
Upcoming programs and news from the SSRC at DePaul University (January 2015). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dark Sky Retreat 
Inspired by UNESCO’s International Year of Light in 2015, the SSRC is initiating programming 
for the year that deals with the concepts of light, broadly speaking. Programs will touch on 
light in both literal and abstract ways, engaging scholars from around the University.  As a part 
of this programming, the SSRC is working with the Headlands International Dark Sky Park in 
Emmet County, Michigan to host a retreat for DePaul scholars (faculty, staff, and students) to 
discuss and explore issues of light and darkness from the perspective of a variety of fields. The 
retreat will begin on the Spring Solstice--a time when light and darkness fill our day equally. 
Participants will share expertise and ideas, work on projects, and explore light and the 
darkness preserved at the park. 
 
A select group of faculty members will form the core of the group. Each invited faculty 
member will offer a short presentation to the group over the course of the week--a talk, 
performance, lead an activity, etc. At the end of the retreat, the group will offer a public 
presentation developed over the course of the week at the Dark Sky park. Aside from these 
short daily events, the time at the retreat will be largely unstructured, leaving participants to 
make of it what they will. 
 
We are extending an invitation to you to join this group to explore ideas in your field related 
to light and darkness, whether metaphorically (e.g., transparency in government) or 
concretely (e.g., light pollution). The retreat will take place from March 19 to the 26th, with 
the 19th and 26th as travel days. Transportation to and from the park will be provided, as well 
as food and lodging. 
 
About the Location 
The Headlands International Dark Sky Park is one of twenty such parks around the world, 
designed to meet standards put in place by the International Dark Sky Association. The park is 
designed to limit the amount of light pollution, preserving a clear view of the night sky. The 
Headlands is located in northern Michigan, near Mackinaw City, just across from the Upper 
Peninsula. The park offers programs on astronomy and ecology year-round. 
 
If you are interested in participating in the Dark Sky Retreat, send an email to 
jspeer3@depaul.edu 
Please spread the word to faculty, staff, and students who may be interested in participating! 
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Happy Hour! 
Friday, Jan 30, 4 p.m. 
Lincoln Station 
2-for-1 pitcher deal 
Hope you can make it! 
 
Mark your calendar now for Friday, Feb 20 happy hour! 
 
 

Mess Hall! 
Mess Hall is a series of short, informal sessions in which DePaul scholars (faculty, students, 
and staff) share their work with an audience, mess and all. These sessions are intended to be a 
safe space to acknowledge the messiness inherent to all kinds of scholarship. 
 
The primary goal of the Mess Hall series is to help DePaul scholars—regardless of their 
affiliation or status—network with and support each other around their scholarship. This 
support may take the form of feedback on a presentation, troubleshooting a methodological 
issue, getting advice about a project, recruiting collaborators for a project, and so on. 
 
Mess Hall for February is open to presenters! If you would like to present your research, 
visit: http://is.gd/MessHall 
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