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Arlinda Bajrami 
Arlinda is currently pursuing a Master’s in Public Administration and a Certificate in 
Metropolitan Planning and Development. She is passionate about learning how to 
build and plan sustainable communities at the local level, particularly in opportunities 
of economic development, social equity, and ecological integrity. When communities 
focus on these areas, she believes they are able to build better and stronger 
communities for everyone.  

Her most memorable moment is being involved in the DePaul study abroad trip to 
Belgium with Professor Schwieterman. Having the ability to explore several different cities throughout Belgium 
and see how dedicated Belgium is to designing and maintaining communities that are bike and pedestrian 
friendly. Arlinda hopes to work for a municipality, specifically in community development and urban planning. 

 

Gabriella Baldassari 
Gabby is a second year Sustainable Urban Development student interested in food 
systems, bringing together environmentalism and social issues, and sports 
sustainability. The Sustainable Urban Development program gives her support for her 
passionate advocacy work all over Chicago and the region. Gabby is also interested in 
local art, hockey, and organic beer brewing.  

One of her favorite Chaddick Institute memories is attending the bus transportation 
conference in Asheville, NC and getting a chance to hike in the Pisgah Forest exploring 

the balance between city and nature with the Chaddick staff.  
 

Michael Fodor  

Born and raised in Northeast Ohio, Michael earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Political Science and History from Miami University, graduating with University Honors. 
After spending nine years working at a global financial services firm in Chicago, 
Michael left in 2015 to pursue an M.A. in Sustainable Urban Development at DePaul 
University. In addition to being a passionate advocate for promoting positive change 
and striving for more economically, environmentally and socially sustainable cities, 

Michael is also an active member of the Chicago Council on Global Affairs, the Citizens’ Climate Lobby and Team 
PAWS Chicago. 
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In addition to the thought-provoking, engaging and lively interactions he experienced with students and faculty 
in the Sustainable Urban Development program, Michael found Chaddick study trips to be among the most 
valuable elements of his time at DePaul. Having the opportunity to speak with government, business and 
community leaders in different cities throughout the Midwest provided unique insight into the ways different 
stakeholders approach the issue of urban sustainability, the methods and strategies for finding common 
ground and the models for achieving positive results at the community level.  
 

 

Frank Kraut 

Frank is an active duty service member and second-year graduate student in DePaul's 
Master of Public Administration program. In 2007 he earned a BS in Geography from 
the United States Military Academy. His interests include excellence in leadership in 
the public sector; the development and preservation of public spaces such as parks 
and trails; and the sustainable management of urban support systems such as 
wastewater treatment and power generation.  

His favorite part of being a Chaddick Scholar is gaining behind-the-scenes access to 
cities outside of the Chicago area. 
 
 

Corey McEachern 

Corey McEachern is a former U.S. Marine who moved to Chicago to pursue a 
Master’s Degree in Public Policy after his service in the U.S. Peace Corps.  Corey has 
focused his policy studies on healthcare service delivery using health information 
technology innovations such as electronic medical records, Skype and Facetime. He 
is interested in improving metropolitan development by providing health policy 
advice that increases access to care for vulnerable populations. 

Corey’s most memorable moment took place in March 2016 while studying European Union Infrastructure in 
Brussels, Belgium.  The bonds I formed with my professor and classmates are lasting, as the experience 
provided a unique academic, professional and interpersonal learning experience.  This trip was the reason I 
came to DePaul University and it was far more rewarding than I could have expected. 
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Malcolm Mossman 
Malcolm is currently a first year student in the Sustainable Urban Development 
graduate program at DePaul. He comes from an outreach and sustainability 
background, previously working as a solar energy advocate in Arizona and currently 
creating environmental outreach campaigns as a communications consultant in 
Chicago. Malcolm is interested in the intersection of sustainable land-use planning, 
green space development and community building. He knew that the Chaddick 
Institute was for him after tagging along on a study trip to Madison, Wisconsin where 

he was able to connect with fellow urbanophiles and see the planning and sustainability initiatives he’s learned 
about being applied on-the-ground. 

 
Stijn van der Slot  
Stijn moved to Chicago to pursue a Master's Degree in Sustainable Urban 
Development at DePaul after finishing a bachelor’s in Future Planet Studies with a 
specialization in Urban Planning at the University of Amsterdam. An admirer of niche-
level initiatives, Stijn is very enthusiastic about incorporating sustainable 
transportation and green infrastructure into urban systems - accessible for everyone. 
Stijn is a fanatic cyclist and soccer player, and plays for DePaul's Division I Men's 
Soccer team.  

It all started warm and cozy with a handshake and a beer at Chaddick's Pub Night, and a couple months later 
Stijn found himself with Chaddick Institute Research Assistant, Riley O'Neil, on a bicycle struggling with 
Chicago's traffic, winds and winter. He really enjoyed being part of the research project collecting data to 
compare Uber, the CTA, and bicycle travel times in Chicago.  

 

 

 


