePaul University. He currently works as a Management 
Intern in the City of Highland Park Community 
Development Department, and assists with business process 
analysis best practices, zoning code updates, and historic 
preservation structures. Cole grew up in the Quad Cities 
area and completed his bachelor’s degree in political 
science and communications at Augustana College.  
 
In his free time, Cole enjoys playing basketball and watching 

the New England Patriots win the Superbowl every other year. Upon completing his degree at 
DePaul, he plans to work in local government with the goal of becoming a City Manager.  

 
 
 

Deliah Odeh  
Deliah grew up near the Southwest side of Chicago. She is 
currently a first-year graduate student of Public Policy at the 
School of Public Service at DePaul. As a Double Demon, she has 
recently completed her degree in political science with a minor 
in psychology. She also works on campaigns within the Cook 
County region. She is an active volunteer and member of 
several organizations in the area centered around social justice 
and politics.   
  
As a native and a mom of a university student here in Chicago, 
she is proud to be a Chaddick Scholar with interests that hope 
to serve the community in years to come. In her campaign and 
political efforts around the city and surrounding region, she is 

connecting her work with the community to the educational offerings through SPS and 
Chaddick.  

 
  

Yasmine Outlaw   
Yasmine is a first year Master of Public Administration 
graduate student at DePaul University. Prior to moving to 
Chicago, Yasmine had obtained experience working at the 
county level of government in her hometown of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. There, is where Outlaw also earned her 
undergraduate degree at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.   
  
In her free time, Yasmine volunteers at pro-bono legal clinics 
and after school youth programs. Yasmine intends to use her 
graduate degree to work in the government sector and as an 
environmental lobbyist. What Yasmine Outlaw values the 

most from the Chaddick Institute in its ability to introduce her to innovative possibilities in 
transportation, technology, policies, and different career paths.  

  



   

  
 
  

Jacob Walls  
Jacob grew up in Bloomington, IL. He is currently working on 
his Master of Public Policy at DePaul University. Jacob earned 
his bachelor’s degree from North Central College in Political 
Science with a minor in Conflict Resolution. While at NCC, 
Jacob interned at several law firms in the Naperville area 
which led to his passion of urban development and zoning 
laws. His other interests are Criminal Justice Reform, 
Sustainable Transportation, and Lobbying & Advocacy. Jacob 
currently is a Graduate Assistant at DePaul Universities School 
of Public Service.   
  
In his free time, Jacob enjoys watching sports especially Da 
Bears and The Chicago Cubs. Jacob aspires to one day 

become a Director of government and community relations for a company/organization.  

 

Maggie Young  
Maggie was raised in the United Kingdom before moving to 
the northern suburbs of Illinois, where she attended a small, 
all-girl’s high school and cultivated her interests in 
environmental science, literature, and the arts. She went to 
college at Purdue University, receiving her BA in English, and 
is now a second-year master’s student pursuing her degree in 
sustainable urban development at DePaul. She is focused 
primarily on combining her writing capacities drawn from her 
undergraduate career, with her newfound skillset in urban 
planning, to move toward a vocation in policy design and 
analysis. She currently interns for Commissioner Bridget 
Degnen at Cook County government where she assists in 
researching and writing environmental ordinances.  
  

 

Rob Zimmer  
Raised in Southeastern Michigan, Rob is currently pursuing a 
Master of Public Policy degree with a concentration in 
Metropolitan Planning and Urban Affairs here at DePaul.  
In the fall of 2015, he graduated from James Madison College 
at Michigan State University with a bachelor’s degree in 
Political Theory and Constitutional Democracy, a 
Specialization in Science, Technology, Environment, and 
Public Policy Studies, as well as a Business Cognate. While at 
Michigan State Rob co-founded the Student Chapter of the 
Sierra Club at Michigan State, growing the membership from 
6 people to over 100 members within 8 months of founding 
the Chapter.  
Upon completion of his undergraduate studies, Rob moved 
to Chicago and began working with pro-environmental 
political candidates across Chicagoland; eventually landing a 

job working in the Mayor’s office for a community of 60,000 in the South Suburbs of Chicago. 
His interests are in using public/private transportation as an engine for economic 
development, particularly in suburban communities that are traditionally lacking in a variety of 
transit options. Rob aspires to use the lessons, skills, and insights gained through the 
Chaddick Institute to bring the benefits of transportation and infrastructure policy to the world 
of suburban community planning.  


